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Agenda 
Planning Commission  

Public Hearing -Sandwich Board Sign Amendment 
City Hall Council Chambers 
January 18, 2023, 6:30 PM 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Roll Call 
4. Approval of Minutes: 12/07/2022  
5. Chairman’s Report 
6. Public Comment 
7. New Business: Public Hearing re: Amendments to Sandwich Board Sign Amendment 

Close Planning Meeting / Open Public Hearing  
 

8. Old Business: None  
11. Reports and Communications: 12/12/2022 and 12/27/2022 Council Minutes   
12. Public Comments   
13. Staff Comments  
14. Commissioners/Council Comments 
15. Adjournment    
 
 

Brad Keeler, Mayor 
Lori Steele, Mayor Pro Tem 
Todd Overhuel, Council Member 
Roger Keeney, Council Member 
Randy Wisnaski, Council Member 
 “The Island City” 

Department of Administration Services 
211 N. Main Street 
Plainwell, Michigan 49080 
Phone: 269-685-6821 
Fax: 269-685-7282 
Web Page Address: www.plainwell.org 

City of Plainwell   
 
 

 



 

09 07 2022 Planning Minutes 

CITY OF PLAINWELL 
MINUTES 

Planning Commission  
Wednesday, December 7, 2022 

 
 

1. Call to Order at 7:00 pm by Colingsworth 
2. Pledge of Allegiance was given by all present. 
3. Roll Call:  Present: Rachel Colingsworth, Lori Steele, Stephen Bennett, Jay 

Lawson, David Collard, Jim Higgs 
 Excused: Gary Sausaman  
4. Approval of Minutes – 11/16/2022   

motion to approve minutes was made by Lawson and seconded by Bennett. All 
in favor to approve minutes and placing them on file. 

5. Chairperson’s Report:  - None  
6.  Public Comments- None 
7. Public Hearing:  
 7:02 Steele motioned to close the Planning Meeting, seconded by Lawson and 

open the Public Hearing.  
 Public Hearing regarding C2 Amendment changes regarding height restrictions for 

hotels west of Prince St., from 3 stories to 4 and from 40 ft to 50 ft in height. There 
were no rejections from residents or Planning Commission.  

 The public hearing closed at 7:06 p.m. with a motion by Steele seconded by Higgs.  
 Higgs motion to accept the amendments for C2, seconded by Lawson, and 

move forward to City Council for final approval.  All in favor vote. Motion 
Passed  

8.  New Business: None   
9.  Old Business: None 
10.  Reports and Communications:  10/24/22; 11/14/22 were reviewed and placed on 

file.  
11.     Public Comments – None  
12.  Staff Comments: - Recap of the Holiday Events; Business updates.  
13. Commissioner Comments: None  
14.   Adjournment: Colingsworth adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m.  
 
 
Minutes submitted by Denise Siegel, Community Development Manager  



 

{19502-004-00149774.1}  

CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF PLAINWELL 

ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN   

 

(Ordinance No. _____) 

 

At a regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Plainwell held at City Hall on 

______________, 2023 and commencing at _:__, the following Ordinance was offered for 

adoption by Council Member  _________________and was seconded by Council Member  

________________: 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 52-3 ENTITLED “SIGNS 

EXEMPT FROM PERMIT REQUIREMENTS” AND  SECTION 52-10 

ENTITLED “SIDEWALK SIGNS” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR 

THE CITY OF PLAINWELL.  

 

THE CITY OF PLAINWELL (the “City”) ORDAINS:  

 

Section 1. Amendment of Section 52-3. Paragraph J of Section 52-3 of the Code of Ordinances for 

the City of Plainwell entitled “Sidewalk Signs” is hereby enacted and reads in its entirety as 

follows:  

 

J. Sidewalk signs. “Sidewalk signs” are portable, freestanding signs of A-frame or swinging-style 

construction. See Fig.1.  

 

 

      Fig. 1 

 

Sidewalk signs are subject to the following requirements:  

  

a. Signs are limited to one (1) per building frontage and one (1) at the rear entrance of the 

same business if used for entry. 

b. Signs shall pertain only to on-premises commercial activity.  

c. Total area shall not exceed eight (8) square feet, and the sign area per side may not exceed 

four (4) feet. 

d. Signs shall not exceed four (4) feet in height including handles and frame. 

e. Signs shall be maintained in good repair and sound structural condition at all times, 

constructed of durable, weather-proof material, resulting in an independently sturdy 

structure able enough to withstand typical winds, without flipping over or sliding. 



 

{19502-004-00149774.1} 2 

 

f. Signs shall be located in such a manner that a pedestrian travel area width of five (5) feet 

is maintained uninterrupted between the road edge or curb cut and the building frontage. 

g. Signs shall not unreasonably interfere with the view, access to, or use of adjacent property 

or with pedestrian or vehicular circulation.  

h. Signs are only permitted on public property during business hours. 

i. No device, object, or material such as, but not limited to, lights, balloons, streamers, or 

flags, shall be attached to the sign. 

 

Section 2. Amendment of Section 52-10. Paragraph C(7) of Section 52-10 entitled “Sidewalk 

signs” is hereby deleted in its entirety.  

 

Section 3. Repealer. Any other ordinances or portions of any other ordinances in conflict with this 

Ordinance are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed. 

 

Section 4. Savings Clause. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable. If any part of this 

Ordinance is declared void or inoperable for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 

declaration does not void any or render inoperable any other part or portion of this Ordinance.  

 

Section 5. Effective Date.  This Ordinance is effective upon the expiration of the tenth day 

following its publication in the manner required by law. 

 

The vote regarding the adoption of this Ordinance was as follows: 

 

YEAS:             

 

              

 

NAYS:             

 

ABSENT/ABSTAIN:            

 

 

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

            By: ______________________ 

        Brad Keeler 

        City of Plainwell, Mayor 

 

      By: ______________________ 

Maggie Fenger 

City of Plainwell, Clerk 
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CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the Ordinance adopted by the City 

Council for the City of Plainwell at the time and date specified above pursuant to the procedures 

required by law. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

By: ______________________ 

Maggie Fenger 

City of Plainwell, Clerk 

 

 

 

Notice of Planning Commission Hearing (Date/ Newspaper):  

Planning Commission Hearing:  

Adopted:  

Published (Date / Newspaper):  

Effective:  
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CITY OF PLAINWELL 

ALLEGAN COUTY, MICHIGAN 

 

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE ADOPTION AND SYNOPSIS OF ORDINANCE 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS GIVEN that at a regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Plainwell 

held at City Hall on ______________ , 2023, and beginning at __:__p.m., the City Council 

Adopted Ordinance No.__________ entitled:  

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 52-3 ENTITLED “SIGNS 

EXEMPT FROM PERMIT REQUIREMENTS” AND  SECTION 52-10 

ENTITLED “SIDEWALK SIGNS” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR 

THE CITY OF PLAINWELL. 

 

THE EFFECT OF ORDINANCE NO. 2022-______ IS SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Amendment of Section 52-3. Enacts paragraph J of Section 52-3 of the Code of 

Ordinances for the City of Plainwell entitled “Sidewalk Signs;” defines the term “sidewalk signs;” 

and provides requirements for sidewalk signs.  

 

Section 2. Amendment of Section 52-10. Deletes paragraph C(7) of Section 52-10 entitled 

“Sidewalk signs” in its entirety. 

 

Section 3. Repealer. Provides that any other ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are, to the 

extent of such conflict, hereby repealed. 

 

Section 4. Savings Clause. Provides that the provisions of the Ordinance are severable and that if 

any part of the Ordinance is declared void or inoperable, such declaration does not void or render 

inoperable any other part or portion of the Ordinance. 

 

Section 5. Effective Date.  Provides that the Ordinance is effective upon the expiration of the tenth 

day following its publication in the manner required by law. 

 

THIS ORDINANCE WILL BE EFFECTIVE THROUGHOUT THE CITY OF PLAINWELL.  

 

A TRUE AND COMPLETE COPY OF THIS ORDINANCE MAY BE OBTAINED, 

INSPECTED, COPIED, OR REVIEWED AT THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Location: 211 N. Main Street, Plainwell, MI 49080 

Hours of operation: _____________________ 

Contact information: (269) 685-6821 or 

mfenger@plainwell.org      

 

________________________ 

        Maggie Fenger 

        City Clerk       

mailto:mfenger@plainwell.org
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