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Agenda 
Planning Commission 

September 2, 2020 
7:00 PM 

1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Roll Call 
 

4. Approval of Minutes: 08/05/2020 Planning Meeting 
 

5. Chairman’s Report 
 
6. New Business:   
 A. Site Plan Review for 200 Broad Street, Landscape Design 
 

B. Review second draft of the Zoning Ordinances Sec. 53-73 and 53-115 re: floodplains, 
mining and excavation standards. Presentation by City Planner, Nathaniel Mahmed from 
Williams and Works. 

 
  
7.  Old Business: None  
 
8. Reports and Communications:  

A. 07/27, 8/10 Council minutes  
 
9.  Public Comments   
 
10. Staff Comments  
 
11. Commissioners/ Council Comments 
 
12. Adjournment    
 

Brad Keeler, Mayor 
Lori Steele, Mayor Pro Tem 
Todd Overhuel, Council Member 
Roger Keeney, Council Member 
Randy Wisnaski, Council Member 
 “The Island City” 

Department of Administration Services 
211 N. Main Street 
Plainwell, Michigan 49080 
Phone: 269-685-6821 
Fax: 269-685-7282 
Web Page Address: www.plainwell.org 

City of Plainwell   
 
 

 

Zoom Link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8640779
7913?pwd=SUV0UFZhcDBRSkc5
dTN4QzYwTTh0dz09  
 
Meeting ID: 864 0779 7913 
Passcode: nH5zdC 
 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86407797913?pwd=SUV0UFZhcDBRSkc5dTN4QzYwTTh0dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86407797913?pwd=SUV0UFZhcDBRSkc5dTN4QzYwTTh0dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86407797913?pwd=SUV0UFZhcDBRSkc5dTN4QzYwTTh0dz09
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CITY OF PLAINWELL 
MINUTES 

Planning Commission, August 5, 2020 
Meeting was held via Zoom  

 
1. Call to Order at 7:00 p. m. by Colingsworth 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance  
 
3. Roll Call:  Present: Jay Lawson, Rachel Colingsworth, Jim Higgs, Stephen Bennett,  
 Lori Steele, Diana Lubic, Gary Sausaman 
 
4. Approval of Minutes – 09/04/19  

Higgs motioned to approve minutes, as received seconded by Bennett. Minutes 
approved on an all in favor voice vote. 

  
5. Chairperson’s Report:- None 
 
6. New Business:  

A. Election of Officers: Higgs motioned to re-elect current slate of officers. 
Supported by steele and seconded by Bennett. All in favor vote. Motion passed. 
 
B. Amendments to Zoning Ordinance Sec. 53-73 and 53-115, mining and 
excavation standards was presented by the City Planner Nathaniel Mahemd from 
William and Works. 
Timeline/Discussion: Williams and Works performed an audit ordinance 53-73 and 
53-115 regarding mining operations and it is currently not permitted in any districts 
w/in Plainwell. 
Discussion: the draft ordinance was discussed; suggestion was to add language re: 
excavation of contaminants, soil removal.  
Review: Williams and Works will make changes to the draft and bring back to 
Planning for final review prior to setting a Public Hearing. 
Public Hearing: Will be set after 2nd draft has been reviewed. 
  

7.  Old Business  
  A. A Recreational Marihuana Public Hearing was set for October 7. 
 
8.  Reports and Communications: 

A Council Minutes reviewed by Commission 11/11/19; 11/25; 12/09;12/23/2019; 
01/13/2020; 01/27; 2/10/02/24;03/09;04/13;05/11;05/26; 06/02; 06/18 special 
meeting; 06/22; 07/06; 07/13/2020 Council minutes 

 
9. Public Comments – None  

 
10. Staff Comments: Siegel, Community Development Manager, reported that  
 126 E. Bridge was leased to Beyond Staging  
 151 N. Main is leased by Envy (opening soon)  
 127 S. Main Vegan Restaurant moving forward with construction  
 119 W. Bridge St. bought by Lisa & Mark Meszaros (distillery, bakery, restaurant)  
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 712 E. Bridge St. Craft Brewery is making progress 
  
11. Commissioner Comments:  
 None  
  
12.   Adjournment: 

Colingsworth adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  
 
Minutes submitted by Denise Siegel, Community Development Manager 
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CITY OF PLAINWELL 
ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 
ORDINANCE NO. _______ 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF PLAINWELL ZONING ORDINANCE; TO 
AMEND SEC. 53-73 PERTAINING TO THE DELINEATION OF THE FLOOD HAZARD 
OVERLAY ZONE; AND TO AMEND SEC. 53-115 PERTAINING TO THE EXCAVATION, 
REMOVAL, AND FILLING OF LAND. 
 
CITY OF PLAINWELL, ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:  

Section 1. Amendment of Sec. 53-73(C). Sec. 53-73(C) of the City of Plainwell Zoning 
Ordinance is amended to read as follows: 

C. In addition to other requirements of this chapter applicable to development in the underlying 
zoning districts, compliance with the requirements of this article shall be necessary for all 
development occurring within the flood hazard area zone. Land uses permitted in the flood hazard 
overlay zone outlined in this chapter may only be permitted if such land use is permitted in the 
underlying zoning district, or if the land use is accessory to permitted principal use. Conflicts 
between the requirements of this article and other requirements of this chapter or any other 
ordinance shall be resolved in favor of this article, except where the conflicting requirement is 
more stringent and would further the objectives of this article to a greater extent than the 
requirements of this article. In these cases, the more stringent requirement shall be applied. 

Section 2. Amendment of Sec. 53-115. Sec. 53-115 of the City of Plainwell Zoning Ordinance is 
amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 53-115. EXCAVATION, REMOVAL AND FILLING OF LAND. 

The use of land for the excavation, removal, filling, or depositing of any type of earth material, 
topsoil, gravel, or rock is not permitted in any zoning district, except under a permit or approval 
granted by the authority of this Ordinance. This regulation does not apply to normal soil removal 
or fill for basement or foundation work when a building permit has previously been duly issued 
by the Building Inspector or for minor earth material removal or fill of less than three-hundred 
(300) cubic yards. Minor earth material removal or fill may include, but is not limited to, work 
related to the installation of a pool or hot tub, driveway, street, swale, drainage ditch, or pond. This 
regulation shall also exclude those excavations or fill required or directed by a Federal or State 
agency to provide for flood mitigation or removal of contaminated soils. No property shall be filled 
or graded so as to cause a discharge of surface water run-off onto abutting premises in such a 
manner that will cause inconvenience or damage to adjacent properties and shall generally 
maintain existing drainage courses. When property is developed or modified, existing grades on 
adjacent property shall have priority. 

Section 3. Severability and Captions.  This Ordinance and the various parts, sections, 
subsections, sentences, phrases and clauses thereof are hereby declared severable. If any part, 
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section, subsection, sentence, phrase or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court 
of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. The 
captions included at the beginning of each Section are for convenience only and shall not be 
considered a part of this Ordinance. 

Section 4.  Repeal.  Any existing ordinance or resolution that is inconsistent or conflicts with this 
Ordinance is hereby repealed to the extent of any such conflict or inconsistency. 

Section 5.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance is ordered to take effect eight (8) days following 
publication of adoption in INSERT LOCAL NEWSPAPER, a newspaper having general circulation 
in the City, under the provisions of 2006 Public Act 110, except as may be extended under the 
provisions of such Act. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 
 YES:  
 NO: 
 Declared adopted on:  
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Brad Keeler, Mayor     Brian Kelley, Clerk 
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