
Public Safety Building 
2012 Transformation

Renovation of Plainwell 
Paper’s Former 
De-Watering Building



Public Safety Building – The 
Need

• The former building did not meet 
National Fire Protection Association 
guidelines, American with 
disabilities accessibility guidelines or 
the Michigan Barrier free code.

• 1995 Michigan Fire Chiefs 
Association recommended that “the 
cost to renovate the existing station 
would not be feasible due to the 
changes that need to be made.”

1914 F.D Travis built the most modern 
and well equipped farm implement and 
car dealer in West Mich. Had 12 
employees.

“Old” Fire Station



Public Safety Building –
Financial Summary

NEW:

2008

Public Safety Building Size:        14,100 sq. ft.
Construction Contract – BCI:     $1,579,837
Construction Cost Per Square Foot:  $112

* Construction cost only – A/E and Contingency not included

“Likely” Scenario:
14,100 sq. ft. X $175 sq. ft. = $2,467,500    
(note: 2008 costs)

Difference in construction cost of new versus renovation:
$887,663

Debt service interest cost over 40 years:  $840,065

Total Savings over 40 years: $1,727,728

RENOVATION:
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