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AGENDA (AMENDED) 

Plainwell City Council 

Monday, January 27, 2025 ‐ 7:00PM 

Plainwell City Hall Council Chambers 
 

 

1. Call to Order 
2. Invocation 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
4. Roll Call 
5. Approval of Minutes – 01/13/2025 Regular Meeting  

6. General Public Comments 
7. County Commissioner Report 
8. Agenda Approval 
9. Mayor’s Report 
10. Recommendations and Reports: 
A. City – Ordinance #399 – Michigan Gas Utilities Franchise    
Council will consider approving Ordinance #399, granting Michigan Gas Utilities permission to 

lay and maintain gas lines in public right of ways within the City of Plainwell for a period of ten 

years.  

 

B. City – Special Event Permit 25‐01 – Dean’s Ice Cream 
Council will consider approving Dean’s Ice Cream Special Event Permit. 

  

C. City – Other Post‐Employment Benefit ‘OPEB’ Trust Contribution 
Council will consider approving a transfer of $9,949.00 into the OPEB Trust to cover the 

actuarially determined ‘normal cost’ for employees covered by the City of Plainwell Retiree 

Medical Benefit Plan.  

 

D. City – Consideration of the sale of land in Industrial Park Purchase Agreement for Vacant 
Industrial Land 

Council will consider approving the sale of land located in Industrial Park and authorizing the 

City Manager to execute the sale approximately 28 (or 15) acres of real property located at 830 

Miller Road, Plainwell, MI 49080, parcel ID 55‐020‐056‐00, and authorizing the City Manager and 

Brad Keeler, Mayor 

Lori Steele, Mayor Pro‐Tem 

Cathy Green, Council Member 

Roger Keeney, Council Member 

Randy Wisnaski, Council Member 
“The Island City” 

Department of Administration Services 

211 N. Main Street 

Plainwell, Michigan 49080 

Phone: 269‐685‐6821   Fax: 269‐685‐7282 

Web Page Address: www.plainwell.org 
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City Clerk to enter into a purchase/sale agreement for the property subject to final approval by the 

City Manager and City Attorney.  Further authorize the City Manager and City Clerk to execute 

documents or other agreements as necessary to close on the sale of the property, subject to final 

review by the City Manager and Attorney, and authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to 

take any steps necessary to effectuate the sale of the property subject to this motion. 

 

E. City – Resolution 2025‐06 – A Resolution of support for the West Michigan Trails Regional 
Trails Master Plan 

Council will consider adopting Resolution 2025‐06 as presented.  

 

F. DPS – Sale of a 2016 Ford Explorer SUV, previously used as the Chief’s vehicle 
Council will consider approving the sale of a 2016 Ford Explorer SUV with the minimum sale 

price being $9,000.  

11. Communications: The December Department of Public Safety and Water Renewal reports, the 

12/10/2024 DDA/BRA/TIFA meeting minutes and the 12/12/2024 Parks & Trees meeting minutes. 

12. Accounts Payable ‐ $235,661.43 
13. Public Comments 
14. Staff Comments 
15. Council Comments 
16. Adjournment 



MINUTES 
Plainwell City Council 

January 13, 2025 
 

The City of Plainwell is an equal opportunity employer and provider 

1. Mayor Keeler called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm in City Hall Council Chambers. 
 

2. Invocation: Given by Steve Smail of Lighthouse Baptist Church. 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 
 

4. Roll Call:  Present:  Mayor Keeler, Mayor Pro Tem Steele, Councilmember Wisnaski, Councilmember Keeney and Councilmember 
Green.  Absent:  None 
 

5. Approval of Minutes: 
A motion by Steele, seconded by Wisnaski, to accept and place on file the Council Meeting Minutes of the 12/23/2024 regular 
meeting.  On a voice vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 
6. Public Comment:  None. 
 
7. County Commissioners Report:  None. 

 
8. Agenda approval: 

A motion by Steele, seconded by Wisnaski, to approve the Agenda for the January 13, 2025 meeting as presented.  On a voice 
vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 
9. Mayor’s Report:  We have two offers on the remaining 25 acres of property in Industrial Park.  One offer is for 15 acres, and the 

other is for the full 25 acres.  We are hoping to work with both. 
 
10. Recommendations and Reports: 

A. Clerk Leonard discussed Resolution 2025-05.  This Resolution updates Poverty Exemption guidelines based on information 
provided and updated each year by the US Department of Health and Human Services. 
A motion by Keeney, seconded by Green, to adopt Resolution 2025-05 - Guidelines for Poverty Exemptions as presented.  
On a roll call vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 
 

B. Superintendent Nieuwenhuis discussed the annual road salt purchase through Michigan’s MiDeal program.  This purchase 
was approved by Council on June 24th, 2024 as part of an annual blanket confirming and purchase order.  At that time, the 
vendor was unknown.  Michigan has chosen Detroit Salt to be this year’s supplier.  
A motion by Keeney, seconded by Wisnaski, approving the seasonal salt purchase through the Michigan MiDeal 
program from Detroit Rock salt for $6,667.00.  On a roll call vote, all voted in favor.   Motion passed. 
 

C. Superintendent Nieuwenhuis discussed the City’s water tower.  The water tower is about 25 years old, and is due for 
maintenance and repair.  Dixon Engineering has provided a professional service agreement for this project.  In the 
agreement, Phase 1 will consist of Dixon Engineering writing the specifications for the bid process and assisting with the 
contract and the preconstruction meeting. 
A motion by Wisnaski, seconded by Steele, approving a professional services agreement with Dixon Engineering for 
Phase 1 of the water tower renovation project for a cost of $11,500.00.  On a roll call vote, all voted in favor.   Motion 
passed. 
 

D. Director Callahan discussed a purchase agreement with Axon Body Worn Cameras.  The agreement requires annual 
installment payments over a five-year period.  This is the third of five total such payments. The City will make the payment, 
and then submit proof of payment to a grant program awarded through Small Rural Tribal to purchase body cameras.  
Small Rural Tribal will reimburse the City half of the cost of each installment payment. 
A motion by Keeney, seconded by Green, approving the third installment payment to Axon Body Worn Cameras in the 
amount of $5,916.45.  On a roll call vote, all voted in favor.   Motion passed. 
 

11. Communications:   
A motion by Steele, seconded by Wisnaski, to accept and place on file the December 2024 Investment and Fund Balance 
Reports.  On a voice vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 
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The City of Plainwell is an equal opportunity employer and provider 

12. Accounts Payable: 
A motion by Keeney, seconded by Wisnaski, that the bills be allowed and orders drawn in the amount of $1,172,207.00 for 
payment of the same.  On a roll call vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 
 

13. Public Comments:  None. 
 

14. Staff Comments: 
Superintendent Nieuwenhuis complemented the DPW staff, sharing that they are doing a good job plowing and keeping up wit 
the snow. 
 
Community Development Manager Siegel shared that she is preparing for the new year.  She is working with a business on a 
Match on Main grant, which awards up to $25,000 to downtown business for renovation projects.  She reminded everyone about 
the upcoming Chocolate Stroll. 
 
Assistant Superintendent Keyser stated that a variable frequency drive at the Cushman lift station is being replaced.  The new gas 
detection equipment has been installed, and will be programmed and fully operational in the next week. 
 
Superintendent Pond shared that W Soule will be fabricating several replacement pieces for the grit mitt auger, as the equipment is 
old enough that OEM parts through the manufacturer are no longer available.   
 
Director Callahan shared that the Shop with a Hero event held on 12/17/2024 was a huge success.  About 140 kids were provided 
with $175 gift cards from Meijer to shop for the holiday.  Police officers, firemen, first responders and teachers worked together to 
assist Plainwell students shop and wrap their chosen gifts. 
 
Clerk Leonard stated that she had learned about annual poverty exemptions while researching information to create Resolution 
2025-05. 

 
City Manager Lakamper mentioned that the tribe had donated a police vehicle to DPS. He shared that Assistant Superintendent 
Keyzer is taking certification classes.   
He provided an update on the Mill property.  There have been discussions with two interested parties, Union Suites and Allen 
Edwin Homes.  Recently a third group expressed interest, and he will bring further information before Council once all three 
interested parties have presented their development ideas. 

 
15. Council Comments: 

Councilmembers Keeney and Green wished everyone a happy new year. 
 

16. Adjournment: 
A motion by Steele, seconded by Wisnaski, to adjourn the meeting at 7:22pm.  On a voice vote, all voted in favor.  Motion 
passed. 
 
 

Minutes respectfully      MINUTES APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL 
submitted by,       January 27, 2025 
JoAnn Leonard 
City Clerk                                                                                                 ________________________________________ 
        JoAnn Leonard, City Clerk 



PETITION OF MICHIGAN GAS UTILITIES  

TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY  

OF PLAINWELL, COUNTY OF ALLEGAN,  

STATE OF MICHIGAN FOR A FRANCHISE 

Now comes Michigan Gas Utilities Corporation. a Delaware corporation doing 

business in the State of Michigan under the assumed name Michigan Gas Utilities, 

(hereinafter referred to as "Grantee"), and petitions the City Council of the City of 

Plainwell, County of Allegan, State of Michigan, to grant a franchise to Grantee, its 

successors and assigns, giving it the right, power, authority and permission to use the 

highways, streets, alleys and other public places of the City of Plainwell, County of 

Allegan, State of Michigan, for the purpose of laying and maintaining gas pipes, mains, 

conduits, valves, drips and all necessary appurtenances in, under and along the 

highways, streets, alleys and other public places, of said City, and the right, power and 

permission to conduct and operate a general gas business and distribution system in 

said City of Plainwell, County of Allegan, State of Michigan, for a period of ten (10) years. 

 
 

MICHIGAN GAS UTILITIES 
CORPORATION 

                 By:  Renee Burzynski  

Renee Burzynski 
Area Manager 
 

 

Date:  January 13, 2025 
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City of Plainwell  
Ordinance # 399 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO MICHIGAN GAS UTILITIES CORPORATION,  A DELAWARE 
CORPORATION, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, THE RIGHT, POWER, AUTHORITY AND 
PERMISSION TO USE THE HIGHWAYS, STREETS, ALLEYS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES OF THE 
CITY OF PLAINWELL, COUNTY OF ALLEGAN, STATE OF MICHIGAN, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
LAYING AND MAINTAINING GAS PIPES, MAINS, CONDUITS, VALVES, DRIPS AND ALL 
NECESSARY APPURTENANCES IN UNDER AND ALONG THE HIGHWAYS, STREETS, ALLEYS AND 
OTHER PUBLIC PLACES, OF SAID CITY, AND THE RIGHT, POWER AND PERMISSION TO 
CONDUCT AND OPERATE A GENERAL NATURAL GAS BUSINESS AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 
IN SAID CITY OF PLAINWELL, COUNTY OF ALLEGAN, STATE OF MICHIGAN FOR A PERIOD OF 
TEN (10) YEARS: 

 

The City Council of the City of Plainwell, County of Allegan, State of Michigan Hereby Ordains: 

Section 1. Granting of Franchise to Use Highways, Streets, Alleys, and Public Places: The City of 
Plainwell, County of Allegan, State of Michigan (hereinafter called "Grantor"), hereby grants to Michigan Gas 
Utilities Corporation, a Delaware corporation (hereinafter called "Grantee"), its successors and assigns, a non-
exclusive franchise to use the highways, streets, alleys and other public places of the City of Plainwell, County 
of Allegan, State of Michigan, for the purpose of constructing, maintaining and operating a natural gas 
distribution system in said City with full right, power and authority to establish, construct, maintain, extend 
and operate a plant, stations, mains, pipes, conduits, valves, drips and all other appurtenances, apparatus and 
appliances within the corporate limits of the City of Plainwell, County of Allegan, State of Michigan, for the 
purpose of supplying and distributing to said Grantor and its inhabitants natural gas for heating and other 
purposes and, for such purposes, to enter upon and use the highways, streets, alleys, and public lands of said 
Grantor and lay, maintain, operate, repair and extend therein, through and thereunder such mains, pipes, 
conduits, valves, drips, apparatus, appliances and other appurtenances as may be necessary and proper for the 
distribution of natural gas throughout and beyond said City, for the purpose of conducting and operating a 
natural gas business subject to the terms and conditions hereinafter provided. 

Section 2. Use of Public Ways:  (a) The Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors shall not unduly 
burden or interfere with the present or future use of any of the Public Ways within the City and shall interfere 
as little as possible with public travel. When opening or excavating the Public Ways, Grantee and its contractors 
and subcontractors shall at the Grantee's sole cost and expense repair the Public Ways and leave it in as good 
condition as before the opening or excavation was made. The Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors 
shall complete such repair within the time specified on the permit issued by the Grantor. In the event that the 
Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors fail to make such repair within the time specified on the permit, 
the Grantor shall be entitled to complete the repair and the Grantee shall pay the costs of the Grantor for such 
repair. The Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors shall maintain the Grantee's Facilities in reasonable 
and safe condition. 

(b) Except in emergencies no Public Way shall be opened for the laying or repair of any Facilities unless 
an application is made to the Grantor stating the nature of the proposed work and the route and upon 
obtaining a right-of-way permit pursuant to applicable Grantor ordinances. No permit shall be issued 
unless the location and depth of the Facilities within the Public Way are identified at the time application 

(c) The Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors shall, at the Grantee's own cost and expense, protect, 
support disconnect, relocate in or remove from the Public Ways any Facilities when required to do so by the 
Grantor due to street or other public excavation, construction, repair, grading, regrading, traffic conditions, the 
installation of sewers, drains, water pipes, or municipally-owned facilities of any kind; the vacation, construction 
or relocation of streets; or other public improvements by a unit of government. 
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(d) A Grantee representative shall attend when requested by the Grantor pre-construction meetings 
conducted by the Grantor in connection with any public improvement projects in the Public Ways in the 
City which may affect the Grantee's Facilities. The Grantee representative shall notify the Grantor and its 
contractors of any conditions of the Grantee's Facilities which may affect the project and the Grantee shall 
make provisions as necessary to prevent the Grantee's Facilities (or their condition) from delaying or 
otherwise interfering with the project. 

(e) Any easements over or under private property necessary for the construction or preparation of the 
Facilities shall be arranged and paid for by the Grantee. Any easements over or under property owned by 
the City other than the Public Ways shall be separately negotiated with the City. The City shall be under 
no obligation to grant such easements. 

 
(f) The Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors shall be subject to all applicable laws, ordinances or 
regulations, including the requirements of the Michigan Public Service Commission in the course of 
constructing, installing, operating and maintaining the Facilities in the city. Without limitation, the Company 
shall comply with the latest edition of the following if applicable: 

(1) The Michigan Gas Safety Code. 

(2) The American National Standards Institute ANSI B-109.1, Standard for Gas Displacement 
Meters. 

(3) The American National Standards Institute Z223.1, National Fuel Gas Code. 

(4) General Rules of the Construction Code Commission. The Grantor and its contractors and 
subcontractors shall comply with all zoning and land use restrictions as may exist or may hereafter 
be amended. 

 
(g) The Grantor may turn-off the Grantee's Facilities in the case of fire, disaster or other emergencies at 
private or public structures as determined by the Fire Chief in conjunction with Grantee's Public Official 
Training. 

(h) The Grantee shall keep accurate, complete and current maps and records of its facilities. Subject to the 
Homeland Security Act, and upon reasonable request (and annually), the Grantee shall furnish a copy of the 
maps and/or records of its facilities to the city.  

(i) In the event that the Grantor or its contractors and subcontractors are working within the Public Ways 
in the vicinity of a gas line having pressure of 250 pounds per square inch or more, upon notice by the 
Grantor the Grantee shall, at its sole expense, furnish at least one Grantee representative who shall identify 
the location of such high pressure gas line and indicate to the Grantor, its employees or contractors how 
to avoid damage to or interference with such high pressure gas line. 

Section 3. Indemnification: The Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors shall use due care at all 
times in exercising the privileges herein. Grantee shall hold harmless, defend and indemnify the City and 
its officers, agents, and employees, from and against all costs, claims, damages, liabilities, expenses, and 
judgments of proceedings of whatever nature, including without limitation, attorneys fees, arising from 
the Grantee's exercise of its rights pursuant to this Franchise Ordinance (whether by the Grantee or the 
Grantee’s contractors or subcontractors): provided, however, that Grantee need not save harmless, defend 
and indemnify the City and its officers, agents, and employees from and against all costs, claims, damages, 
liabilities, expenses and judgments of proceedings of whatever nature, including without limitation, 
attorneys fees, arising out of the sole negligence of the City, its employees, contractors, or agents. 
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Section 4. Rates Established by Michigan Public Service Commission: The rates to be charged by 
Grantee and all rules of service shall be those which are established from time to time by the Michigan 
Public Service Commission or such other body which shall succeed to the jurisdiction, rights, powers and 
authority of said Commission. 

Section 5. Term; Effective Date; Renewal, Supersede Previous Franchise: The rights granted in this 
franchise shall continue in full force and effect for a period of ten (10) years from the effective date of this 
Ordinance. The franchise rights, power and authority granted herein shall automatically be renewed fora 10-
year term thereafter unless, within six (6) months prior to the expiration of the first 10-year term, one party 
provides the other written notice of its intent not to renew the franchise for the upcoming 10-year term. The 
effective date of this franchise shall be the date of the acceptance of the franchise by Grantee, which if 
accepted, shall be filed by the Grantee, in writing, with the City Clerk within sixty (60) days after the enactment 
of this ordinance. 

Section 6. Franchise Revocable: The franchise herein granted shall be revocable at the will of the 
governing body of this City as provided in the Michigan Constitution. 

Section 7. Ordinance Effective Date: This ordinance shall take effect on the eleventh (11th) day following 
the date of publication of the ordinance. 

Section 8. Publication: The City Clerk is hereby directed to cause a true copy of this ordinance to be 
published in the Union Enterprise, a newspaper circulating within the community which this ordinance 
affects within two weeks of its passage. 

Section 9. Recording of Ordinance: Within one week after the publication of this ordinance, the City 
Clerk shall record the ordinance within the books and records of the Grantor kept by the City Clerk for 
such purpose and enactment of such ordinance and the effective date thereof shall be certified by the City 
Clerk therein. 

YES:  

NO:  

ABSENT: 

 
ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED on January 27th, 2025. 
 
 
       _______________________________  

      Brad Keeler 
Mayor 
 
 
_______________________________  

             JoAnn Leonard 
         City Clerk 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
 
It is hereby certified that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by the City Council for the City of 
Plainwell, Allegan County, State of Michigan, at a regular meeting of the City Council duly called 
and held on January 27th, 2025 to take effect on the eleventh (11th) day following publication in 
the Union Enterprise. 
 
    
       By:  
             
        
       _______________________________  

JoAnn Leonard 
City Clerk 

 
 
Adopted:  January 27th, 2025 
Published (date/paper):  February 06th, 2025 in the Union Enterprise 
Effective:  February 17th, 2025 
 
 



City of Plainwell  
Ordinance # ___333 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO MICHIGAN GAS UTILITIES CORPORATION, AQUILA INC. A DELAWARE 
CORPORATION,  DOING BUSINESS IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS,THE RIGHT, 
POWER, AUTHORITY AND PERMISSION TO USE THE HIGHWAYS, STREETS, ALLEYS AND OTHER PUBLIC 
PLACES OF THE CITY OF PLAINWELL, COUNTY OF ALLEGAN, STATE OF MICHIGAN, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
LAYING AND MAINTAINING GAS PIPES, MAINS, CONDUITS, VALVES, DRIPS AND ALL NECESSARY 
APPURTENANCES IN UNDER AND ALONG THE HIGHWAYS, STREETS, ALLEYS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES, OF 
SAID CITY, AND THE RIGHT, POWER AND PERMISSION TO CONDUCT AND OPERATE A GENERAL NATURAL 
GAS BUSINESS AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IN SAID CITY OF PLAINWELL, COUNTY OF ALLEGAN, STATE OF 
MICHIGAN FOR A PERIOD OF TEN (10) YEARS: 

The City Council of the City of Plainwell, County of Allegan, State of Michigan Hereby Ordains: 

Section 1. Granting of Franchise to Use Highways, Streets, Alleys, and Public Places:. The City of Plainwell, County of Allegan, 
z State of Michigan (hereinafter called "Grantor"), hereby grants to Michigan Gas Utilities CorporationAquila , a Delaware corporation 
doing business in the State of Michigan (hereinafter called "Grantee"), its successors and assigns, a non-exclusive franchise to use the 
highways, streets, alleys and other public places of the City of Plainwell, County of Allegan, State of Michigan, for the purpose of 
constructing, maintaining and operating a natural gas distribution system in said City with full right, power and authority to establish, 
construct, maintain, extend and operate a plant, stations, mains, pipes, conduits, valves, drips and all other appurtenances, apparatus 
and appliances within the corporate limits of the City of Plainwell, County of Allegan, State of Michigan, for the purpose of supplying 
and distributing to said Grantor and its inhabitants natural gas for heating and other purposes and, for such purposes, to enter upon and 
use the highways, streets, alleys, and public lands of said Grantor and lay, maintain, operate, repair and extend therein, through and 
thereunder such mains, pipes, conduits, valves, drips, apparatus, appliances and other appurtenances as may be necessary and proper 
for the distribution of natural gas throughout and beyond said City, for the purpose of conducting and operating a natural gas business 
subject to the terms and conditions hereinafter provided. 

Section 2. Use of Public Ways: (a) The Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors shall not unduly burden or interfere with the 
present or future use of any of the Public Ways within the City and shall interfere as little as possible with public travel. When opening 
or excavating the Public Ways,The Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors shall at the Grantee's sole cost and expense repair 
the Public Ways and leave it in as good condition as before the opening or excavation was made. The Grantee and its contractors and 
subcontractors shall complete such repair within the time specified on the permit issued by the Grantor. In the event that the Grantee 
and its contractors and subcontractors fail to make such repair within the time specified on the permit, the Grantor shall be entitled to 
complete the repair and the Grantee shall pay the costs of the Grantor for such repair. The Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors 
shall maintain the Grantee's Facilities in reasonable and safe condition. 

(b) Except in emergencies no Public Way shall be opened for the laying or repair of any Facilities unless an application is made 
to the Grantor stating the nature of the proposed work and the route and upon obtaining a right-of-way permit pursuant to 
applicable Grantor ordinances. No permit shall be issued unless the location and depth of the Facilities within the Public Way 
are identified at the time application 

(c) The Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors shall, at the Grantee's own cost and expense, protect, support disconnect, relocate 
in or remove from the Public Ways any Facilities when required to do so by the Grantor due to street or other public excavation, 
construction, repair, grading, regrading, traffic conditions, the installation of sewers, drains, water pipes, or municipally-owned facilities 
of any kind; the vacation, construction or relocation of streets; or other public improvements by a unit of government. 

(d) A Grantee representative shall attend when requested by the Grantor pre-construction meetings conducted by the Grantor in 
connection with any public improvement projects in the Public Ways in the City which may affect the Grantee's Facilities. The 
Grantee representative shall notify the Grantor and its contractors of any conditions of the Grantee's Facilities which may affect 
the project and the Grantee shall make provisions as necessary to prevent the Grantee's Facilities (or their condition) from 
delaying or otherwise interfering with the project. 

(e) Any easements over or under private property necessary for the construction or preparation of the Facilities shall be arranged 
and paid for by the Grantee. Any easements over or under property owned by the City other than the Public Ways shall be 
separately negotiated with the City. The City shall be under no obligation to grant such easements. 
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(f) The Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors shall be subject to all applicable laws, ordinances or regulations, including the
requirements of the Michigan Public Service Commission in the course of constructing, installing, operating and maintaining the
Facilities in the city. Without limitation, the Company shall comply with the latest edition of the following if applicable:

(1) The Michigan Gas Safety Code.

(2) The American National Standards Institute ANSI B-109.1, Standard for Gas Displacement Meters.

(3) The American National Standards Institute Z223.1, National Fuel Gas Code.

(4) General Rules of the Construction Code Commission. The Grantor and its contractors and subcontractors shall comply
with all zoning and land use restrictions as may exist or may hereafter be amended.

(g) The Grantor may turn-off the Grantee's Facilities in the case of fire, disaster or other emergencies at private or public structures
as determined by the Fire Chief in conjunction with Grantee's Public Official Training.

(h) The Grantee shall keep accurate, complete and current maps and records of its facilities. Subject to the Homeland Security Act, and
upon reasonable request (and / annually), the Grantee shall furnish a copy of the maps and/or records of its facilities to the city.

(i) In the event that the Grantor or its contractors and subcontractors are working within the Public Ways in the vicinity of a gas
line having pressure of 250 pounds per square inch or more, upon notice by the Grantor the Grantee shall, at its sole expense,
furnish at least one Grantee representative who shall identify the location of such high pressure gas line and indicate to the Grantor,
its employees or contractors how to avoid damage to or interference with such high pressure gas line.

Section 3. Indemnification: The Grantee and its contractors and subcontractors shall use due care at all times in exercising the 
privileges herein. Grantee shall hold harmless, defend and indemnify the City and its officers, agents, and employees, from and 
against all costs, claims, damages, liabilities, expenses, and judgments of proceedings of whatever nature, including without 
limitation, attorneys fees, arising from the Grantee's exercise of its rights pursuant to this Franchise Ordinance (whether by the 
Grantee or the Grantee’sGrantee's contractors or subcontractors): provided, however, that Grantee need not save harmless, defend 
and indemnify the City and its officers, agents, and employees from and against all costs, claims, damages, liabilities, demands, 
losses, and expenses and judgments of proceedings of whatever nature, including without limitation, attorneys fees, arising out of 
the sole negligence of the City, its employees, contractors, or agents. 

Section 4. Rates Established by Michigan Public Service Commission: The rates to be charged by Grantee and all rules of 
service shall be those which are established from time to time by the Michigan Public Service Commission or such other body 
which shall succeed to the jurisdiction, rights, powers and authority of said Commission. 

Section 5. Term; Effective Date; Renewal, Supersede Previous Franchise:. The rights granted in this franchise shall continue in 
full force and effect for a period of ten (10) years from the effective date of this Ordinance. The franchise rights, power and authority 
granted herein shall automatically be renewed fora 10-year term thereafter unless, within six (6) months prior to the expiration of the 
first 10-year term, one party provides the other written notice of its intent not to renew the franchise for the upcoming 10-year term. 
The effective date of this franchise shall be the date of the acceptance of the franchise by Grantee, which if accepted,acceptance shall 
be filed by the Grantee, in writing, with the City Clerk within sixty (60) days after the enactment of this ordinance. 

Section 6. Franchise Revocable: The franchise herein granted shall be revocable at the will of the governing body of this City as 
provided in the Michigan Constitution. 

Section 7. Ordinance Effective Date: This ordinance shall take effect on the eleventh (11th) day following the date of publication 
of the ordinance. 

Section 8. Publication: The City Clerk is hereby directed to cause a true copy of this ordinance to be published in the Union 
Enterprise, a newspaper Shopper's Guide or the Union Enterprise, newspapers circulating within the community which this 
ordinance affects within two weeks of its passage. 

Ord. #333 



Section 9... Recording of Ordinance: Within one week after the publication of this ordinance, the City Clerk shall record the 
ordinance within the books and records of the Grantor kept by the City Clerk for such purpose and enactment of such ordinance 
and the effective date thereof shall be certified by the City Clerk therein... 

YES: Snyder, Hull & Moore 

NO: None 

ABSENT: Brooks & Keeler 

Ordinance declared adopted on ___________________________, 2025. September 27, 2004. 

I hereby attest that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council held on 
___________________________, 2025September 27 , 2004 and was thereafter on file for public inspection in the office of the 
City Clerk, complete in the form in which it was finally enacted, for a period of at least four (4) weeks after publication of notice 
that the foregoing Ordinance was on file, which publication occurred on ___________________________, 2025September 30, 
2004. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by the City Council of the City of Plainwell, County of Allegan, State of 
Michigan, at a regular meeting held on ___________________________, 2025September 27, 2004, to take effect on the eleventh 
(11th116) day following the date of publication of the Ordinance, which publication occurred on ___________________________, 
2025.September 30, 2004. The effective date of this Ordinance is ___________________________, 2025.October 11, 2004. adopted by 
the City council of the City of Plainwell, County of Allegan, State of Michigan at a regular meeting held on 27th day of September, 2004 

DATED: _________________________    _____________________________________ 

          DATED: September 27 2004 
Noreen A. Farmer  
Plainwell City Clerk 

CERTIFICATE 
I certify as follows: 

Ordinance #______#333 was published in: Union Enterprise._ 

Date of Publication/Proof of Publication Attached:
 September 30, 

2004 
Ordinance #______No. 333 was recorded in books and records of 
the City: 

DATED: _________________________    _____________________________________ 

Plainwell City Clerk 

Dated: September 30, 2004 

Noreen A. Farmer 
Plainwell City Clerk 
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  Updated 31 August 2023 

“The Island City” 

 
SUGGESTED MOTION:  I motion to approve a transfer of $9,949.00 into the OPEB Trust to 
cover the actuarially determined “normal cost” for employees covered by the City of Plainwell 
Retiree Medical Plan.  
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  The City maintains a Trust Fund for its Retiree Medical 
Plan, which is an “other post-employment benefit” (OPEB) offered to members of the POLC 
and SEIU labor groups.  The City recognizes liabilities on its annual financial statements for 
future costs associated with the Plan, which are determined by an annual actuarial valuation.  
Per Governmental Account Standards, cost associated for covered employees hired after June 
30, 2018 are required to be deposited into a separate Trust account to be paid out in the future 
when the costs are actually incurred. 
 
 
ANALYSIS:  As of the June 30, 2024 Actuarial Valuation, the City’s minimum required 
contribution to the Trust is $9,949.00.  The full OPEB Valuation Report was included in the most 
recent audit and is available for inspection at any time. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT:  The recommended contribution amount is included in the 2024/2025 City 
Budget and funds are available. 
 
 

TO: City Council / Justin Lakamper, City Manager 

FROM: Amanda Kersten, HR / Interim Treasurer 

DATE: January 21, 2025 

SUBJECT: OPEB Trust Contribution 
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“The Island City” 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION: “Motion to approve the sale of approximately 28 (or 15) acres of real 

property located at 830 Miller Road, Plainwell, Michigan 49080 with a permanent parent parcel 

ID# of 55-020-056-00 and authorize the City Manager and City Clerk to enter into a 

purchase/sale agreement for the property subject to final approval by the City Manager and City 

Attorney. Further authorize the City Manager and City Clerk to execute any documents or other 

agreements necessary to close on the sale of the property subject to final review by the City 

Manager and City Attorney. Further authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to take any 

steps reasonably necessary to effectuate the sale of the Property subject to this motion.”         

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: There are approximately 28 acres left for sale of the 

industrial park expansion which has been listed for $25,000 per acre. This 28 acres includes a 

road that was originally intended to serve as a road into the property. We have received two 

offers for this land. One is for the entire 28 acres. One is for 15 acres. Therefore, choosing one 

offer excludes the other.  

 

Offer 1 

Company: USA Earthworks 

Acreage: 15 acres 

Price: $375,000 ($25,000/acre) I have an offer for $20,000/acre in writing and have received 

verbal confirmation from Matt Double that they would pay $25,000/acre but they have not 

submitted that offer in writing yet. 

Conditions: They would do the work to run utilities from Lincoln Rd back to the property as 

part of the deal, but the City would have to do the engineering and pay for the materials. We are 

able to get the engineering paid for through a grant, however, the materials would be out of 

pocket. We do not have a cost estimate on the materials for this. That estimate would be created 

by the engineers. 

Use: Shop, Office, Storage, and aggregate crushing for their construction business.  

 

Offer 2 

Company: Complete Remarketing Services 

Acreage: 28 acres (remaining acreage at the site) 

Price: $700,000 ($25,000/acre)  

TO: Mayor and City Council  

FROM: Justin Lakamper, City Manager 

DATE: January 27, 2025 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Purchase Agreement for Vacant Industrial Land 

  

http://www.plainwell.org/


CITY COUNCIL MEMORANDUM  PAGE 2 

 

Conditions: Their offer includes purchasing the road between Nobis and Profielnorm coming off 

of Lincoln. They would also like to purchase this for another access point into the property. 

Therefore, they would be responsible for running their own private utilities to Lincoln. They 

have agreed to include a utility easement to the City on the road, should for some reason in the 

future we have multiple users on the property who wish to connect to city infrastructure.  

Use: Auto Auction facility. They would store 200-400 cars at any given time and auction off 

around 200 cars per week. This will be a dealer to dealer auction service. They will have a 

mechanics shop, car wash, and offices on the property.  

   

 

ANALYSIS: These are both great offers. Both uses would be allowed in the Industrial Park after 

acquiring a special use permits from the Planning Commission. If either group is unable to 

receive a special use permit they would be able to pull out of the agreement. 

 

Offer 1: This offer would leave approximately 10 acres of the property to sell. It would also 

leave the road in City hands, and still require it to be built someday. USA has offered to do the 

work of installing public utilities down the road, however, the materials would lower profit 

margin of taking this offer. The remaining 10 acres of the property are also the least desirable of 

the property, since prior to the road being built it can only be accessed by Miller Rd. which does 

not allow semi-truck traffic. That being the case, I would anticipate any future offers on that land 

to be less than asking price. USA Earthworks is a local construction company who recently built 

the utilities and roads in the Old Orchard neighborhood and employ local people. They currently 

own a shop on N. Main just south of the Airport. This location would stay and they would 

expand their operations to the industrial park. 

 

Offer 2: This offer would take all of the remaining land including the road. This is positive in 

that it results in a higher sales price and the City would have no additional infrastructure 

expansion costs. They have agreed to grant the City a utility easement up the road should there 

be a future need. This group intends to open a dealer car auction facility. Once open they would 

hold two auctions per week and sell up to 200 cars. This means that there will be a large amount 

of vehicles coming in and out of the area, as we as a large number of buyers. This is positive as it 

will be bringing folks from outside of the area into Plainwell. They will employ a small number 

of full-time employees and more part-time employees as drivers to transport cars.  

 

From a financial perspective the second offer makes the most sense. It will net the maximum 

value of the remaining land and eliminates any need for the City to invest in infrastructure 

expansion. Cash infusions into the General Fund are greatly needed and this provides the mot of 

it. The first offer is also for full asking price, but not being the whole piece leaves the city on the 

hook for utilities to be able to sell the remaining piece.  

 

BUDGET IMPACT: This will add $700,000, or $375,00, less realtor, survey, and closing costs 

to the General Fund.  

 

ATTACHMENTS: Both offers 
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“The Island City” 

 
SUGGESTED MOTION: I motion to approve Resolution 2025-06 as presented.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The City of Plainwell has been working with several 
communities and the West Michigan Trails Organization to develop a 42-mile non-motorized 
trail that would travel from Kalamazoo Township to Kent County. Work began in 2015  by 
hiring Wightman Group to prepare a Planning Study for the River to River Trail, which was 
completed in 2018. To this day the West Michigan Trails Organization has been at work 
developing and repairing trails in West Michigan according to the Plan Study. Their recent 
Master Plan highlights the top projects with the City of Plainwell listed as part of the Phase 1 
Priority Projects for funding for engineering and design plans. 
 
ANALYSIS: By approving this resolution which recognizes and supports the West Michigan 
Trails Master Plan, it will help them, and us, apply for grants and funding for trails. The main 
complexity with creating trails is the sheer number of stakeholders and landowners that need to 
be on the same page. Therefore, a resolution supporting this work helps show funders that the 
many stakeholders are working together. We are currently working with West Michigan Trails 
to apply for a grant to fund engineering work for the interurban trail in Plainwell. This 
resolution will increase our chances of receiving this grant.  
 
BUDGET IMPACT: There is no budget impact.  
 
 
 
 

TO: City Council/ Justin Lakamper, City Manager 

FROM: Denise Siegel, Community Development Manager 

DATE: January 23, 2025 

SUBJECT: Resolution 2025-06 - Support for the West Michigan Trails Master Plan 
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Resolution 2025-06 
City of Plainwell 

Allegan County, Michigan 
 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT 
FOR THE WEST MICHIGAN TRAILS REGIONAL MASTER TRAILS PLAN 

 
At a regular meeting of the Plainwell City Council, held in the Plainwell City Hall Council 
Chambers, 211 North Main Street, Plainwell, MI on January 27, 2025 at 7:00 PM. 
 

The following resolution was offered by Councilmember ______and was supported by 
Councilmember _____: 
 
WHEREAS, trails are vital infrastructure that provide recreational opportunities, 
transportation alternatives, economic development, environmental benefits, and 

enhanced quality of life for residents and visitors of West Michigan; 
 
WHEREAS, the West Michigan Trails Regional Master Trails Plan aims to develop a 
comprehensive, interconnected trail network that enhances connectivity between 
communities, promotes safe multi-modal transportation, and expands access to outdoor 
recreation; 
 
WHEREAS, the Regional Master Trails Plan aligns with the goals of local, regional, and 
state plans, including sustainable development, health and wellness, and equitable 
access to public spaces; 
 
WHEREAS, the development and implementation of the Regional Master Trails Plan 
requires collaboration among municipalities, counties, MPOs, regional planning 
agencies, community organizations, and stakeholders; 
 
WHEREAS, the Regional Master Trails Plan supports regional economic growth by 
improving access to key destinations, fostering tourism, and creating opportunities for 
business development; 
 
WHEREAS, public input and engagement have demonstrated broad support for an 
expanded and connected regional trail system; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Plainwell recognizes and 
supports the West Michigan Trails Regional Master Trails Plan as a framework for 
advancing trail connectivity and multi-modal transportation in the region; 
 



 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that City of Plainwell encourages all regional and local 
partners to join in supporting and implementing the West Michigan Trails Regional 
Master Trails Plan, recognizing its importance in building a vibrant, connected, and 
resilient future for the region. 
 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

Ayes:   ______ 
Nays:   ______ 
Absent:  ______ 
 

             
       ________________________________________ 
             
       JoAnn Leonard, City Clerk 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE: 
I the undersigned being the duly qualified Clerk of the City of Plainwell, Allegan County Michigan, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted by the City Council 
of the City of Plainwell, Michigan, at a regular meeting held on the 27th day of January 2025. 
 

________________________________________ 
             
       JoAnn Leonard, City Clerk 
 



 M E M O R A N D U M  
                                                     211 N. Main Street 
                                                     Plainwell, Michigan 49080 
                                                     Phone: 269-685-6821 
                                                     Fax: 269-685-7282 
 

  
 

Web Page Address: www.plainwell.org 
The City of Plainwell is an Equal Opportunity provider and employer. 

 

“The Island City” 

ACTION ITEM: I motion to approve the sale of one 2016 Ford Explorer SUV used as the Chief’s 
vehicle with the minimum sale price being $9,000.    
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: In November of 2024 the Chiefs vehicle was totaled after 
an accident.  Shortly thereafter the Chief spoke with several other agencies regarding a 
replacement vehicle, one of which being the Gun Lake Tribal Police.  In the meantime, a 2016 
Ford SUV was purchased from a dealer to replace the damaged vehicle.  Just after purchasing 
the 2016 Ford SUV, the Gun Lake Tribal Police reached out and donated a used 2018 Ford SUV 
Patrol vehicle to the agency.   After careful evaluation, it has been determined that selling the 
2016 Ford SUV is in the best financial interest of the department and the city.  
 
ANALYSIS: It is recommended that the sale is approved as the proceeds from the sale can be 
redirected to more critical departmental needs, such as other equipment replacement or 
upgrades.      
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: There is no negative impact to the budget.    
 
 
 
 

TO: Justin Lakamper, City Manager 

FROM: Kevin Callahan, Director of Public Safety 

DATE: January 24, 2025 

SUBJECT: Sale of Chief’s Vehicle  
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Water Renewal

Superintendent: Bryan Pond
December 2024

Significant Department Actions and Results

Pending Items (including CIP) FY 23/24  Expenditure Summary/Issues
(budgeted) (completed)

Hydronic Loop Addition $10,000

Odor Control Study $10,000

Repair Sewer Manhole Michigan St $20,000

CIP Sewers Washington, Kester, Glenview 62,000

HACH DR 3900 Phosphorus test equipment $10,000 completed

$112,000

Replaced Biobed fan motor.

Painting was started in the secondary pump room

Pricing was recieved to replace the "Gritt Mitt" augur housing which will have to be fabricated.

The heater had to be replaced in the grit building.

The new air handling duct work and fan were replaced at Cushman St lift station the original parts were from 1980.



Monthly Flow Data
Our permitted volume of treatment is 1,300,000 gallons per day.  The table and graph below shows the 
breakdown of average monthly flow from our customer communities, the percent ownership of our customer communities.

Total Gallons

Permitted 

Daily Flow 

Gallons Reserve

799,048

450,000

US 131 Motor Sports Park 0

Total: 1,249,048

AVG. DAILY: 43,071 180,000 76%

3,755,241

AVG. DAILY: 129,491 250,000 48%

1,131,000

Ridderman Gas Station 17

USA Earthworks 1,000

North Point Church 1,000

258,042

174,000

TOTAL 1,565,059

AVG. DAILY 6,000 150,000 96%

5375121

AVG. DAILY: 173391.00 720,000 76%

Avg. Daily Plant Flow from entire service district 0.37

Village of Martin 

Otsego Township                                                  Total:

Gun Plain Township                                               

City of Plainwell                                                    Total:

Gun River MH Park

North 10th Street 

Gores Addition

 Ownership of Plant Capacity

55%

12%

19%

14%

Village of Martin
3%

Otsego 
Township

9%

Gun Plain 
Township

4%

City of Plainwell
13%

Plant Reserve
71%

Monthly %
of Flow
Per

Municipality

14% Village of 
Martin

19% Otsego 
Township

City of 
Plainwell 55%

Ownership of Plant Capacity



State Required Reporting Compatible Pollutants

MI State 

Requirement

25 mg/l

30 mg/l

1.0 mg/l

200counts/ml

Pumps convey the waste where gravity sewers cannot, run times are a indicator of how the  station is operating and being maintained.

A group of bacteria found in soil, on vegetation and in large numbers in the intestine of warm‐blooded 

animals, including humans.  Water is not a natural medium for coliform organisms and their presence in 

water is indicative of some type of contamination.

City Benchmark
Monthly Avg. 

Reported/MDEQ

15 9.79

Total Coliform (COLI):

TOTAL SUSPENDED SOLIDS (TSS):

Includes all particles suspended in water which will not pass through a filter.  As levels of TSS increase, a 

water body begins to lose its ability to support a diversity  of aquatic life.

PHOSPHORUS (P):

Controlling phosphorous discharges is a key factor in preventing eutrophication of surface waters.  

Eutrophication is caused by water enrichment of inorganic plant nutrients.  Eutrophication negatively 

effects water bodies due to increases in algal blooming, causing excessive plant growth which depletes 

dissolved oxygen in the river which is necessary for aquatic life to survive. 

Carbonaceous Biochemical oxygen demand (CBOD‐5):

This test measures the amount of oxygen consumed by bacteria during the decomposition of organic 

materials.  Organic materials from wastewater  treatment facility act as a food source for bacteria.

15 11

50 1

0.45 0.31

PS #1 (Cushman)
PS #4  (Hill)

PS #5  (Wedgewood)
PS #3  (Jersey)

PS #6  (Peach)
PS #7  (Wakefield)

PS #2  (12th St.)

161.20

8.5
5.3 13.5 29.87

4.9

104.4

228.9

9.9
4 13.8 25.54

5.4

98

217.6

Monthly
Pump Hours

Pump 1 Pump 2 Pump 3



 
Minutes 

Plainwell DDA, BRA, and TIFA 
December 10, 2024 

 
 

1. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. by Larabel 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Roll Call: 

Members Present: Randy Wisnaski, Nick Larabel, Jim Turley, Adam Hopkins, Cathy Green, Justin Lakamper, 
Paul Rizzo 
Excused: Kevin Seckel, 7:39 am 

4. Approval of Minutes from 10/08/24:  A motion was made by Green to approve the minutes and place on file, 
seconded by Turley.  

5. General Public: None  
6. Chairman’s Report:  None 
7. BRA Action Items 

A. Motion to accept accounts payable for November of $891.25 was made by Rizzo and seconded by 
Hopkins. All in favor vote.  Motion passed. 

B. Larabel provided updates/insights from our tour in Grand Rapids with potential developers for rental units on 
the Mill Site. 

8. DDA Action Items   
A. Downtown Clock Restoration – would like more details on cost of difference between Mechanical 

Renovation and Cosmetic Renovation.  
B. Motion to accept accounts payable for November of $2,973.66 was made by Larabel and seconded by 

Wisnaski.  All in favor vote.   
9. TIFA Action Items  

A. Motion to accept accounts payable for November of $417.10 was made by Hopkins and seconded by 
Turley.  All in favor vote.  Motion carried. 

9.   Communications: 11/11/2024 Council Minutes and the Financial Report/Summary as of 11/30/2024 
10. Public Comments:  None   
11. Staff Comments: Updates were given by Siegel, Community Development Manager development of DDA 

properties and events; Industrial Park Entryway sign updates. Lakamper, City Manager provided information 
on the Mill Site Developments.  

12. Member Comments:  None  
13. Adjournment: A Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rizzo and seconded by Turley  at 8:34 a.m. 

 
 
Submitted by Denise Siegel, Community Development Manager 
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MINUTES 
CITY OF PLAINWELL 

PARKS & TREES COMMISSION 
December 12, 2024 

 
 

1. Matthew Bradley called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. 
 

2. Roll Call: Present:  Matthew Bradley, Marsha Keeler, Bunny LaDuke, Shirley DeYoung, Cory Redder and Public Works 
Superintendent Bob Nieuwenhuis and Council Member Brad Keeler. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes: 
 
Shirley DeYoung moved to accept and place on file the minutes of, November 14, 2024. Bob Nieuwenhuis supported 
the motion.  On voice vote, motion carried unanimously. 
 

4. Parks: 
Bob reported that: 
1. Christmas is all set up in the parks. 
2. Sherwood nothing is really going on. 
3. Pell nothing new. 
4. Hicks (2) new tables thanks to Marsha Keeler. 
5. Miss Dig was called and the ground was marked and the card people still put the cards up where is was marked not to. 
6. We got a really nice tree. 
7. We built huge presents to fill in the gaps around part of the tree.  
8. We got a complaint about sledding and the leaves still being there because the snow came before we had the leaves all 

picked up. 
9. Kenyon Park Bob accidently dug up the ground when he was plowing snow. We can fix it in the spring. 
10. Darrow is good. 

 
Sherwood Park Maintenance Report – Shirley DeYoung 
Shirley reported that she went by today and she liked that we had Christmas lights around the top of the restroom.  
 
Pell Park Maintenance Report – Marsha Keeler  
 Marsha reported that the park looked cold and white. 
 
Hicks Park Maintenance Report – Matthew Bradley 
Matthew reported that he drove by today and the park looked very festive. 
 
Cook Park Maintenance Report – Cory Redder 
Cory reported that he walked through the park over the weekend and he noticed a few pickle ball players and upper cook was 
still pretty tore up from the construction. Bob added that the city held back $60,000 from the project and 25,000 is for the 
restoration of the park. 
 
Kenyon Park Maintenance Report – Bob Nieuwenhuis 
Brad had nothing to add as he has not been to the park. 
 
Darrow Park Maintenance Report – Bunny LaDuke 
Bunny reported that the park looks good but it has no Christmas decorations. 
 
River walk, Band Shell & CBD Maintenance Report – Cory Redder 
Cory reported that the river walk looks good but it was slippery when walking on it down to the tree lighting. Bob noted that the 
debt crew had been through there and shoveled and salted. Cory wondered if we could put some Christmas stuff at the Band 
Shell. 
 

5. New Business 
A. None. 
 

6. Open Business 
A. Erosion: A small discussion took place about the erosion issue. Cory said that Lois Cutcher is working on looking for grants. 

Brad said the State is in charge of the erosion. The issue will be discussed at a later meeting. 
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Parks & Trees Commission Minutes Page 2 

Web Page Address: www.plainwell.org 
The City of Plainwell is an equal opportunity employer and provider 

 
7. Public Comments 

None. 
 

8. Staff Comments 
None. 
 

9. Chairman’s Report 
None. 
 

10. Commissioners’ Comment: Bunny LaDuke thanked the City DPW for letting her group use some the greens from the old well 
#5 property. 
 

11. Items For Next Agenda: 5 year plan and how we are doing on this. 
 

12. Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be Thursday, January 16 2025 at 5 PM. 
 

13. Adjournment 
 
Shirley DeYoung moved to adjourn the meeting. Marsha Keeler supported the motion. On voice vote, motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:50 PM. 
 

Minutes Respectfully Submitted, 
Cheryl Pickett 
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01/23/2025                           INVOICE APPROVAL BY INVOICE REPORT FOR CITY OF PLAINWELL                                      
                                            INVOICE ENTRY DATES 01/10/2025 - 01/23/2025                                            
                                                BOTH JOURNALIZED AND UNJOURNALIZED                                                 
                                                        BOTH OPEN AND PAID                                                         

Vendor Code Vendor Name
Invoice Description Amount 

000002 AT&T 
269685195701 25 AIRPORT LANDLINE JANUARY 2025 191.62
269685682401 25 DPS LANDLINE JANUARY 2025 191.62

TOTAL FOR: AT&T 383.24

000004 PLAINWELL AUTO SUPPLY INC 
731460 DPW - HEX BIT SOCKET SET  AB 23.49
731464 DPW - ABSORBANT MAT FUEL SPILL  DR 32.99
731471 DPW - OIL DRY  FUEL SPILL  AB 137.90
731595 DPW - 3/8 DR MET HEX BIT  AB 84.28
731611 DPW - HOSE END  SHOP  AB 5.49
731770 DPW - TRUCK #16 CIRCUIT BREAKER/REMAN STARTER/CO 440.00
731771 DPW - SOCKET EXTENSION  SHOP  AB 30.09
731774 DPW - BATTERY CABLES TRUCK #16/EXTRA BATTERY CAB 35.10
731800 DPW - MIRROR TRUCK #15  AB 335.00
731823 DPW - STARTER CORE DEPOSIT #16  CP (86.42)
732009 DPW - # 15 HOSE FITTING/HYDRAULIC HOSE  CLEANER/N 72.34
732052 DPW - FUEL PRESS REGULATOR RETURN  AS/CP (141.99)
732079 DPW - SPOT MIRROR(2) TRUCK #12  CP 69.58
732157 DPW - MALE SLIDE WIRE TERMINALS(23)  RL 13.57
732175 DPW - WORKLIGHT(2)/DIESEL ADDITIVE(6)  AB 97.52
732210 DPW - TORCH TIP  SHOP  AB 29.00
732254 DPS - SYNTHETIC OIL(2)  KC 59.98
732352 DPW - MAG 1 PLOW FLUID #19A  JF 8.29
732391 DPW - WELDING HELMET  AB 179.99

TOTAL FOR: PLAINWELL AUTO SUPPLY INC 1,426.20

000009 CONSUMERS ENERGY
203144636232 WR PLANT JANUARY 2025 6,621.13
204390496240 AIRPORT BLDG SERVICE JANUARY 2025 16.65

TOTAL FOR: CONSUMERS ENERGY 6,637.78

000010 RIDDERMAN & SONS OIL CO INC 
184773 DPW - 525GL 30-#2 DYED DIESEL 1,246.18
184774 DPW - 335GL 5-87 REG 10% ETHANOL GASOLINE 722.61

TOTAL FOR: RIDDERMAN & SONS OIL CO INC 1,968.79

000013 RATHCO SAFETY SUPPLY INC
183790 DDA - CORRECTED OVERNIGHT PARKING SIGNS  CP 384.00



TOTAL FOR: RATHCO SAFETY SUPPLY INC 384.00

000014 MICHIGAN GAS UTILIITIES CORP
5325103290 DPW BLDG DECEMBER 2024 834.91
5325564112 WR PLANT DECEMBER 2024 3,620.45
5325629299 CITY HALL DECEMBER 2024 248.13
5325664805 WR CUSHMAN LIFT DECEMBER 2024 90.78
5326185316 DPS BLDG DECEMBER 2024 928.08
5326601016 WR 12TH ST DECEMBER 2024 48.28
5327491061 WATER CHEM ROOM DECEMBER 2024 220.27
5327513763 DPW BACK BARN DECEMBER 2024 431.15

TOTAL FOR: MICHIGAN GAS UTILIITIES CORP 6,422.05

000034 VERIZON
6101909289 CITY CELL/HOT SPOT SERVICE 11/24 - 12/23/2024 569.64
6103221646 DPW/WR ALARM SERVICES 12/11/2024 - 1/10/2025 46.35

TOTAL FOR: VERIZON 615.99

000035 APPLIED INNOVATION
2713133 CITY HALL COPIER CHARGES 12/13/2024 - 01/12/2025 109.02
2720439 DPW/WR COPIER CHARGES 12/16/2024 - 1/15/2025  CP 152.78

TOTAL FOR: APPLIED INNOVATION 261.80

000134 HAROLD ZEIGLER FORD
347905 DPS - FUEL TUBE SUPPORT/CK ENGINE DIAG  KC 396.17
348372 DPS - 202 FORD #6 *9807 FUEL PUMP/SEAL/BOLT  KC 1,134.81

TOTAL FOR: HAROLD ZEIGLER FORD 1,530.98

000153 FLEIS & VANDENBRINK INC
72247 DPW - UCMR SAMPLING DECEMBER 2024  JL 1,200.00
72366 DECEMBER 2024 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES S MAIN LAP  JL 3,581.53

TOTAL FOR: FLEIS & VANDENBRINK INC 4,781.53

000155 BRAVE INDUSTRIAL FASTENER
173103 DPW - WELDER NOZZLE(2)  CP 18.76

TOTAL FOR: BRAVE INDUSTRIAL FASTENER 18.76

000500 TRUCK & TRAILER SPECIALTIES, INC.
DSO015906 DPW - TRUCK #15 ACTUATING CYL/PIN/SPRING  JF/CP 719.27

TOTAL FOR: TRUCK & TRAILER SPECIALTIES, INC. 719.27

000910 GRAINGER
9368123809 WR - CALCULATOR/ERASER/ABSORB PADS  BP 351.14
9372073214 WR - FELX COUPLING, BRONZE  LK 669.60

TOTAL FOR: GRAINGER 1,020.74

000991 SAFETY SERVICES INC



133003 DPW - SPILL KIT/EAR PLUGS/SAFETY GLASSES  RN 564.23
TOTAL FOR: SAFETY SERVICES INC 564.23

001536 WASHWELL-STADIUM DRIVE GROUP-SOAP 
3915 DPS DRY CLEANING OCTOBER 2024 119.43
3974 DPS DRY CLEANING OCT/NOV/DECEMBER 2024 104.50

TOTAL FOR: WASHWELL-STADIUM DRIVE GROUP-SOAP 223.93

001711 DETROIT SALT COMPANY
S125-28850 DPW - 2024-2025 ROAD SALT 97.35T  CP 6,490.32

TOTAL FOR: DETROIT SALT COMPANY 6,490.32

001829 PERCEPTIVE CONTROLS INC
16946 WR - PROGRAMMING ISSUES PEACH & CUSHMAN  BP 1,702.00

TOTAL FOR: PERCEPTIVE CONTROLS INC 1,702.00

001925 CENTURYLINK 
720253689 ADMIN - LONG DISTANCE PHONE SERVICE JANUARY 2025 0.10

TOTAL FOR: CENTURYLINK 0.10

002002 USABLUEBOOK
INV00556095 WR - STRIKE ULTRA 1 LITER/CAP  BP 684.56

TOTAL FOR: USABLUEBOOK 684.56

002116 CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS
005582801010125 CITY HALL INTERNET/TV/PHONE JANUARY 2025 502.54
005583601010125 DPW/WR INTERNET JANUARY 2025 149.98
172241901010725 AIRPORT INTERNET JANUARY 2025 84.54

TOTAL FOR: CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS 737.06

002149 DONNIE'S AUTO REPAIR
2025.1.9 DPW - #2 2011 FORD TIE RODS/FRONT BRAKE PADS  CP 745.32

TOTAL FOR: DONNIE'S AUTO REPAIR 745.32

002246 ELHORN ENGINEERING CO.
305185 DPW - CHEMICALS FOR WELLS 4 & 7  CP 906.00

TOTAL FOR: ELHORN ENGINEERING CO. 906.00

002283 AXON ENTERPRISE, INC.
INUS307331 DPS - AXON BODY CAM PROGRAM 3RD INSTALL  KC 5,916.45

TOTAL FOR: AXON ENTERPRISE, INC. 5,916.45

002347 ALRO STEEL CORPORTATION
FAP7751KZ DPW - #16 & PLOW   PROTAP W/SPROUT/USUABLE DROP 258.50

TOTAL FOR: ALRO STEEL CORPORTATION 258.50

002368 ORTON, TOOMAN, HALE, MCKOWN & KIEL 



2024.12 DECEMBER 2024 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  KC 50.00
TOTAL FOR: ORTON, TOOMAN, HALE, MCKOWN & KIEL 50.00

002562 CITY OF ALLEGAN
0000014292 DPW - 4TH QTR 2024 WATER TESTING 480.00

TOTAL FOR: CITY OF ALLEGAN 480.00

002723 OMEGA RAIL MANAGEMENT
25-133072 PIPELINE LEASE 3/25/2025 - 3/25/2026  BK/JL 987.55

TOTAL FOR: OMEGA RAIL MANAGEMENT 987.55

004190 WATERSOLVE LLC
10269 WR - SOLVE 137 (1) 465LB DRUM  LK 1,200.00

TOTAL FOR: WATERSOLVE LLC 1,200.00

004784 DUPERON CORPORATION
26181 WR - ULTRONICS C VISION PREPROGRAMMED  LK/BP 4,924.81

TOTAL FOR: DUPERON CORPORATION 4,924.81

004852 PACE ANALYTICAL SERVICES LLC
2550257401 WR - MERCURY SAMPLES JANUARY 2025  BP 593.53

TOTAL FOR: PACE ANALYTICAL SERVICES LLC 593.53

004855 PLAINWELL ACE HARDWARE
18652 DPW - METAL REPAIR TAPE  AIRPORT  AS 10.99
18655 DPW - METAL TAPE/RUBBER TAPE/GREAT STUFF AIRPORT 66.13
18755 DPW - MISS DIG MARKING PAINT  WK 19.98
18756 DPW - COUPLING  AB 5.59
18757 DPW - MAP PRO GAS(2)  AB 29.98
18758 DPW - MISC FASTENERS(2) #61 BASKET  AB 8.98
18763 DPW - CUT OFF WHEEL/DISCS SHOP  AB 96.98
18777 DPW - SCRAPER(2) #15 #10  RL 9.98
18811 DPW - 12-10 AWG .250 TAB CONNECTORS RADAR SIGNS 13.09

TOTAL FOR: PLAINWELL ACE HARDWARE 261.70

004902 BLOOM SLUGGETT PC
26014 DECEMBER 2024 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  JL 210.50

TOTAL FOR: BLOOM SLUGGETT PC 210.50

005012 UNITED BANK
2025.01.13 ADMIN - RETURNED ITEM CHARGE - AK 15.00
2025.01.14 10:54 ACH FEES UB PAYMENTS  PS/RB 7.00
2025.01.15 9:45 ACH FEES TAX DISTRIBUTION  RB 7.00
2025.01.15 9:49 ACH FEES PAYROLL  AB/RB 7.00
2025.01.15 9:49A ACH FEES UNION DUES  AK/RB 7.00
2025.01.16 ADMIN - RETURNED PAYMENT FEE - AK 7.50
2025.01.17 10:25 UB RETURN PAYMENT FEE 7.50



2025.01.21 8:48 ACH FEES TAX DISTRIBUTION 7.00
TOTAL FOR: UNITED BANK 65.00

005047 STAPLES, INC.
6021762021 ADMIN - HANDTOWELS/COPY PAPER/RUBBER BANDS/MO 178.51

TOTAL FOR: STAPLES, INC. 178.51

005165 SHULTS EQUIPMENT, LLC
0108845-IN DPW - TRUCK #12  ROOT CENTER PIN/3/4 X 3" GRADE 8 H 205.80

TOTAL FOR: SHULTS EQUIPMENT, LLC 205.80

005171 FLYERS ENERGY LLC
CFS-4132101 DPS - FUEL FOR POLICE VEHICLES 1/15/2025 817.08

TOTAL FOR: FLYERS ENERGY LLC 817.08

005175 KENT COMMUNICATIONS INC
PA-Q238842 ADMIN - ASSESSMENT NOTICES POSTAGE  MR/AK 817.50

TOTAL FOR: KENT COMMUNICATIONS INC 817.50

005197 ED'S TRUCK REPAIR LLC
25-10010 DPW - TRUCK #15 WHEEL STUD(10)/LABOR TO REPLACE  274.78

TOTAL FOR: ED'S TRUCK REPAIR LLC 274.78

AAESAACH ALLEGAN AREA EDUCATION SVC AGENCY
2025.01.11 DISTRIBUTE 2024 TAX COLLECTIONS W/E 01/11/2025 15,907.23
2025.01.18 DISTRIBUTE 2024 TAX COLLECTIONS W/E 01/18/2025 16,271.97

TOTAL FOR: ALLEGAN AREA EDUCATION SVC AGENCY 32,179.20

ACACH ALLEGAN COUNTY TREASURER
2025.01.11 DISTRIBUTE 2024 TAX COLLECTIONS W/E 01/11/2025 7,989.67
2025.01.18 DISTRIBUTE 2024 TAX COLLECTIONS W/E 01/18/2025 6,193.83

TOTAL FOR: ALLEGAN COUNTY TREASURER 14,183.50

PCSACH PLAINWELL COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
2025.01.11 DISTRIBUTE 2024 TAX COLLECTIONS W/E 01/11/2025 58,608.46
2025.01.18 DISTRIBUTE 2024 TAX COLLECTIONS W/E 01/18/2025 70,702.50

TOTAL FOR: PLAINWELL COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 129,310.96

RDLACH RANSOM DISTRICT LIBRARY
2025.01.11 DISTRIBUTE 2024 TAX COLLECTIONS W/E 01/11/2025 2,358.37
2025.01.18 DISTRIBUTE 2024 TAX COLLECTIONS W/E 01/18/2025 2,163.04

TOTAL FOR: RANSOM DISTRICT LIBRARY 4,521.41

TOTAL - ALL VENDORS 235,661.43



Amanda Kersten, HR/Interim Treasurer     

Insert Signature:

Bryan Pond, Water Renewal Plant Supt.   Kevin Callahan, Public Safety Director     

Bob Nieuwenhuis, Public Works Supt.    Justin Lakamper, City Manager  

Insert Signature:

I verify that I have reviewed the expenditures 
attributed to my department and to the best of my 
knowledge the attached invoice listing is accurate 
and complies with the City's purchasing policy.  

Insert Signature:

Insert Signature:

I verify that I have reviewed the expenditures 
attributed to my department and to the best of my 
knowledge the attached invoice listing is accurate 
and complies with the City's purchasing policy.  

Insert Signature:

I verify that I have reviewed the expenditures 
attributed to my department and to the best of my 
knowledge the attached invoice listing is accurate 
and complies with the City's purchasing policy.  

Insert Signature:

INVOICE AUTHORIZATION

I verify that I have reviewed the expenditures and to 
the best of my knowledge the attached invoice listing 
is accurate and matches invoices physically 
authorized by Department Heads.  

I verify that to the best of my knowledge the 
attached invoice listing is accurate and the 
procedures in place to compile this  invoice listing 
has been followed.

Person Compiling Report

I verify that I have reviewed the expenditures 
attributed to my department and to the best of my 
knowledge the attached invoice listing is accurate 
and complies with the City's purchasing policy.  

Roxanne
Branch

Digitally signed by 
Roxanne Branch 
Date: 2025.01.23 
11:29:39 -05'00'

Amanda
Kersten

Digitally signed by 
Amanda Kersten 
Date: 2025.01.23 
11:33:47 -05'00'

Luke Keyzer
Digitally signed by Luke 
Keyzer
Date: 2025.01.23 
14:16:57 -05'00'

Kevin A 
Callahan

Digitally signed by Kevin 
A Callahan 
Date: 2025.01.23 
16:16:41 -05'00'

Robert
Nieuwenhuis

Digitally signed by Robert 
Nieuwenhuis
Date: 2025.01.23 
14:30:34 -05'00'

Justin
Lakamper

Digitally signed by Justin 
Lakamper
Date: 2025.01.23 
12:30:43 -05'00'



 
Note:  All public comment limited to two minutes, when recognized please rise and give your name and address. 

 
The Island City 

Plainwell is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

Reports & Communications: 
 

A. City – Ordinance #399 – Michigan Gas Utilities Franchise 
This Ordinance pertains to public right of way use by Michigan Gas Utilities, and will remain effective for 

ten years.  The Ordinance grants Michigan Gas Utilities access to right of ways within the City of Plainwell 

for the purpose of laying and maintaining gas pipes, mains, conduits, valves, drips and all necessary 

appurtenances required to conduct and operate a natural gas business and distribution system.  The prior 

franchise agreement, Ordinance #333 approved in 2004, was the template for Ordinance #399.  Changes 

between the two Ordinances are noted in red in the document following the draft of Ordinance #399.   

Recommended action:  Consider approving Ordinance #399 as presented. 

 

B. City – Special Event Permit 25‐01 – Dean’s Ice Cream 
Dean’s Ice Cream has submitted Special Event Permit 25‐01, requesting permission to close Sherwood St. 

between Sterling and Oak from 4pm until 8pm every Monday night beginning April 14th, 2025 through 

October 6th, 2025 for a car show. 

Recommended action:  Consider approving Dean’s Ice Cream Special Event Permit. 

 

C.  City ‐ OPEB Trust Contribution 
The City maintains a Trust Fund for its Retiree Medical Plan, which is an “other post‐employment benefit” 

(OPEB) offered to members of the POLC and SEIU labor groups. The City recognizes liabilities on its 

annual financial statements for future costs associated with the Plan, which are determined by an annual 

actuarial valuation. Per Governmental Account Standards, costs associated for covered employees hired 

after June 30, 2018 are required to be deposited into a separate Trust account to be paid out in the future 

when the costs are actually incurred. 

Recommended action: Consider approving a transfer of $9,949.00 into the OPEB Trust to cover the 

actuarially determined ‘normal cost’ for employees covered by the City of Plainwell Retiree Medical Plan.  

 

D. City – Consideration of land sale in Industrial Park Purchase Agreement for Vacant Industrial Land 
The City has received offers from two parties interested in purchasing land in Industrial Park.  Offer 1 from 

USA Earthworks is for 15 acres.  Offer 2 from Complete Remarketing Services is for 28 acres.  Further 

details will be shared when available.   

Recommended action: Consider approving the sale of ~28 (or 15) acres of real property located at 830 

Miller Road, Plainwell, MI 49080, parcel ID 55‐020‐056‐00, and authorizing the City Manager and City 

Clerk to enter into a purchase/sale agreement for the property subject to final approval by the City 

Manager and City Attorney.  Further authorize the City Manager and City Clerk to execute documents or 

other agreements as necessary to close on the sale of the property, subject to final review by the City 

Manager and Attorney, and authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to take any steps necessary to 

effectuate the sale of the property subject to this motion. the sale of land located in Industrial Park and 

authorizing the City Manager to execute the sale. 

E. City – Resolution 2025‐06 – A Resolution of support for the West Michigan Trails Regional Trails Master Plan 
The City of Plainwell has been working with several communities and the West Michigan Trails 

Organization to develop a 42‐mile non‐motorized trail from Kalamazoo Township to Kent County.  Work 

began in 2015 with a Planning Study by the Wightman Group for the River to River Trail, which was 

completed in 2018. Since then, the West Michigan Trails Organization has been developing and repairing 

trails in West Michigan according to that Planning Study. Their recent Master Plan highlights top projects.  



 
Note:  All public comment limited to two minutes, when recognized please rise and give your name and address. 

 
The Island City 

Plainwell is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

Plainwell is listed in the Phase 1: Priority Projects section, along with the City of Wayland, Wayland 

Township and Gun Plain Township.  Approximately 1.5 miles of trail are located within Plainwell city 

limits, along the interurban trail behind Thurl Cook park. 

Recommended action: Consider adopting Resolution 2025‐06 as presented.  

 

F. DPS – Sale of 2016 Ford Explorer SUV previously used as the Chief’s vehicle 
In November of 2024 the Chief’s vehicle was totaled after an accident.  A 2016 Ford Explorer SUV was 

purchased from a dealer to replace it.  After purchasing the 2016 Ford SUV, the Gun Lake Tribal Police 

donated a used 2018 Ford SUV Patrol vehicle to the agency.  After careful evaluation, it has been 

determined that selling the 2016 Ford SUV is in the best financial interest of the department and the city.  

Recommended action: Consider approving the sale of the 2016 Ford Explorer SUV with the minimum sale 

price being $9,000.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Reminder of Upcoming Meetings 
 February 05, 2025 – Planning Commission – 6:30pm  

 February 10, 2025 – City Council – 7:00pm 

 February 11, 2025 – DDA/BRA/TIFA – 7:30am 

 February 13, 2025 – Parks & Trees – 5:00pm 

 February 19, 2025 – Planning Commission – 6:30pm  
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