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Agenda 
Planning Commission 

November 15, 2017 
7:00 PM 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Roll Call 
4. Approval of Minutes: 09/06/17 Planning Meeting 
5. Chairman’s Report 
6. New Business:  
 A. Ace Parking Lot Striping – Addition of a Pole Barn  
 B. Fair Trade Coffee Shop - Change of use and traffic flow 
 7. Old Business: 
8. Public Comment 
9. Reports and Communications:  
 A. 9/11/17, 9/25/17 & 10/9/17 Council minutes 
10. Staff Comments 
 A. City Updates 
11. Commissioners Comments 
12. Adjournment 

Rick Brooks, Mayor 
Lori Steele, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Brad Keeler, Council Member 
Roger Keeney, Council Member 
Todd Overhuel, Council Member 
 “The Island City” 

Department of Administration Services 
211 N. Main Street 
Plainwell, Michigan 49080 
Phone: 269-685-6821 
Fax: 269-685-7282 
Web Page Address: www.plainwell.org 

City of Plainwell   
 
 

 



 

6/07/17 Planning Minutes 

CITY OF PLAINWELL 
MINUTES 

Planning Commission 
September 6, 2017 

 
1. Call to Order at 7:00 p. m. by Chair Lubic 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 
 
3. Roll Call:  Present: Jay Lawson, Lori Steele, Diana Lubic, Jim Higgs, Chris Haas, 

Gary Sausaman  
 Excused: Chris Slinkman 
 
4. Approval of Minutes – 7/19/17  

Sausaman motioned to approve minutes as received seconded by Steele. 
Minutes approved.   

  
5. Chairperson’s Report: 

Lubic reported that she will be attending the Michigan State Planning Conference 
on Mackinac Island in October. 
 

6. New Business:  
 A. A motion by Hass, supported by Higgs to open  the Public Hearing at 7:05 
p.m. to hear comment on the request to rezone the Mill property of 
542,548,554, 600 Allegan St. from CBD (Central Business District to C2 
(General Commercial) for the development of Sweetwater Donut Mill. On a 
voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 
B. Discussion – the property was originally listed as CBD to avoid Industrial 

businesses, such as a junk yard from being developed on the Mill property, thus 
protecting the surrounding neighborhood and businesses. Knowing there was an 
option of re-zoning at an appropriate time. Rick Schell, of R. E. Schell 
Enterprises L.L.C. spoke about the fit of the Sweetwater Development in a C2 
zone would work due to the parking requirements and the need for a free 
standing sign along M89, as well as the other businesses on M89 is all zoned 
C2.  

 
7. Old Business: 
 None   
8. Public Comment: 
 None 
9. Reports and Communications: 

  A. Accepted the 7/10, 7/24, 8/14 & 8/17 Council Minutes. Minutes were accepted 
as presented. 

  
10. Staff Comments: 
 Siegel mentioned that the City is in the review process for the Redevelopment 

Ready Certification through the MEDC.    
  
11. Commissioner Comments: 



 

6/07/17 Planning Minutes 

Higgs commented on the County Commission minutes regarding Allegan County 
millage for more Sheriff Patrols in the County.  

  
12.   Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 p.m.  
 
 

Minutes submitted by Denise Siegel, Community Development Manager  



 
 

CITY OF PLAINWELL 

 
                PROJECT / SITE PLAN REVIEW FORM Rev. 8/2005 

  
Today’s Date:  11/08/17  
Parcel Number: 55-205-009-00  
Project Site Address:  939 Industrial Parkway  
Owner(s) w/Contact Information:  Brian McDavid, 269-348-8900 or kingstriper1@aol.com 
Contractor(s) w/Contact Information:  
Current Zoning:  M-1 
Wellhead Protection/Flood Hazard District?  No                          
Description of Proposed Project: An Accessory building (Pole Barn) for cold storage using existing pad from 
a previous building.  
 
1.  Is The Project a Permitted Use?  Yes    
If No, Is Proposed Use a Permitted Use After Special Approval? 
 
2.  Have All the Necessary Copies of the Proposed Project Been Submitted (PDF Format)?  Yes 
3.  Zoning Permit has Been Completed? Yes  
  
4.  Is the Site Plan Accompanied By? 

• Legal description-  No 
• Gross land area with north point - Yes 
• Zoning classification-   M-1 
• Zoning and land use of abutting lots, w/structures and improvements indicated No 
• Name and address of person preparing the site plan-  
• Scale- Yes  
• Structure location(s)-   YES  
• Dimensions of lot and property lines-     
• Location of all structures on subject and abutting properties-  No  
• Location of each proposed structure, w/use(s), w/number of stories, gross building area- Yes    
• Distances between structures and lot lines, setback lines- Yes 
• Occupancy type – Cold Storage  
• Fire exits -  

 
5.  Parking (and Paving) 

• Proper number of parking spots/handicap? YES 
• Location of loading docks/zone? YES 
• Adequate loading space?  YES 
• Asphalt or gravel requirement met?  

 
6.  Landscaping 

• Location and volume meets requirement? N/A 
 
7.  Lighting 

• Exterior lighting kept substantially on property? Yes 
 
8.  Traffic Flow (vehicular and pedestrian)  

• Driveway permit needed? NO 
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• Does traffic circulation provide safe vehicular and pedestrian flow  
• Public safety vehicle access? 
• Fire lanes needed? 
 

9.  Storm Water Retention –  
• Location of proposed storm collection area shown? 
• Adequate size? 

 
10.  Dumpster –N/A 

• Location and screening? 
 
 
11.  Water and Sewer Lines (hookups) –  

• Will permits be needed? 
• Size and location of water connections/meter(s)? 
• Is a backflow preventer required? 
• Size and location of sewer connections? 
• Hydrant location 

 
12.  Noise, Odor, Particulate, Vibration, Combustible or Hazardous Material Concerns 
 
13.  Signage Plan 

• Describe plan: 
 
14.  Outside Storage – N/A 

• Will outside storage be required?  
• Proper screenage and distances met? 

 
15.  Is Minimum/Maximum Lot Width Requirement Met? Yes 
 
16.  Is Minimum/Maximum Lot Area Requirement Met? Yes 
 
17.  Is Minimum/Maximum Height Requirement Met? Yes 
 
18.  Setback Requirements - Meets 

• Front -  165 
• Back – 55  
• Side – 28 and 136 
 

 
19.  Phase Construction (if applicable) N/A 

• Description of each phase: 
 
  
20.  Fire Suppression Considerations (if applicable) 

• Is sprinkler needed or recommended 
• Fire Pump needed ( 3 stories or more) 

 
 

























The Station- Fair Trade Coffee and Gifts, 203 South Main Street, Plainwell, MI  49080.  Formerly known as Skyline Computer Technologies 
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MINUTES 

Plainwell City Council 

September 11, 2017 

 

1. Mayor Pro-Tem Steele called the regular meeting to order at 7:01 PM in City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

2. Steve Smail of Lighthouse Baptist Church gave the invocation. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

4. Roll Call:  Present: Mayor Pro-Tem Steele, Councilman Keeler, Councilman Overhuel and Councilman 

Keeney.  Absent:  Mayor Brooks. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes/Summary: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the Council Minutes and 

Summary of the 08/28/2017 regular meeting.  On voice vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

6. General Public Comments:  None 

 

7. County Commissioner Report / Presentations: 

Commissioner Don Black noted recent County Commission Board actions. 

 

8. Agenda Amendments: 

Added Item 10E - Rezoning of the parcels located at 542, 548, 554, 600 Allegan St. from Central Business 

District (CBD) to General Commercial (C-2). 

A motion by Overhuel, seconded by Keeler, to amend the Agenda accordingly.  On a voice vote, 

all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

9. Mayor’s Report: 

Mayor Pro-Tem Steele remembered 9/11 and thanked Director Bomar and his staff for all their hard works. 

 

10. Recommendations and Reports: 

 

A. Superintendent Updike reported having gone out for bid for street sweeping.  Only one bid was 

received and it is recommended to award the contract to Superior Sweeping. 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Keeney, to approve the contract with Superior Sweeping 

for 2017/2018 street sweeping with a total project cost of $17,000.00.  On a roll-call vote, all 

in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

B. Superintendent Pond reported the need to replace the bio-bed media at the Water Renewal Plant, 

which aids in odor control.  The existing bed has reached the end of its useful life. 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Keeney, to approve the project with Renewed Earth and 

AIS re replace the bio-bid media at the Water Renewal Plant for a total project cost of 

$11,186.25.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

C. Superintendent Updike reported bids received for crack filling on Main Street and how it compared 

with the cost of the city doing the work on its own.  The recommendation is to use a local vendor who 

quoted the lowest price. 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Keeney, to approve the project with Bronco Asphalt 

Maintenance for crack filling on Main Street from Starr Road to the Grand Elk Railroad in 

the amount of $7,495.00.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed.  

 

D. Community Development Manager Siegel reported that as part of the DNR Recreation Passport 

Grant, the city must retain the services of a state-registered professional to act at “Prime 



 

 

Professional” to act as liaison between the city and the state for the grant.  Of the bids solicited, one 

firm submitted a quote. 

A motion by Overhuel, seconded by Keeney, to approve the project with Fleis & 

Vandenbrink for engineering services for the Sherwood Park Improvements as part of the 

MDNR Passport Grant in the amount of $10,000.00.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor.  Motion 

passed. 

 

E. Community Development Siegel reported that the parcels being bought by Sweetwater’s Donuts on 

the Mill Property were zoned CBD (Central Business District) and should be C-2 (General 

Commercial) to better fit the actual use of the property after it is sold.  This will allow for more 

appropriate signage, setbacks and parking.  The Planning Commission reviewed the rezoning request 

and recommends approval.  City Manager Wilson noted that the Mill Property was zoned CBD after 

the city bought it so that any redevelopment could be controlled, knowing that rezoning to actual use 

was always an option. 

A motion by Keeney, seconded by Keeler, to approve the rezoning of parcels located at 542, 

548, 554 and 600 Allegan Street from Central Business District (CBD) to General 

Commercial (C-2).  On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

11. Communications:  

A. A motion by Keeney, seconded by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the August 2017 

Investment & Fund Balance Reports and the DRAFT 08/17/2017 Parks & Trees Minutes.  

On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

12. Accounts Payable: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, that the bills be allowed and orders drawn in the 

amount of $354,382.16 for payment of same.  On a roll call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

 

13. Public Comments 

None. 

 

14. Staff Comments 

 

Superintendent Pond reporting working on pricing for the capital projects. 

 

Superintendent Updike updated Council on the timing of the paving project.. 

 

Community Development Siegel reported having received comments related to the Redevelopment Ready 

Community (RRC) certification and working through that process. 

 

Director Bomar reported positive traffic flows around Starr Elementary and that his staff continues to 

monitor and tweak to improve safety around the school. 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Kelley reported that the auditors are onsite working on year-end. 

 

City Manager Wilson reported that there is a River-to-River Trail meeting on Thursday September 14, 

2017 from 5-7pm at the Old Mill.  He also reported that the Village of Martin would be receiving a Notice of 

Violation for six (6) instances dating back to October 2016.  He also noted a possible billing issue with Gun 

Plain Township related to surcharges. 

 

15. Council Comments:  None. 

 

 

 



 

 

16. Adjournment: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, to adjourn the meeting at 7:23 PM.  On voice vote, 

all voted in favor. Motion passed. 

 

Minutes respectfully 

Submitted by, 

Brian Kelley 

Clerk/Treasurer 



 

 

MINUTES 

Plainwell City Council 

September 25, 2017 

 

1. Mayor Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM in City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

2. Scott Fenner of Lighthouse Baptist Church gave the invocation. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

4. Roll Call:  Present: Mayor Brooks, Mayor Pro-Tem Steele, Councilman Keeler, Councilman Overhuel and 

Councilman Keeney.  Absent:  None. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes/Summary: 

A motion by Steele, seconded by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the Council Minutes and 

Summary of the 09/11/2017 regular meeting.  On voice vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

6. General Public Comments:  None 

 

7. County Commissioner Report / Presentations:  None. 

 

8. Agenda Amendments:  None. 

 

9. Mayor’s Report:  None. 

 

10. Recommendations and Reports: 

 

A. Community Development Manager Siegel reported to Council about the volunteer efforts to put on 

the Fall Festival, which includes Pumpkins in the Park, Arts & Eats and a bevy of activities on that 

Saturday in October.  This annual event is well attended. 

A motion by Steele, seconded by Keeler, to approve Special Event Permit 2017-10 – Fall 

Festival (Pumpkins in the Park).  On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

B. Superintendent Pond reported the need to replace the organic mulch in the Water Renewal Bio-

Filter.  The mulch will be coming directly from the Renewed Earth facility near Otsego and spread 

with specialized conveyers. 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Keeney, to approve the project with Superior Ground 

Cover Inc. to install and spread organic mulch at the Water Renewal Plant for a total 

project cost of $5,312.00.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

11. Communications:  

A. A motion by Steele, seconded by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the August 6, 2017 

Planning Commission Minutes.  On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

12. Accounts Payable: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Keeney, that the bills be allowed and orders drawn in the 

amount of $51,238.62 for payment of same.  On a roll call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

 

13. Public Comments 

None. 

 

14. Staff Comments 

 



 

 

Superintendent Pond reporting new painting at all of the tanks, using summer help. 

 

Superintendent Updike updated Council on the timing of the paving project and that Renewed Earth is 

taking some of the leaves at the DPW facility for use in its operations. 

 

Community Development Siegel briefed Council on the redevelopment of the city’s website, which is slated 

to go-live on November 10.  She also noted that the new Industrial Park Help-Wanted Sign is up and looks 

great.  She noted several upcoming events including the Scarecrow Stroll Contest. 

 

Director Bomar reported on the department’s participation on 40 fire and lockdown drills during the school 

year at all of the Plainwell Community School buildings within the city limits.  He also noted several 

upcoming projects. 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Kelley reported that the auditors are nearing completion of the June 2017 financial 

statements. 

 

15. Council Comments:  None. 

 

16. Adjournment: 

A motion by Steele, seconded by Overhuel, to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 PM.  On voice vote, all 

voted in favor. Motion passed. 

 

Minutes respectfully 

Submitted by, 

Brian Kelley 

Clerk/Treasurer 



 

 

MINUTES 

Plainwell City Council 

October 09, 2017 

 

1. Mayor pro tem Steele called the regular meeting to order at 7:02 PM in City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

2. Scott Smail of Lighthouse Baptist Church gave the invocation. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

4. Roll Call:  Present: Mayor Pro-Tem Steele, Councilman Keeler, Councilman Overhuel and Absent:  

Councilman Keeney and Mayor Brooks 

 

5. Approval of Minutes/Summary: 

A motion by Overhuel, seconded by Keeler, to accept and place on file the Council Minutes and 

Summary of the 09/25/2017 regular meeting.  On voice vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

6. General Public Comments:  None 

 

7. County Commissioner Report / Presentations:  None. 

 

8. Agenda Amendments:  None. 

 

9. Mayor’s Report:  None. 

 

10. Recommendations and Reports: 

 

A. Community Development Manager Siegel reported to Council about the volunteer efforts to put on 

the annual Tree Lighting and Holiday Parade, on Friday, December 1 and Sat. December 2. These 

annual events are well attended. 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, to approve Special Event Permit 2017-13 – Tree 

Lighting/Holiday Parade.  On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

B. City Manager, Wilson spoke to Council regarding adoption to renew the franchise agreement with 

Charter Communications and allow the City Manager to execute all related documents. 

A motion by Overhuel, seconded by Keeler, to approve the renewal of the franchise 

agreement with Charter Communications and allow the City Manager to execute related 

documents.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

C. City Manager, Wilson spoke to Council regarding the bid of $16,500 to add 2,452 sq. ft. of 4” sidewalk 

on N. Anderson.  

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, to approve the $16,500 for the addition of 2,452 

sq. ft. of 4” sidewalk along N. Anderson St. On a roll-call vote, all in favor. Motion Passed. 

 

D. City Manager, Wilson spoke to Council regarding approving the Russet Street pavement patch from 

Wyoming Asphalt & Paving Inc. for $3,775.00. 

A motion by Overhuel, seconded by Keeler, to approve the Russet Street pavement patch 

by Wyoming Asphalt & Paving in the amount of $3,775.00.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor. 

Motion Passed. 

 

11. Communications:  

A. A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the August 2017 

Public Safety Report, the September 2017 Investment and Fund Balance Reports, the 



 

 

Draft, 9/12/2017 DDA-BRA-TIFA Minutes. On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

12. Accounts Payable: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, that the bills be allowed and orders drawn in the 

amount of $95,995.57 for payment of same.  On a roll call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

 

13. Public Comments 

None. 

 

14. Staff Comments 

 

Superintendent Pond reporting  

 

Community Development Siegel briefed Council on upcoming events including the Scarecrow Stroll 

Contest, Pumpkin in the Park and Arts and Eats all scheduled for Sat. Oct. 21.  Siegel also announced the 

Ribbon Cutting for Beltone Hearing is scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 12 at 131 S. Main St. Ste 3 at 4 p.m. 

 

Director Bomar reported on the new radios for the department with a go live date of November 1. He also 

commented on pistols that were purchased two years ago have all been recalled and new pistols are on 

order for replacement of the recalled pistols. 

 

 

15. Council Comments:  None. 

 

16. Adjournment: 

A motion by Overhuel, seconded by Keeler, to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 PM.  On voice vote, 

all voted in favor. Motion passed. 

 

Minutes respectfully 

Submitted by, 

Denise Siegel 

Community Development Manager 
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