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Agenda 
Planning Commission 

May 1, 2019 
7:00 PM 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Roll Call 
4. Approval of Minutes: 03/06/19 Planning Meeting 
5. Chairman’s Report 
 
6. New Business:  
 A. Ace Hardware plans for placing a propane gas tank in the City parking lot located on the 

corner of Anderson and Bannister.   
 
7.  Old Business:  
 
8. Reports and Communications:  
  A. 2/25/19 & 03/11/19, 03/25/19 and 04/08/19 Council minutes 
 
9.  Public Comments   
 
10. Staff Comments  
 Community Development Manager, Denise Siegel –  

New business – Aces Insurance, Ribbon Cutting May 10 @ 11:30 a.m.  
Training opportunities: Planning Commission & Zoning Board of Appeals  

 
11. Commissioners/ Council Comments 
 
12. Adjournment    

Rick Brooks, Mayor 
Lori Steele, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Brad Keeler, Council Member 
Roger Keeney, Council Member 
Todd Overhuel, Council Member 
 “The Island City” 

Department of Administration Services 
211 N. Main Street 
Plainwell, Michigan 49080 
Phone: 269-685-6821 
Fax: 269-685-7282 
Web Page Address: www.plainwell.org 

City of Plainwell   
 
 

 



 

09 19 18 Planning Minutes 

CITY OF PLAINWELL 
MINUTES 

Planning Commission 
March 6, 2019 

 
1. Call to Order at 7:02 p. m. by Lubic 
2. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 
 
3. Roll Call:  Present: Jay Lawson, Rachel Colingsworth, Jim Higgs, Lori Steele, 

Diana Lubic, Gary Sausaman 
 Excused: Stephen Bennett 
 
4. Approval of Minutes – 01/16/19  

Sausaman motioned to approve minutes, as received seconded by Lawson. 
Minutes approved on an all in favor voice vote. 

  
5. Chairperson’s Report:  - None 
 
6.  Close Regular Meeting at 7:05 p.m./ Open Public Hearing at 7:06 p.m.   
 A. Public Comments – None  
 B. Accepting the Draft Language for text amendment to Zoning Ordinance RE: 

Maximum height recommendation for mechanical and incidental equipment. 
Language was drafted by Williams and Works.  

 C. Planning Commission, motioned by Sausaman and seconded by Higgs, 
voted to accept the language as written and move the amendment to City 
Council for final approval. An all in favor vote was taken. Motion Passed. 

 Closed Public Hearing at 7:10 p.m.  
 

7. Old Business: None 
8.  Public Comments – None  
9.  Reports and Communications: 

  A. 12//26/18 & 01/14/19, 01/28/19 & 02/11/19 Council Minutes reviewed by 
Commission  

 
10. Staff Comments: 
 Siegel shared information on the ACE Hardware/Companion Sign, final design and 

location. Timeline for sign 6-8 weeks.  
 Siegel commented on the Sesquicentennial events – Art Hop and Plainwell Paper 

Mill Display  
 Update on vacant buildings in CBD and that 126 E. Bridge St. sold  
 Training Opportunities in April re: marijuana    
  
12. Commissioner Comments: None   
   
13.   Adjournment: 

Lubic adjourned the meeting at 7:16 p.m.  
 
Minutes submitted by Denise Siegel, Community Development Manager 
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MINUTES 

Plainwell City Council 

February 25, 2019 

 

1. Mayor Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM in City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

2. Terry Steele gave the invocation. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

4. Roll Call:  Present: Mayor Brooks, Mayor Pro-tem Steele, Councilmembers Keeler and Keeney.  Absent:  

Councilman Overhuel 

 

5. Approval of Minutes/Summary: 

A motion by Steele, seconded by Keeler, to accept and place on file the Council Minutes and 

Summary of the 02/11/2019 regular meeting and the Council Minutes.  On voice vote, all voted in 

favor.  Motion passed. 

 

6. Public Comment:  None 

 

7. County Commissioner Report:  None 

 

8. Agenda Amendments:  None 

 

9. Mayor’s Report:  None. 

 

10. Recommendations and Reports: 

 

A. City Manager Wilson reported having worked with Consumers Energy and business owners on South 

Main to plan a project to upgrade electrical conduit underneath the parking lot behind Plainwell 

Flowers and Rhino’s.  The area has been experiencing intermittent power interruptions, so the 

upgrade is necessary to increase reliability.  The project includes an estimated 3- to 4-week trenching 

phase to lay the conduit and new wiring then a planned 24-hour outage to connect the new 

infrastructure.  Consumers was available to meet with business owners to discuss and review their 

concerns.  During the project, vehicular traffic in the parking lot will be suspended.  The city secured 

temporary delivery parking on South Main with a dedicated spot for Plainwell Flowers.  Consumers 

did confirm the availability of crews on call for emergency repairs and outages during this project.  It 

was also noted that similar work will be needed in the parking area north of M-89 at some time in the 

future. 

Discussion Only, no action required. 

 

B. City Manager Wilson and Superintendent Nieuwenhuis reported work, related to the SAW Grant, for 

cleaning the sewer lines, which involves jetting the lines to push materials through then vacuuming 

them back out.  The vacuum effect could cause water in individual plumbing fixtures to be sucked 

out, or return excess water into the toilet bowls.  The city recommends homeowners and business 

owners keep toilet lids down to minimize any impacts.  It was reported that these issues arise in less 

than 3% of dwellings affected.  The project is considered routine maintenance and has been done in 

areas as needed over the years, but the city is now maintaining the system city-wide for the first time 

in many years.  

Discussion Only, no action required. 

 

11. Communications:  
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A. A motion by Steele, seconded by Keeler, to accept and place on file the January 2019 

Public Safety Report. On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

12. Accounts Payable: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Steele, that the bills be allowed and orders drawn in the 

amount of $786,466.03 for payment of same.  On a roll call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

13. Public Comments:  None 

 

14. Staff Comments 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Kelley introduced Julie Saukas as the new Utility Billing Specialist/Deputy City Clerk.  

Julie is a recent resident in Plainwell with her family having relocated from the Grand Haven area.  She 

started training part-time last week. 

 

Personnel Manager Lamorandier reported upcoming union negotiations, an upcoming retirement at the 

Water Renewal Plant and advertising for seasonal staff for the upcoming seasons. 

 

Superintendent Nieuwenhuis reported having completed a DEQ sanitary survey inspection which resulted 

in everything looking well taken care of, according to the inspector. 

 

Community Development Manager reported the upcoming Art Hop on March 8 and planning for the 

Sesquicentennial Celebrations to include a history of the Mill this month with former employees sharing 

stories.  She reported interest from Channel 3 News wanting to report on the stagecoach.  She also 

reported ongoing work toward the Redevelopment Ready Community certification, which is about 90% 

complete.  Finally, she praised a recent training about workplace violence and suggested the training be 

expended to include more city departments and business owners. 

 

Public Safety Director Bomar reported working with the school on a safety grant to update security. 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Kelley noted the end of property tax collections on February 28, 2019, settling the tax roll 

with the County on March 1.  He also noted training for Julie was going well and the Shirley reported good 

progress so far. 

 

City Manager Wilson reported having opened bids for the Sherwood Park Restrooms, all of which far 

exceeded the project budget, so staff was reassessing the options within the grant parameters. 

 

15. Council Comments: 

 

Councilmember Keeler inquired about two (2) downtown vacant buildings.  The Plainwell Variety building 

is not listed for sale and the former Arlene’s building is on the market and has been shown, yet the city is 

not aware of any offers to buy the building. 

 

The Council each welcomed Julie Saukas to the city. 

 

16. Adjournment: 

A motion by Steele, seconded by Keeler, to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 PM.  On voice vote, all 

voted in favor. Motion passed. 

 

Minutes respectfully 

Submitted by, 

Brian Kelley 

City Clerk/Treasurer 
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MINUTES 

Plainwell City Council 

March 11, 2019 

 

1. Mayor Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM in City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

2. Peter Dams from Lighthouse Baptist Church gave the invocation. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

4. Roll Call:  Present: Mayor Brooks, Mayor Pro-tem Steele, Councilmembers Overhuel, Keeler and Keeney.  

Absent: None 

 

5. Approval of Minutes/Summary: 

A motion by Steele, seconded by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the Council Minutes and 

Summary of the 02/25/2019 regular meeting and the Council Minutes.  On voice vote, all voted in 

favor.  Motion passed. 

 

6. Public Comment:  None 

 

7. County Commissioner Report: 

Commissioner Rick Cain reported the County seeks input on what services should be restored if the 

County were to seek a Headlee Override ballot initiative. 

 

8. Agenda Amendments:  None 

 

9. Mayor’s Report:  None. 

 

10. Recommendations and Reports: 

 

A. Community Development Manager Siegel discussed a proposal from Nobis for a building height 

amendment to the zoning code.  The engineering firm Williams & Works drafted language for 

consideration by the Planning Commission at its March 6, 2019 Public Hearing.  The language would 

allow for specific structures of height after proper application and site reviews.  The Planning 

Commission recommends approval. 

A motion by Overhuel, seconded by Keeler, to approve the text changes to the Zoning Code 

related to the building height, as presented.  On voice vote, all voted in favor.  Motion 

passed. 

 

B. Director Bomar reported repairs required to Truck 11 to put it back into fire service.  The repairs 

involved the transmission and some valves.  The City Manager authorized repairs as emergency 

under the provisions of the Purchasing Policy.  

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Keeney, to confirm the emergency purchase for vehicle 

repairs to the 2000 Spartan Pumper Truck with Valley Truck Parts totaling $10,250.89.  On 

roll-call vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

11. Communications:  

A. A motion by Steele, seconded by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the February 2019 

Investment and Fund Balance Reports and the draft March 6, 2019 Planning Commission 

Minutes. On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 
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12. Accounts Payable: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Steele, that the bills be allowed and orders drawn in the 

amount of $182,241.13 for payment of same.  On a roll call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

13. Public Comments:  None 

 

14. Staff Comments 

 

Superintendent Nieuwenhuis reported ongoing sewer vactor cleaning as well as pothole cold patching as 

the weather allows. 

 

Community Development Manager reported the upcoming Chamber Dinner on March 21 at the Comfort 

Inn.  She also reported that the former White Owl building has been sold to a jewelry-crystal online store 

that seeks to add a local retail component to their business.  She also updated Council on recertification 

work. 

 

Public Safety Director Bomar reported the retirement of Public Safety Officer Aaron Chapman. 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Kelley reported having settled the 2018 Property Tax Roll on March 1 with the County 

Treasurer.  He noted his focus shifts now to the new budget. 

 

City Manager Wilson thanked Officer Chapman and Sewer Operator Jerry Lawrence for their years of 

service to Plainwell and wished them well in retirement. 

 

15. Council Comments: 

 

Mayor ProTem Steele reported two (2) large potholes. 

 

16. Adjournment: 

A motion by Steele, seconded by Overhuel, to adjourn the meeting at 7:18 PM.  On voice vote, all 

voted in favor. Motion passed. 

 

Minutes respectfully 

Submitted by, 

Brian Kelley 

City Clerk/Treasurer 
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MINUTES 

Plainwell City Council 

March 25, 2019 

 

1. Mayor Pro-Tem Steele called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM in City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

2. Scott Fenner from Lighthouse Baptist Church gave the invocation. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

4. Roll Call:  Present: Mayor Pro-tem Steele, Councilmembers Overhuel, Keeler and Keeney.  Absent:  Mayor 

Brooks 

 

5. Approval of Minutes/Summary: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the Council Minutes and 

Summary of the 03/11/2019 regular meeting and the Council Minutes.  On voice vote, all voted in 

favor.  Motion passed. 

 

6. Public Comment:  None 

 

7. County Commissioner Report:  None 

 

8. Agenda Amendments:  None 

 

9. Mayor’s Report:  None. 

 

10. Recommendations and Reports: 

 

A. Superintendent Nieuwenhuis reported having received three (3) quotes for pavement marking 

services for the upcoming paving season.  Each vendor’s bid was substantially the same coverage and 

scope.  Staff recommends awarding the contract to the low-bid, PK Contracting, for $11,115.95. 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Keeney, to approve the project for street line striping 

with PK Contracting for $11,115.95.  On roll-call vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

B. Superintendent Nieuwenhuis reported necessary repairs to Truck 12.  Upon inspection, the brakes 

and the turbo are both inoperable and need to be replaced.  Martin Spring is working to finalize the 

cost, but it is estimated not to exceed $6,000.00.  Martin Spring has worked for the city in the past.  

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, to approve repairs to Truck 12 with Martin 

Spring at a cost not to exceed $6,000.00.  On roll-call vote, all voted in favor.  Motion 

passed. 

 

11. Communications:  

A. A motion by Overhuel, seconded by Keeler, to accept and place on file the February 12, 

2019 DDA-BRA-TIFA Meeting Minutes. On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

12. Accounts Payable: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Keeney, that the bills be allowed and orders drawn in the 

amount of $136,833.03 for payment of same.  On a roll call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

 

13. Public Comments:  None 
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14. Staff Comments 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Kelley reported that recent social media reports regarding property tax increases all 

contain false information – the Principal Residence Exemption is not being repealed. 

 

City Manager Wilson reported ongoing union negotiations with the police union and that an agreement 

should be presented to Council for consideration very soon. 

 

15. Council Comments: 

 

None. 

 

16. Adjournment: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, to adjourn the meeting at 7:06 PM.  On voice vote, 

all voted in favor. Motion passed. 

 

Minutes respectfully 

Submitted by, 

Brian Kelley 

City Clerk/Treasurer 
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MINUTES 

Plainwell City Council 

April 8, 2019 

 

1. Mayor Brooks called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM in City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

2. Scott Smail from Lighthouse Baptist Church gave the invocation. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

 

4. Roll Call:  Present: Mayor Brooks, Mayor Pro-tem Steele, Councilmembers Overhuel, Keeler and Keeney.  

Absent:  None 

 

5. Approval of Minutes/Summary: 

A motion by Steele, seconded by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the Council Minutes and 

Summary of the 03/25/2019 regular meeting and the Council Minutes.  On voice vote, all voted in 

favor.  Motion passed. 

 

6. Public Comment:  None 

 

7. County Commissioner Report:  None 

 

8. Agenda Amendments:  None 

 

9. Mayor’s Report:  None. 

 

10. Recommendations and Reports: 

 

A. Community Development Manager Siegel reported the annual Arbor Day event is scheduled for April 

26, 2019 with a planting for Diana Lubic in Cook Park. 

A motion by Steele, seconded by Keeler, to adopt Resolution 19-07 as presented.  On voice 

vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

B. Superintendent Nieuwenhuis reported opportunities for grant funding for bridge repairs and 

improvements.  Council authority is required for consideration of grant awards.  

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Keeney, to adopt Resolution 19-08 authorizing 

application for grant funding to rehabilitate the North Main and West Bridge Street 

bridges.  On voice vote, all voted in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

11. Communications:  

A. A motion by Steele, seconded by Overhuel, to accept and place on file the March 2019 

Investment and Fund Balance Reports and the Parks & Trees January 17, 2019 Meeting 

Minutes. On a voice vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

12. Accounts Payable: 

A motion by Keeler, seconded by Overhuel, that the bills be allowed and orders drawn in the 

amount of $114,732.70 for payment of same.  On a roll call vote, all in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

 

13. Public Comments:  None 
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14. Staff Comments 

 

Superintendent Nieuwenhuis reporting hydrant flushing will take place Wednesday the 10th starting at 

2am.  The process will change from the past and will force more water through the system to clear more 

sediment while maintaining the water pressure.  Residents should expect some temporary discoloration on 

Wednesday.  He also noted a few lingering issues with leaf pickups. 

 

Community Development Manager Siegel reported tieing up some loose ends with projects and with the 

RRC certification.  She noted the Easter Egg Hunt will take place April 13. 

 

Director Bomar reporting having chosen Joe Culver to replace retired Public Safety Officer Aaron 

Chapman, subject to offer acceptance and screenings.  Officer Culver is a current part-time member of the 

Department. 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Kelley reported working on the budget. 

 

City Manager Wilson briefed Council on the Sherwood Street Road project.  Bids were opened by MDOT 

last week and the budget is being approved this week.  The project came in slightly over budget and will 

limit the city’s cash reserves, but he and Treasurer Kelley have a plan to fund that project with available 

cash and temporary loans from the sewer fund until the new water bonds can be issued.  The Sherwood 

Street project is tentatively scheduled for July 8 through September 18, 2019.  He also updated Council on 

public safety union negotiations, the SRO position, the CIP and the Consumers Energy project behind 

Plainwell Flowers. 

 

15. Council Comments: 

 

None. 

 

16. Adjournment: 

A motion by Steele, seconded by Overhuel, to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 PM.  On voice vote, all 

voted in favor. Motion passed. 

 

Minutes respectfully 

Submitted by, 

Brian Kelley 

City Clerk/Treasurer 
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