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Agenda 

Planning Commission 
November 2, 2016  

7:00 PM 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Roll Call 
4. Approval of Minutes: 09/21/16 Planning Meeting 
5. Chairman’s Report 
6. New Business:  
 

A. Site Plan Review – 140 S. Main St. 
Commission will review the plans to join buildings at 138 S. Main and 140 S. Main for 
Barbed Wire Café (currently Plainwell Diner) 

 
7. Old Business: 
8. Public Comment 
9. Reports and Communications:  
 A. 9/12/16, 9/26/16, and 10/10/16 Council minutes 
 B. 7/26/16 M40/M89 Corridor Committee Minutes 
 
10. Staff Comments 
 A. City Update 
11. Commissioners Comments 
12. Adjournment 

 

 
 

 

Rick Brooks, Mayor 

Todd Overhuel, Mayor Pro-Tem 

Brad Keeler, Council Member 

Roger Keeney, Council Member 

Lori Steele, Council Member 

 “The Island City” 

Department of Administration Services 

211 N. Main Street 

Plainwell, Michigan 49080 

Phone: 269-685-6821 

Fax: 269-685-7282 
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Plainwell Planning Commission 

September 20, 2016 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:01 

ROLL CALL: Present Slinkman, Steele, Haas, Lubic, Higgs Absent: Sausaman, Weaver 

Denise Siegel informed the Commission that Carol Weaver had reassigned do to poor health.  

Lubic said with Noreen not returning the commission should address items that had been put on hold awaiting 

her return. Gun Plain Master Plan, Rental Ordinance, discrepancies & typos in sign ordinance. Lubic requested 

that someone at city hall review the sign ordinance for additional discrepancies in the sign ordinance in addi-

tion to the 20sq. ft./200 sq. ft. issue. 

APPROVAL OF 8-3-16 MINUTES: Higgs motioned to approve, with the correction in the roll call portion 

Lubic should be marked as excused. Slinkman supported. On voice vote motion passed. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  None 

NEW BUSINESS: None 

OLD BUSINESS:  

 Public Hearing-city of Plainwell 2016 Master Plan. Denise Siegel introduced Max Dillivan from LSL 

who gave an overview of the updates made to the 2009 Master Plan. The various ways the city reached out to 

the public; survey, open house etc. The inclusion of State updates and to showcase available land in Plainwell 

and best practices. Review and update every five (5) years of a Master Plan is standard. 

 Higgs had found additional corrections to the current land use map: 1. property at the corner of Russet 

& N. Main should be Multi use, 2. Thomas between Sherwood and First St. on the east side  should be Multi 

use. 3. east side of Warrant (Nelson Accounting building) should be commercial. 

 City Manager Erik Wilson said the city is working to get GIS up & running so the process to create 

maps can be done in house and will keep maps accurate and current. 

 Higgs questioned using ‘EMPLOYMENT’ as a land use term on the future land use map. Discussion 

showed the term is a carry over from the 2009 Master Plan and is defined to be more  inclusive of the variety 

of potential businesses—office, research, labs, light manufacturing etc. 

Public Hearing was closed at 7:29 

Higgs moved to recommend adoption of Master Plan 2016 to City Council with the corrections listed above. 

Slinkman supported. On a voice vote motion passed. 

CITY UPDATE: 3 individuals are interested in the old Hardings building, 1 is interested in the property across 

from Wesco. 

COMMISSSONER COMMENTS: Lori’s stepdaughter ran a marathon in 5 hrs 40 mins, Diana will be attend-

ing the Michigan Association Planning Conference on Oct 26-28 in Kalamazoo. Diana took a blue ribbon for 

her quilt at the Allegan county Fair. Jim mentioned the long list of “can’t put outs” on junk day that was sent 

out. Chris listed upcoming events Path Walk-10/2, Pumpkins in the park, Historic Home Tour, Arts & Eats 

10/15, Take & Make signs fund raiser 11/20 

MEETING ADJOURNED  7:40 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Chris Haas 

 







MINUTES 

Plainwell City Council 

September 12, 2016 

 

1. Mayor Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM in City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

2. Invocation was given by Don Mejeur of Lighthouse Baptist Church. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

4. Roll Call:  Present: Mayor Brooks, Councilman Keeler and Councilwoman Steele.  Absent: 

Mayor Pro-Tem Overhuel and Councilman Keeney. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes/Summary: 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler, to accept and place on file the Council 

Minutes and Summary of the 08/22/2016 regular meeting.  On voice vote, all voted in 

favor.  Motion passed. 

 

6. General Public / County Commissioner: 

None 

 

7. Agenda Amendments:  None. 

 

8. Mayor’s Report  

The Mayor remarked that it hardly seemed 15 years since 9/11. 

 

9. Recommendations and Reports: 

 

A. Chief Bomar reported that the 1982 Ford/Clay Craft ambulance apparatus has been 

auctioned off with a total of four (4) bidders.  He recommends selling the vehicle to the 

high bidder, Larry Cheesbro of Muskegon for $1,175. 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler to approve the sale of the 1982 

Ford/ClayCraft fire apparatus to the high bidder for $1,175.  On a roll-call vote, 

all in favor.  Motion passed.  
 

B. Treasurer Kelley noted that the city’s Investment Policy authorizes the City Treasurer 

to report on the approved depositories.  He noted that the Resolution before Council 

authorizes the banks that could be used by the city as depositories for the city’s money.  

He also requested the Chemical Bank be listed as the primary depository for the city’s 

funds as its fees and services better fit the city’s needs. 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler, to approve Resolution 16-18 for 

Approved Financial Institutions as Depositories.  On a voice vote, all in favor.  

Motion passed. 

 

C. City Manager Wilson briefed Council on a Michigan Department of Transportation 

(MDOT) project to repair runway cracks at the Airport.  The city is responsible for 50% 

of the project ($2,500), which has been budgeted.  As with other MDOT project, the 

State requires a resolution from Council authorizing the Manager to sign the 

documents. 



A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler, to approve Resolution 16-19 authorizing 

the MDOT Contract 2016-0438 to repair cracks in the airport runway to 

authorizing the City Manager to execute all documents related to the project.  On 

a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

D. Superintendent Pond briefed Council on the need to move the power supply at the WR 

plant to a more aesthetic and safe location.  Consumers Energy has bid on the project, 

which was included in the current budget cycle. 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler, to approve the service project with 

Consumers Energy to relocate the WR Plant power supply for $14,221.  On a roll-

call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

E. Superintendent Updike briefed Council about the city’s main front-end loader what had 

experienced a hardware failure and the repair contractor (AIS Construction) 

recommended replacing the coupler part rather than repairing it – a better long-term 

solution.  The purchase was made as an emergency purchase due to pending leaf pickup 

and snowfall. 

A motion by Keeler, supported by Steele, to confirm the emergency purchase of a 

replacement coupler arm on the John Deere front end loader from AIS 

Construction for $7,581.97.  On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

F. Superintendent Updike briefed Council about a critical component of the water system 

that had recently failed.  A replacement variable frequency drive for Well 7 was 

ordered, under emergency, in order to maintain the integrity of the water system. 

A motion by Keeler, supported by Steele, to confirm the emergency purchase of a 

variable frequency drive for Well 7 from Kendall Electric in the amount of 

$6,607.25.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

G. Superintendent Pond briefed Council about upgrading the HVAC system in the Control 

Building and recommends using Thermal Tech Engineering for the design phase. 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler, to approve the professional services 

project for design engineering for the HVAC system at the Control Building from 

Thermal Tech Engineering in the amount of $7,475.00.  On a roll-call vote, all in 

favor.  Motion passed. 
 

10. Communications:  

A motion by Steele, seconded by Keeler to accept and place on file the August 2016 

Investment and Fund Balance reports.  On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

11. Accounts Payable: 

A motion by Keeler, supported by Steele, that the bills be allowed and orders drawn in 

the amount of $662,930.22 for payment of same.  On a roll call vote, all in favor.  

Motion passed. 

 

12. Public Comments 

None. 

 

 

 



13. Staff Comments 

Economic Development Manager Siegel reminded everyone that the public hearing for the 

Master Plan Update is September 21, 2016 at 7pm.  She also noted applying for a $6,000 

grand from the Delano Foundation for the Dog Park.  She reminded everyone that voting 

continues through September 16 for the photo contest.  She also listed a number of 

community events on Saturday, September 17. 

 

Personnel Manager Lamorandier noted that she is working with Public Safety to interview 

potential paid-on-call firefighters.  She also remarked how wonderful the parks still look. 

 

Superintendent Updike noted that the city’s paving projects should be completed by 

September 23, weather permitting. 

 

Superintendent Pond remarked that his capital projects are moving along nicely. 

 

Chief Bomar noted that he is tracking legislation moving through Lansing regarding 

legalization of marijuana and would keep Council briefed. 

Treasurer Kelley noted that the auditors will be on-site the week of September 19. 

 

City Manager Wilson noted that Kalamazoo Habitat for Humanity would be redoubling 

efforts to place a family in need into the land owned by the organization inside the city.  He 

also noted that the available real estate in Plainwell is moving fast. 

 

14. Council Comments: 

 

None 

 

15. Adjournment: 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 PM.  On voice 

vote, all voted in favor. Motion passed. 

 

Minutes respectfully 

Submitted by, 

Brian Kelley 

Deputy City Clerk/City Treasurer 



MINUTES 

Plainwell City Council 

September 26, 2016 

 

1. Mayor Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM in City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

2. Invocation was given by Matt Hooper of Lighthouse Baptist Church. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

4. Roll Call:  Present: Mayor Brooks, Mayor Pro-Tem Overhuel, Councilman Keeler, Councilman Keeney and 

Councilwoman Steele.  Absent: None. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes/Summary: 

A motion by Steele, supported by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the Council Minutes and Summary of the 

09/12/2016 regular meeting.  On voice vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

6. General Public / County Commissioner: 

A. Ryan Kronk, Operations Manager from Plainwell Area EMS, presented Chief Bomar and the Plainwell 

Public Safety Department with an award on behalf of the American Heart Association.  The award is part of 

the AHA’s program called Mission Life Line, recognizing excellent first-responder care for heart patients.  

As part of the award, the AHA presented the city with a new Life Pack AED 1000 machine with a market 

value of $2,500.  Special recognition was given to Public Safety Officer David Rantz for managing the first-

responder team for training and certifications.  The text of Mr. Kronk’s award presentation is below: 

 

“Plainwell Public Safety has earned the team Mission: Lifeline EMS Bronze award from the American Heart 

Association.  This award acknowledged the work, training, and commitment by EMS agencies and Medical 

First Responders to improve the overall quality of care for the STEMI patient.  EMS providers are vital to 

the overall success of Mission: Lifeline STEMI Systems of Care, as early identification of the STEMI patient 

and early access to 12 lead ECG machines with implemented protocols, are agents that are driving 

significant improvements in the care of STEMI patients.  On behalf of the American Heart Association, as 

well as your patients, thank you for your hard work and dedication.” 

 

B. Economic Development Manager Denise Siegel present the city’s photo contest winners. 

9-12 year People’s Choice – Janae Yoder- “Two Tailed Swallowtail” 

13-16 year People’s Choice – Katie Groner – “Fall is in the Air” 

Adult People’s Choice 3rd Place Becca Mitchell – “Decked Out for Christmas” 

2nd Place Becca Mitchell – “Snowy Morning on the River”  

1st Place – Earl Batenburg – “Double Rainbow” 

Best In Show winner – Alex Wieland “Reflection” 

 

 

7. Agenda Amendments:  None. 

 

8. Mayor’s Report:  None. 

 

9. Recommendations and Reports: 

 

A. Denise Sweet notified Council of the annual Pumpkins in the Park event and the tradition it’s become over 

the years.  The event is scheduled for October 15, 2016. 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler to approve Special Event Permit 2016-016 for the Pumpkins in 

the Park Fall Festival on October 15, 2016.  On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed.  

 

B. Mayor Brooks has reappointed members to several boards & commissions. 

A motion by Keeler, supported by Steele, to confirm the Mayor’s reappointments as presented.  On a voice 

vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 



C. Superintendent Pond briefed Council on the need for new component parts to compliment the recently 

approved and purchased methane gas flare.  This purchase will help the city realize the efficiencies from 

the new flare. 

A motion by Keeney, supported by Overhuel, to approve the purchase of supplementary waste gas flare 

components from Shand & Jurs for $9,620.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

D. Superintendent Pond briefed Council on the next phase of the budgeted project to upgrade the 

Wedgewood Lift Station. 

A motion by Keeler, supported by Overhuel, to approve the purchase of a replacement control panel for the 

Wedgewood Lift Station from Control Systems Integrator for $8,713.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor.  

Motion passed. 

 

10. Communications:  

A motion by Steele, seconded by Overhuel to accept and place on file the August 2016 Water Renewal and 

Public Safety reports.  On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

11. Accounts Payable: 

A motion by Keeler, supported by Steele, that the bills be allowed and orders drawn in the amount of 

$189,744.93 for payment of same.  On a roll call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

12. Public Comments 

None. 

 

13. Staff Comments 

Personnel Manager Lamorandier thanked Denise Sweet for her work with the kids in the parks. 

 

Economic Development Manager Siegel reminded everyone of many community-wide events taking place on 

October 15.  She noted the Christian Neighbors Path Walk on October 2.  She briefed Council about doing some 

re-work on a DNR grant proposal for an accessible restroom at Sherwood Park.  Finally, she noted that the 

Planning Commission had approved the Master Plan and that it would be considered by Council on October 10. 

 

Superintendent Pond remarked that his capital projects are moving along nicely. 

 

Chief Bomar noted the 57th District Court would be having a real-life court session at the Plainwell Performing 

Arts Center at 1pm on September 30, open to the public.  He also noted that the Red Cross along with Plainwell 

firefighters would be canvassing neighborhoods to hand out and install smoke detectors. 

Treasurer Kelley noted that the auditors completed the fieldwork on September 21, 2016 without incident. 

 

14. Council Comments: 

Mayor Pro-tem Overhuel noted that City Manager Wilson had won his fantasy football game. 

 

Councilwoman Steele noted that there was an issue with the barbed wire around the chlorinator near her home 

because turkeys were getting stuck inside the fence. 

 

15. Adjournment: 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler to adjourn the meeting at 7:29 PM.  On voice vote, all voted in favor. 

Motion passed. 

 

Minutes respectfully 

Submitted by, 

Brian Kelley 

Deputy City Clerk/City Treasurer 



MINUTES 

Plainwell City Council 

October 10, 2016 

 

1. Mayor Pro-tem Overhuel called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM in City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

2. Invocation was given by Steve Smail of Lighthouse Baptist Church. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

4. Roll Call:  Present: Mayor Pro-Tem Overhuel, Councilman Keeler and Councilwoman Steele.  Absent: Mayor 

Brooks and Councilman Keeney. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes/Summary: 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler, to accept and place on file the Council Minutes and Summary of the 

09/26/2016 regular meeting.  On voice vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

6. General Public / County Commissioner: 

County Commissioner Don Black continues to look for feedback regarding the American Psychiatric Foundation’s 

desire to reduce the number of people with mental illness in jails. 

 

7. Agenda Amendments:  None. 

 

8. Mayor’s Report:  None. 

 

9. Recommendations and Reports: 

 

A. Economic Development Manager Denise Siegel was not in attendance to present the Master Plan. 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler to table the consideration of the Master Plan until the October 24, 

2016 meeting.  On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed.  

 

B. Draft Ordinance 377 – Weapons Ordinance was entered for first reading and scheduled for final adoption 

on October 24, 2016. 

 

C. Mayor Brooks appointed Jay Lawson to the Planning Commission to complete the Carol Weaver’s term. 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler, to confirm the Mayor’s reappointments as presented.  On a voice 

vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

D. City Manager Wilson updated Council on the modifications to the Service Employees International Union 

(SEIU) Local 517M.  He noted the contract expired on June 30, 2016 and that negotiations went favorably.  

The SEIU was commended for positive collaborations regarding the city’s recent health insurance 

conversion. 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler, to approve the three-year contract with SEIU Local 517M as 

presented.  On a roll-call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

10. Communications:  

A motion by Steele, seconded by Keeler to accept and place on file the September 2016 Fund Balance and 

Investment Reports, the 08/09/2016 DDA/BRA/TIFA Minutes and the 03/03/2016 Inter-Municipal Sewer 

Minutes.  On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

11. Accounts Payable: 

A motion by Keeler, supported by Steele, that the bills be allowed and orders drawn in the amount of 

$47,932.92 for payment of same.  On a roll call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

12. Public Comments 

None. 

 



13. Staff Comments 

Superintendent Pond briefed Council on the ongoing capital projects in the Wedgewood area and with the 

SCADA system. 

 

Chief Bomar noted an October 19, 2016 collaborative training between Life Care Center and the Public Safety 

Department related to working with Alzheimer’s and Dementia patients.  He remarked that this week is Fire 

Prevention Week, as well as the department’s work with Plainwell Schools for Homecoming Week. 

Treasurer Kelley noted that he is working on finalizing the audit and preparing for the November election. 

 

City Manager Wilson noted a birthday Open House for City Clerk Noreen Farmer on Wednesday, October 12, 

2016.  He noted that the Administration is working on updating a SAW Grant that would net the city nearly one-

million dollars.  He also hopes to bring to Council on October 24, 2016 up to two (2) offers related to the 

Harding’s Building. 

 

14. Council Comments: 

Mayor Pro-tem Overhuel thanked the Public Works Department for its work in having very few issues with the 

water system that would cause any boil water advisories. 

 

Councilwoman Steele briefed Council about the family situation of a regular Council meeting attendee. 

 

15. Adjournment: 

A motion by Steele, supported by Keeler to adjourn the meeting at 7:24 PM.  On voice vote, all voted in favor. 

Motion passed. 

 

Minutes respectfully 

Submitted by, 

Brian Kelley 

Deputy City Clerk/City Treasurer 
















	01A - Planning Agenda 2016.11.02
	04A - minutes 9-20-2016
	06A1 - D__DINNER1 Model (1)
	06A2 - D__DINNERF Model (1)
	09A1 - 091216 minutes
	09A2 - 092616 minutes
	09A3 - 101016 minutes
	09B1 - M40M89 Corridor Minutes

