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Agenda 
Planning Commission  

City Hall Council Chambers 
September 7, 2022 7:00 PM 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Roll Call 
4. Approval of Minutes: 08/17/2022 Planning Meeting 
5. Chairman’s Report 
6. Public Comment 
7. New Business:  

a. Sidewalk Sign Ordinance update   
8. Old Business:  

a. Meeting time  
9. Reports and Communications:  

a. Council minutes: 8/8/22 
10. Public Comments   
11. Staff Comments  
12. Commissioners/Council Comments 
13. Adjournment    

 
 

Brad Keeler, Mayor 
Lori Steele, Mayor Pro Tem 
Todd Overhuel, Council Member 
Roger Keeney, Council Member 
Randy Wisnaski, Council Member 
 “The Island City” 

Department of Administration Services 
211 N. Main Street 
Plainwell, Michigan 49080 
Phone: 269-685-6821 
Fax: 269-685-7282 
Web Page Address: www.plainwell.org 

City of Plainwell   
 
 

 



 

06 01 2022 Planning Minutes 

CITY OF PLAINWELL 

MINUTES 

Planning Commission MP Workshop #1 

Wednesday, August 17, 2022 

 
 

1. Call to Order at 6:30 p. m. by Colingsworth 

2. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 

3. Roll Call:  Present: Rachel Colingsworth, Jay Lawson, Lori Steele, Stephen 

Bennett, Gary Sausaman 

 Excused: Jim Higgs, Dale Burnham 

4. Approval of Minutes – 06/15/2022   

Sausaman motioned to approve minutes Steele seconded. All in favor to 

approve minutes and place them on file. 

5. Chairperson’s Report:  - None 

6.  Public Comments- none 

7. New Business: Master Plan Workshop #1  

 Goals and objectives were discussed, updated and agreed upon for the Master Plan.  

9.  Old Business – None at this time 

10.  Reports and Communications:  6/13; 6/16; 6/27; 7/11; 7/25 – 2022 were reviewed 

and placed on file.  

11.     Public Comments – None  

12.  Staff Comments: - Update on downtown businesses and rental rehab grant.  

13. Commissioner Comments: None  

14.   Adjournment: Colingsworth adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  
 

 

Minutes submitted by Denise Siegel, Community Development Manager  



Sidewalk Sign Ordinance review 

Community  
 
 

Height  Signage Sq. ft  Materials/specific 
times  

Location  # per 
storefront 

Plainwell  None specified  8 sq. ft per 
side 
No dimension 
greater than 4’  

None specified  Allow 5 ft of 
unobstructed 
walk way 

1 

Saugatuck  42” from 
grade 

Not greater 
than 6sq. ft 

None specified Not obstructing 
walkway 

1 

Rockford  3 ft from grade  6 sq. ft / no 
more than 2ft 
wide 

finished 
appearance (rough-
cut plywood is not 
acceptable)  
• shall be painted 
or stained wood or 
anodized aluminum 
or metal (plastic 
framed signs are 
prohibited)  
 
Encourage creative 
designs reflecting 
business 
 
consisting of two 
(2) sign faces of 
equal size hinged at 
the top and placed 
on the ground. 
 

Not obstruction 
walkway 

1 

Paw Paw shall not 
exceed 4 ft in 
height.  
 

Not occupy 
more than 
nine square 
feet of 
sidewalk 

A-frame or 
swinging style 
construction and 
shall be sturdy & 
stable enough to 
withstand typical 
winds without 
flipping over or 
sliding 

Loose paper faces 
are not permitted.  

 

minimum of 2 ft 
from the curb and 
allow 5 ft of 
unobstructed 
sidewalk.  

not be located 
within 25 feet of 
an intersection 
 

1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albion  Sign not to 
exceed four 
feet in height. 

Sign not to 
exceed six 
square feet 
per side. 
 

These signs are 
only permitted 
during the actual 
hours of operation 
of the business and 
must be removed 
at all other times. 

 

 

 

1 

City of Oak 
Park  

Not to exceed 
4ft 

overall 
height of 42” 
and an 
overall width 
of 24” 

constructed or 
weather-proof, 
durable material 
and kept in good 
repair 

  



Changes to City of Plainwell Sidewalk Sign Ordinance:  

 Sidewalk signs. Sidewalk signs are portable signs of A-frame or swinging style construction used 

during hours a business is open and stored inside when not in use.  Signs shall be limited to one (1) 
per store front, 2 if a business has both and front and rear entrance, and shall pertain only to 
businesses within the Plainwell CBD subject to the following:  

a. The area of the signboard shall not exceed eight (8) square feet per side with no 
dimension greater than four (4) feet.  

b. Sign shall not exceed 4ft or 5Ft? in height including handles and frame 
c. Sidewalk signs shall be maintained in good repair and sound structural conditions at all 

times. constructed of weather-proof, durable material and shall be sturdy & able 

enough to withstand typical winds without flipping over or sliding 

d. Within the specified maximum dimensions, creative shapes that reflect the theme of 

the business are encouraged (i.e., ice cream shops may display a sign in the shape 

of an ice cream cone)  

e. The sign shall be located in such a manner that a pedestrian travel area width of five (5) 

feet is maintained. The sign shall not unreasonably interfere with the view, access to, or 

use of adjacent property or with pedestrian or vehicular circulation.  

f.  The sign shall be portable and shall be removed at the end of each business day.  

g. No device, object or material such as, but not limited to, lights, balloons, streamers, or 

flags, shall be attached to the sign 

h. A sign permit is required for each side walk display sign. The permit shall be valid for a 

period of one (1) year. (we have never enforced this, we can say No Sign Permit needed) 
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