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Agenda 

Planning Commission  

Council Chambers 

March 19, 2025 

6:30 pm  

 
1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

4. Approval of Minutes: 11/20/2024 Planning Meeting 

5. Chairman’s Report 

6. Public Comment 

7. New Business:   

a. Discussion on ordinance amendments regarding Cross Access & Residential 

Parking 

8. Old Business: None   

9. Reports and Communications:  

a. Council minutes   

10. Public Comments   

11. Staff Comments  

12. Commissioners/Council Comments 

13. Adjournment    

 

 

Brad Keeler, Mayor 

Lori Steele, Mayor Pro Tem 

Todd Overhuel, Council Member 

Roger Keeney, Council Member 

Randy Wisnaski, Council Member 

 “The Island City” 

Department of Administration Services 

211 N. Main Street 

Plainwell, Michigan 49080 

Phone: 269-685-6821 

Fax: 269-685-7282 

Web Page Address: www.plainwell.org 

City of Plainwell   
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CITY OF PLAINWELL 
MINUTES 

Planning Commission  
Wednesday, November 20, 2024 

 
 

1. Call to Order at 6:32 pm by Colingsworth 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance  
 
3. Roll Call:   
 Present: Jay Lawson, Stephen Bennett, Lori Steele, Rachel Collingsworth, Elizabeth 

Raich  
 Excused: Kevin Hammond  
4. Approval of Minutes: 08/21/2024   

Motion to approve minutes and place them on file was made by Lawson and 
seconded by Steele. All in favor vote.  Motion passed. 
 

5. Chairperson’s Report: None  
 
6. Public Comment – None  
 
7. New Business:  CIP Budget 2024-2030 review 

The CIP budget was updated and reviewed. A motion by Lawson and seconded 
by Raich to accept the CIP budget 2024-2030 updates and move forward to 
City Council for final approval. 

   
8.  Old Business: None  
   
9.  Reports and Communications:  8/12, 8/26, 9/9, 9/23, 10/14, 10/28 City Council 

minutes were reviewed and placed on file. 
  
10.    Public Comments: None  
 
11. Staff Comments:  
 Business updates – Cigar Shop; Gifted Boutique; 1871 Taproom 
 Progress updates on Holiday Inn Express  
 Updates on the tour of a development in Grand Rapids that could be a fit for a 

portion of the Mill Site. 
 
12. Commissioner Comments: None 
  
13.   Adjournment: Colingsworth adjourned the meeting at 7:18 p.m.  
 
 
Minutes submitted by Denise Siegel, Community Development Manager  



 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To: City of Plainwell Planning Commission 
Date: March 11, 2025 

From: Nathan Mehmed, AICP 

RE: Cross-Access and Residential Parking Zoning Ordinance 
Provision Examples 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the City of Plainwell with examples of zoning 
ordinance provisions that address residential parking standards and cross-access parking 
agreements.  
The Planning Commission and City staff should take the time to review the examples and the 
regulatory effect of each to ensure that the desired outcomes are represented. Once the City is 
satisfied with a direction, we can provide a draft in the proper format with the desired language. 
At the end of the process, the Planning Commission must hold a public hearing on the proposed 
amendments prior to making a recommendation to the City Council. 

Examples of cross-access parking and residential parking provisions in Michigan: 
 
City of South Haven, Van Buren County, MI (Cross-Access Easement & Residential 
Parking) 

2. Shared parking areas may be located on a different lot from the building or use that it serves 
if the following conditions are met:  

A. The parking area is located no more than 400 feet from the main entrance of the subject 
building or use it serves.  

B. The sharing of parking shall be guaranteed via a legally binding and recorded agreement 
between the owner of the parking area and the owner of the buildings or uses which is 
located on a different lot served by the parking area. Such agreement shall be submitted 
to the City for review and approval and address the issue of how parking will be shared, 
maintained, and be adequate if the parties modify operating hours or other factors. The 
Planning Commission may waive the requirement for a recorded agreement where it finds 
satisfactory alternative documentation of an assured long-term shared parking 
arrangement. 

C. Shared access drives to shared or separate parking areas may be utilized provided that 
appropriate shared access agreements and/or easements are provided and approved by 
the City. 
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Section 2203.05 – Parking Requirements for Single and Two-Family Dwellings 

1. Unless otherwise permitted herein, off-street parking for single- and two-family dwellings shall 
be located on the same lot as the building they are intended to serve. Shared parking pursuant 
to the above standards shall not be utilized for short term rentals. 

2. Required single-family and two-family residential off-street parking areas shall consist of a 
parking strip, parking bay, driveway, garage, or a combination thereof, and shall be located 
on the premises they are intended to serve unless a shared or consolidated arrangement for 
parking has been approved by the City. 

3. Single-family and two-family residential off-street parking spaces may be located within a rear 
yard or within a side yard. Such spaces shall not be permitted within a required front yard 
unless located in a driveway. Off-street parking spaces not located on a driveway shall be 
located within a rear or side yard only. Driveways and other approved parking surfaces may 
be constructed up to the lot line. Parking in grass, lawns, or other areas not otherwise 
approved for parking is prohibited.  

4. Access to enclosed or unenclosed parking shall be by means of a driveway which shall extend 
as a continuous uninterrupted way from the garage or parking area approved to a street or 
alley. 

5. The driveway shall be an approved hard-surfaced driveway, paved with asphalt, concrete, or 
other similar durable, dustless materials, and shall meet the requirements of Section 2102(2). 

6. Residential parking spaces shall be at least 9’x18’. 

 
City of Grand Haven, Ottawa County, MI (Cross-Access Easement & Residential Parking) 

Sec. 40-605.03. Shared parking requirements for nonresidential uses. 

A. Two (2) or more buildings or uses may collectively provide the combined and required off-
street parking in which case the required number of parking spaces shall not be less than 
the sum of the requirements for the several individual uses computed separately. In the 
instance of such dual use of off-street parking spaces where operating hours of buildings 
do not conflict or overlap, the planning commission may grant an exception to the 
preceding standard and permit a reduction of the combined sum of required parking.  

B. Shared parking areas may be located on a different lot than the subject building or use that 
it serves, where the following conditions are met:  
1. The parking area is located no more than four hundred (400) feet from the main 

entrance of the subject building or use it serves.  
2. The sharing of parking shall be guaranteed via a legally binding and recorded 

agreement between the owner of the parking area and the owner of the buildings or 
uses which is located on a different lot served by the parking area. Such agreement 
shall be submitted to the city for review and approval and address the issue of how 
parking will be shared, maintained, and be adequate if the parties modify operating 
hours or other factors. The planning commission may waive the requirement for a 
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recorded agreement where it finds sufficient alternative documentation of an assured 
long-term shared parking arrangement.  

Sec. 40-600.03. Specific parking requirements for one-family and two-family dwellings. 

A. Required off-street parking for one-family and two-family dwellings shall be provided within 
a garage, carport or on a paved driveway or as set forth in a recorded consolidated parking 
arrangement pursuant to section 40-605.03.  

B. Where the zoning administrator determines that irregular shape or size of a lot or a natural 
feature precludes the provision of the required number of off-street parking spaces, 
required off-street parking may be permitted in a required front yard or side yard, provided 
that the following is met:  
1. Automobiles shall be parked on an approved paved surface which shall extend as a 

continuous paved surface to the street; and  
2. Not more than fifty (50) percent of a required front or side yard shall be utilized as 

paved surface for the parking of automobiles.  

 
C. Access to enclosed or unenclosed parking shall be by means of a driveway which shall 

extend as a continuous uninterrupted way from the garage, former garage, parking 
structure, detached ADU, carport, or from a parking area approved pursuant to section 40-
600.02, to a street or alley. Such driveway shall comply with the following standards:  
1. The driveway shall be an approved hard-surfaced driveway, paved with asphalt, 

concrete or other similar materials, which shall extend as a continuous uninterrupted 
pavement from the garage, former garage, parking structure or combination thereof, 
or from an approved hard-surfaced unenclosed parking apron, to a street or alley.  
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2. The width of driveways extending from a garage, parking structure or combination 
thereof, shall not be wider than eighteen (18) feet, or the front width of the parking 
enclosure, whichever is greater. All other driveways for one- and two-family dwellings 
may be up to eighteen (18) feet wide, provided however, one approved hard-surfaced 
driveway extension not more than nine (9) feet wide nor more than twenty (20) feet 
long may be placed along one side of the driveway and may extend beyond the front 
wall of the parking enclosure to a point no closer than one foot from an interior side or 
rear property line. A rolled curb may be required along the side or rear property line to 
prevent stormwater from entering adjacent properties. The length of the driveway 
taper for the extension shall not exceed six (6) feet. (see Figure 6-1)  

3. The driveway extension shall be a physical extension of the driveway and shall be 
located at the far end of the driveway, furthest from the street right-of-way line.  

4. The width of a driveway at the front or corner front yard property line shall not exceed 
eighteen (18) feet.  

5. Driveway curb cuts shall be placed at least twenty-four (24) feet from an intersection 
measured from the edge of pavement.  

D. A one-family dwelling may have two (2) curb cuts, provided the driveway is a continuous 
driveway, extending uninterrupted from curb cut to curb cut. A two-unit dwelling may have 
two (2) separate driveways and curb cuts.  

 
City of Lowell, Kent County, MI (Residential parking) 

Section 19.02. Location of parking. 

A. Residential districts and uses. 
1. Unless otherwise permitted herein, the off-street parking facilities required for single- 

and two-family dwellings shall be located on the same lot or plot of ground as the 
building they are intended to serve, but shall not be considered a parking lot under the 
provisions of this chapter. Such parking shall only be permitted in a driveway apron in 
the front yard or in an enclosed garage. Parking on any other portion of the front yard 
is not permitted.  

2. Parking areas and driveways shall be hard surfaced and be constructed from the 
street or alley to the dwelling or accessory building to create a dustless surface, 
minimize maintenance, and establish an attractive pathway to homes or buildings.  

 
As always, let me know if you have any questions.  
 
c: Denise Siegel 
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