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Agenda 
November 6, 2019 7:00 PM 

Planning Commission -Public Hearing 
To Consider an Ordinance to Amend Section 53-128 of the City of 

Plainwell Zoning Ordinance to modify site plan requirements 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Roll Call 
4. Approval of Minutes: 10/16/19 Planning Meeting 
5. Chairman’s Report 
6. Public Hearing: The Planning Commission will consider AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 

SECTION 53-128 OF THE CITY OF PLAINWELL ZONING ORDINANCE TO MODIFY 
SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS. 

 
7.  Old Business:  

A. None  
8. Reports and Communications:  
  A. 9/23/19, 9/26/19, 10/14/19 Council minutes 
9.  Public Comments  
10. Staff Comments  
11. Commissioners/Council Comments 
12. Adjournment    
 
Reminder of Upcoming Meetings: 
City Council Meeting 11/11/19 7 p.m.  
DDA BRA TIFA 11/12/19 7:30 a.m.  
Parks and Trees 11/14/19 5:00 p.m. 

Brad Keeler, Mayor 
Lori Steele, Mayor Pro Tem 
Todd Overhuel, Council Member 
Roger Keeney, Council Member 
Randy Wisnaski, Council Member 
 “The Island City” 

Department of Administration Services 
211 N. Main Street 
Plainwell, Michigan 49080 
Phone: 269-685-6821 
Fax: 269-685-7282 
Web Page Address: www.plainwell.org 

City of Plainwell   
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CITY OF PLAINWELL 
MINUTES 

Planning Commission 
October 16, 2019 

Public Hearing To Consider Marihuana Businesses in Plainwell  
 

1. Call to Order at 7:00 p. m. by Colingsworth  
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 
 
3. Roll Call:  Present: Jay Lawson, Rachel Colingsworth, Stephen Bennett,  
 Lori Steele, Diana Lubic, Gary Sausaman 
 Excused: Jim Higgs 
 
4. Approval of Minutes – 09/18/19  

Bennett motioned to approve minutes, as received seconded by Sausaman. 
Minutes approved on an all in favor voice vote. 

  
5. Chairperson’s Report:  - None  
 A motion was made by Lubic to Open the Public Hearing and seconded by 

Bennett.  
  
6. New Business/ Public Hearing   
 The following people spoke at the meeting:  

• Jeff Hoover, 300 Acorn, business owner - spoke in support of opting 
out of recreational.  

• EJ Hart, 640 Glenview, resident & business owner – supports opting 
out of recreational and would like more information/data re: Medical  

• David O’Bryant , 906 106th Ave, business owner – opposed to all sales 
and distribution of marijuana, recreational or medical.  

• Elizabeth Bauer, 125 Walnut Woods Ct, resident & business owner – 
opposed to marijuana 

• Diana Lubic, 705 S Main St, resident - has no experience and is 
opposed to marijuana 

• Lori Steele, 324 S Sherwood Ave – asked about the difference 
between CBD and marijuana. It has to do with potency and CBD is not 
part of the law.  

• Gary Sausaman, 403 Union Ave, resident – appreciates the comments 
being made 

• Erik Wilson, 1184 N Apple – asked about whether the city could issue 
a medical license that the user could convert to recreational.  

• Stephen Bennett, 525 Union St., resident – mentioned we have been 
looking at this issue for a long time and doesn’t see it’s right for 
Plainwell. He asked about driving while high and how is it compared 
to drunk driving. Chief Bomar responded that they are seeing more 
driving while high traffic stops, the police are using the standard 
sobriety test but, Allegan is a test site for an onsite swab drug screen.  
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• Gary Sausaman, 403 Union St. would like more information prior to 
making any decision re: marihuana and is recommending opting out 
until we can gather more information.  

 
A motion by Steele to Opt out of allowing marihuana businesses both Recreational 
and Medical at this time with the ability to opt in at a later date was made and 
seconded by Sausaman. Motion passed on an all in favor vote. 
 
Lubic motioned to close the public hearing seconded by Sausaman. Meeting closed 
at 7:40 p.m.  
 
7.  Old Business  
   
8.  Reports and Communications: 

  A 9/09/19 Council Minutes reviewed by Commission  
 

9. Public Comments – None  
 

10. Staff Comments: Siegel, Community Development Manager, reported out on the Arts 
and Eats, Pumpkins in the Park this weekend; Cemetery tour, Bike Ride, and Ghost 
Hunt on Sat. Oct. 26;   

 Buildings for sale 124 E. Bridge St. (Champion Law) building is for sale. 127 S. 
Main St. back on the Market,  

 S. Sherwood detour due to utility hook up for the Library construction project. 
 City Manager Wilson, did a brief update on the Mill Public Hearing presentation 

that was held on Sept. 26  
  
11. Commissioner Comments:  
 Sausaman – Invited everyone to the Ace 95th Birthday bash on Sat. Oct. 19, the 

football game  
 Lawson – thanked everyone for coming tonight and sharing their thoughts 
 Lubic – said she appreciated everyone coming out tonight; she also appreciated 

everyone’s thoughts re: her trip and she thanked everyone for the opportunity to 
serve for such a long time as the Planning Commission Chair and will help 
Colingsworth anyway she can. 

 Steele – thanked everyone and appreciated Chief Bomar and Jeff Hoover for 
answering questions.   

    
12.   Adjournment: 

Colingsworth adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  
 
Minutes submitted by Denise Siegel, Community Development Manager 
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