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AGENDA  
City Council – Monday September 25, 2017 

7:00 PM 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Invocation 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
4. Roll Call 
5. Approval of Minutes/Summary – 09/11/2017 Regular Meeting 
6. General Public Comments  
7. County Commissioner Report / Presentations 
8. Agenda Amendments 
9. Mayor's Report 
10. Recommendations and Reports: 

 
A. Special Event Permit 2017-10 – Fall Festival (Pumpkins in the Park) 
Council will consider approving a special event permit for the annual Fall Festival on 
October 21, 2017 at Hicks Park. 
 
B. WR – Installation of Mulch in Bio-Filter 
Council will consider approving a project with Superior Ground Cover Inc. for $5,312.00 
to install & spread organic mulch in the Water Renewal Bio-Filter. 
 
 

11. Communications:  The 08/06/2017 Planning Commission Minutes. 
12. Accounts Payable - $51,238.62 
13. Public Comments 
14. Staff Comments 
15. Council Comments  
16. Adjournment 

 
 
 
 

Note:  All public comment limited to two minutes, when recognized please rise and give your name and address 

Rick Brooks, Mayor 
Lori Steele, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Brad Keeler, Council Member 
Todd Overhuel, Council Member 
Roger Keeney, Council Member 
 “The Island City” 

Department of Administration Services 
211 N. Main Street 
Plainwell, Michigan 49080 
Phone: 269-685-6821 
Fax: 269-685-7282 
Web Page Address: www.plainwell.org 

City of Plainwell 



 

 

MINUTES 

Plainwell City Council 

September 11, 2017 

 

1. Mayor Pro-Tem Steele called the regular meeting to order at 7:01 PM in City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

2. Steve Smail of Lighthouse Baptist Church gave the invocation. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

4. Roll Call:  Present: Mayor Pro-Tem Steele, Councilman Keeler, Councilman Overhuel and Councilman 

Keeney.  Absent:  Mayor Brooks. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes/Summary: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the Council Minutes and 

Summary of the 08/28/2017 regular meeting.  On voice vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

6. General Public Comments:  None 

 

7. County Commissioner Report / Presentations: 

Commissioner Don Black noted recent County Commission Board actions. 

 

8. Agenda Amendments: 

Added Item 10E - Rezoning of the parcels located at 542, 548, 554, 600 Allegan St. from Central Business 

District (CBD) to General Commercial (C-2). 

A motion by Overhuel, seconded by Keeler, to amend the Agenda accordingly.  On a voice vote, 

all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

9. Mayor’s Report: 

Mayor Pro-Tem Steele remembered 9/11 and thanked Director Bomar and his staff for all their hard works. 

 

10. Recommendations and Reports: 

 

A. Superintendent Updike reported having gone out for bid for street sweeping.  Only one bid was 

received and it is recommended to award the contract to Superior Sweeping. 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Keeney, to approve the contract with Superior Sweeping 

for 2017/2018 street sweeping with a total project cost of $17,000.00.  On a roll-call vote, all 

in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

B. Superintendent Pond reported the need to replace the bio-bed media at the Water Renewal Plant, 

which aids in odor control.  The existing bed has reached the end of its useful life. 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Keeney, to approve the project with Renewed Earth and 

AIS re replace the bio-bid media at the Water Renewal Plant for a total project cost of 

$11,186.25.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

C. Superintendent Updike reported bids received for crack filling on Main Street and how it compared 

with the cost of the city doing the work on its own.  The recommendation is to use a local vendor who 

quoted the lowest price. 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Keeney, to approve the project with Bronco Asphalt 

Maintenance for crack filling on Main Street from Starr Road to the Grand Elk Railroad in 

the amount of $7,495.00.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed.  

 

D. Community Development Manager Siegel reported that as part of the DNR Recreation Passport 

Grant, the city must retain the services of a state-registered professional to act at “Prime 



 

 

Professional” to act as liaison between the city and the state for the grant.  Of the bids solicited, one 

firm submitted a quote. 

A motion by Overhuel, seconded by Keeney, to approve the project with Fleis & 

Vandenbrink for engineering services for the Sherwood Park Improvements as part of the 

MDNR Passport Grant in the amount of $10,000.00.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor.  Motion 

passed. 

 

E. Community Development Siegel reported that the parcels being bought by Sweetwater’s Donuts on 

the Mill Property were zoned CBD (Central Business District) and should be C-2 (General 

Commercial) to better fit the actual use of the property after it is sold.  This will allow for more 

appropriate signage, setbacks and parking.  The Planning Commission reviewed the rezoning request 

and recommends approval.  City Manager Wilson noted that the Mill Property was zoned CBD after 

the city bought it so that any redevelopment could be controlled, knowing that rezoning to actual use 

was always an option. 

A motion by Keeney, seconded by Keeler, to approve the rezoning of parcels located at 542, 

548, 554 and 600 Allegan Street from Central Business District (CBD) to General 

Commercial (C-2).  On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

11. Communications:  

A. A motion by Keeney, seconded by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the August 2017 

Investment & Fund Balance Reports and the DRAFT 08/17/2017 Parks & Trees Minutes.  

On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

12. Accounts Payable: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, that the bills be allowed and orders drawn in the 

amount of $354,382.16 for payment of same.  On a roll call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

 

13. Public Comments 

None. 

 

14. Staff Comments 

 

Superintendent Pond reporting working on pricing for the capital projects. 

 

Superintendent Updike updated Council on the timing of the paving project.. 

 

Community Development Siegel reported having received comments related to the Redevelopment Ready 

Community (RRC) certification and working through that process. 

 

Director Bomar reported positive traffic flows around Starr Elementary and that his staff continues to 

monitor and tweak to improve safety around the school. 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Kelley reported that the auditors are onsite working on year-end. 

 

City Manager Wilson reported that there is a River-to-River Trail meeting on Thursday September 14, 

2017 from 5-7pm at the Old Mill.  He also reported that the Village of Martin would be receiving a Notice of 

Violation for six (6) instances dating back to October 2016.  He also noted a possible billing issue with Gun 

Plain Township related to surcharges. 

 

15. Council Comments:  None. 

 

 

 



 

 

16. Adjournment: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, to adjourn the meeting at 7:23 PM.  On voice vote, 

all voted in favor. Motion passed. 

 

Minutes respectfully 

Submitted by, 

Brian Kelley 

Clerk/Treasurer 



 

 

SUMMARY 

Plainwell City Council 

September 11, 2017 

 

 

1. Mayor Pro-Tem Steele  called the regular meeting to order at 7:01 PM in Council 

Chambers at City Hall. 

 

2. Invocation given by Steve Smail at Lighthouse Baptist Church. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

4. Roll Call:  Present:  Steele, Keeler, Overhuel and Keeney.  Absent: Brooks. 

 

5. Approved Minutes/Summary of 08/28/2017 regular meeting. 

 

6. Approved 2017/2018 street sweeping with Superior Sweeping for $17,000.00. 

 

7. Approved bio-bed media replacement with Clean Earth/AIS Construction for $11,186.25. 

 

8. Approved Main Street crack filling with Bronco Asphalt Maintenance for $7,495.00. 

 

9. Approved Sherwood Parking Engineering with Fleis & Vanderbrink for $10,000.00 

 

10. Approved rezoning to C-2 General Commercial for 542, 548, 554 and 600 Allegan Street. 

 

11. Accepted and placed on file the August 2017 Investment and Fund Balance Reports and 

the DRAFT 08/17/2017 Parks & Trees Minutes. 

 

12. Approved Accounts Payable for $354,382.16. 

 

13. Adjourned the meeting at 7:23 pm. 

 

Submitted by, 

Brian Kelley 

Clerk/Treasurer 
 

 

 

 

, 

 

 

The City of Plainwell is an equal opportunity provider and employer  











The City of Plainwell is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

9/21/2017 
 
 
To: Erik Wilson, City Administrator 
From: Bryan Pond, Superintendent WR 
Cc: Brian Kelly City Treasurer 
 
 
RE: Installation of Mulch in Bio-Filter 
 
 
Due to the retaining wall and plastic pipe drainage structure, it will be necessary to have the mulch placed 
with a company that installs mulch in large coverage areas professionally. I have only found one company 
locally that provides this service. 
 
I have contacted Superior Ground Cover Inc. of Grand Rapids. Their quote for $5,312 includes installing the 
new fabric, loading their trucks at Renewed Earth in Otsego and using a “slinger conveyor” to throw the 
mulch into place. 
 
I have budgeted $30,000 to complete the capital project and with this installation cost we are just over 
$15,000 for the project thus far. The other costs which could arise are replacing damaged piping. The 
second cost could be if the aggregate layer in the bottom of the filter will need additional product placed. 
 
At the time of composing this memo I have not received a price from Superior Groundcover to “sling 
“additional aggregate into the filter if needed. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Rick Brooks, Mayor  

Lori Steel Mayor Pro-Tem 

Roger Kenney, Council Member 

Brad Keeler, Council Member 

Todd Overhuel, Council Member 

www.plainwell.org 

 

Bryan D. Pond, Superintendent 

129 Fairlane Street 

Plainwell, Michigan 49080 

Phone: 269-685-5153 

Fax: 269-685-1994 

Email: BPond@plainwell.org 

http://www.plainwell.org/


Thank You For The Opportunity! 

City of Plainwell WWTP 
Certified Playground Mulch Blower Truck Installation

Material Cubic Yard Volume Cost/Cubic Yard Total Cost

Organic Media 240 $18.00 $4,320.00

Woodchips 28 $14.00 $392.00

Fabric Supply & Install 2,000 SF APPROX $600.00

Total Amount 268 $5,312.00

Prepared For: Bryan Pond @ City of Plainwell

Proposal Date: 9/20/2017

Pricing Includes Delivery, Installation, & Cleanup 
City of Plainwell To Supply The Material @ Renewed Earth 

Tax On Material Unless Tax Exempt 
Minimum Volumes May Apply

Superior Solutions. Superior Service.

Jordan Dykstra 
Direct: 616.889.1698 

Jordan@SuperiorGroundcover.com 

www.SuperiorGroundcover.com 

10588 Linden Dr NW 
Grand Rapids MI 49534

mailto:jordan@SuperiorGroundcover.com
http://www.SuperiorGroundcover.com
mailto:jordan@SuperiorGroundcover.com
http://www.SuperiorGroundcover.com


 

6/07/17 Planning Minutes 

CITY OF PLAINWELL 

MINUTES 

Planning Commission 

September 6, 2017 

 

1. Call to Order at 7:00 p. m. by Chair Lubic 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

3. Roll Call:  Present: Jay Lawson, Lori Steele, Diana Lubic, Jim Higgs, Chris Haas, 

Gary Sausaman  

 Excused: Chris Slinkman 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – 6/07/17  

Sausaman motioned to approve minutes as received seconded by Steele. 

Minutes approved.   

  

5. Chairperson’s Report: 

Lubic reported that she will be attending the Michigan State Planning Conference 

on Mackinac Island in October. 

 

6. New Business:  

 A. A motion by Hass, supported by Higgs to open  the Public Hearing at 7:05 

p.m. to hear comment on the request to rezone the Mill property of 

542,548,554, 600 Allegan St. from CBD (Central Business District to C2 

(General Commercial) for the development of Sweetwater Donut Mill. On a 

voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

B. Discussion – the property was originally listed as CBD to avoid Industrial 

businesses, such as a junk yard from being developed on the Mill property, thus 

protecting the surrounding neighborhood and businesses. Knowing there was an 

option of re-zoning at an appropriate time. Rick Schell, of R. E. Schell 

Enterprises L.L.C. spoke about the fit of the Sweetwater Development in a C2 

zone would work due to the parking requirements and the need for a free 

standing sign along M89, as well as the other businesses on M89 is all zoned 

C2.  

 

7. Old Business: 

 None   

8. Public Comment: 

 None 

9. Reports and Communications: 

  A. Accepted the 7/10, 7/24, 8/14 & 8/17 Council Minutes. Minutes were accepted 

as presented. 

  

10. Staff Comments: 

 Siegel mentioned that the City is in the review process for the Redevelopment 

Ready Certification through the MEDC.    

  

11. Commissioner Comments: 



 

6/07/17 Planning Minutes 

Higgs commented on the County Commission minutes regarding Allegan County 

millage for more Sheriff Patrols in the County.  

  

12.   Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 p.m.  

 

 

Minutes submitted by Denise Siegel, Community Development Manager  
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To: Julie Stout, Alicia Kershaw, Ryan Lewis, and General Public 

From: Don Black, Commissioner District #7 

Subject: 2-Meetings, J.C. Wheeler Library 1576 S. Main St. Martin October 23, 2017- 6:00pm, and 

Ransom Library 180 S. Sherwood Ave. Plainwell November 16, 2017-7:00pm. 

Hi to residents of Plainwell, Gun Plain Township, Martin Township, Martin Village and Wayland 

Township. You are all in District #7. 

I have decided not to seek re-election and my term ends 2018. I want to encourage you to consider 

serving your community, or encourage a friend, understand time commitment, and I will answer 

questions.  

Some questions and or points to consider: 

 Why not? 

 Serve your community 

 Follow your God-given call or using gifts/talents 

 Make a difference 

 Are you a leader? 

 Have you always wanted to be a leader? 

 Are you fiscal responsible? 

 You may want to, but have never held a public office. 

 I will be available on the 2-above dates to encourage you, or your friend. 

 

If time allows I will share a few stories. Once I was asked if I would share my best and my worst 

experience serving the public, I agreed. The man said, “Tell me the worst experience first”.      

 

Sincerely, Don Black 



The Island City 
Plainwell is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

Reports & Communications: 

A.   Special Event Permit 2017-10 – Fall Festival (Pumpkins in the Park): 
This is the annual Fall Festival Permit for October 21, 2017 as part of a host of activities in the 
downtown area. 
Recommended action:  Consider approving Special Event Permit 2017-10. 
 
B.  WR – Installation of Mulch in Bio-Filter: 
Superintendent Pond found one local company to install organic mulch for the bio-filter at the Water 
Renewal Plant.  This is due to the retaining wall and the plastic pipe drainage structure.   
Recommended action: Consider approving the project with Superior Ground Cover, Inc. for 
$5,312.00 to install and spread organic mulch in the Water Renewal Bio-Filter. 
 
 
Reminder of Upcoming Meetings 
 

 September 28, 2017 – Allegan County Board of Commissioners – 1pm 
 October 10, 2017 – Plainwell DDA/BRA/TIFA Board – 7.30am 
 October 4, 2017 – Plainwell Planning Commission – 7pm 
 October 9, 2017 – Plainwell City Council – 7pm 

 
Non-Agenda Items / Materials Transmitted 
 

 Public Meetings with Commissioner Don Black – Ransom District Library – November 
16, 2017 7pm 
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