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Greetings!

The City of Plainwell welcomes you! Included in our
newsletters you will find information ranging from our
local business, City Hall news, and other events that
impact our community.

Happy New Year, Plainwell!

The start of 2008 beckons
anticipation for the new year and
the experiences and memories
that are yet to be made. The start
of the new year also invites us to
reflect on the many changes
throughout 2007. In Plainwell's
business community, changes
took the form in saying goodbye
to some businesses, and
welcoming new ones to
Plainwell's downtown community.

For instance, while the unique

businesses, Artful Attic and the Crop Corner unfortunately closed their stores on
East Bridge Street, BBMoon.Com and Puttin' on the Ritz Salon saw opporunities
in these buildings. Today, BBMoon.Com and Puttin' on the Ritz add to
Plainwell's unique mix of retail, restaurants, services and entertainment.

No community is immune to change in their local economy, but thanks to active
business community members and stakeholders, change was taken in- stride.
While some doors closed in 2007, the occupancy rate of Plainwell's central
business district remains at 93%. Equally impressive, the occupancy rate of
Plainwell's industrial park is 83%, which is well above the state-average
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occupancy rate of 71% for certified industrial parks similar to Plainwell's.

By gauging Plainwell's "State of the City," | think 2008 promises to be even more
successful, and if everyone does they're part to support local businesses, in
their own way, 2008 can be the best year yet.

New Attorney in Plainwell will Host Community Works hop

Susan Prentice-Sao, a new attorney that recently
opened her office in the Bridge Street Alley, 124 E.
Bridge Street, will be hosting a community workshop at
the Ransom District Library.

The seminar will focus on Wills, Trusts and Estate
Planning and will take place at the library on January
22, 2008 at 6:30 pm. There is no cost to attend, and
there will be materials and a goodie bag provided.

See Plainwell Through the Eyes of Two Local Artists

Existing efforts to promote the creative arts has helped
establish Plainwell's reputation as an ideal place for
artists to live, work, and create. Drawing inspiration
from the natural, cultural, and historic features found
throughout Plainwell and Allegan County, a Plainwell
couple, both accomplished artists and professors of
art, will be having exhibits featured in Kalamazoo art
galleries during the month of February.

Sarah Lindley, Plainwell resident and Assistant
Professor of Art at Kalamazoo College, will exhibit
sculptures based on the Plainwell Paper Mill and the
Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad as part of her
exhibit "Abandon," which will be on display at the Arts
Council of Kalamazoo gallery in the Epic Center for the
month of February. There will be an exhibition
reception during Kalamazoo's February Art Hop,
Friday, February 1 from 5-7 pm when you can meet
the artist. For more information about the Art Hop, visit
http://www.kazooart.org.

Sarah's partner, Norwood Viviano, who is Assistant Professor of Sculpture at GVSU, will introduce his exhibit "Trace,"
blending art with the sociological in a body of work based on population shift in Michigan cities, including Detroit, Grand
Rapids and Plainwell. "Trace" will be on display for the month of February in the Kingscott Gallery, 229 E. Michigan
Avenue in Kalamazoo. Meet the artist from 6-8 pm at Kalamazoo's Art Hop on February 1.

Local Photographer to Teach Six-Week Basic Photogra  phy Class

This past summer, over 100 photographs were submitted by community
members to the Island City Photography Contest. With so many people with
an interest in this art form, it is exciting to know that a six- week introduction
to photography class will be taught this winter in partnership with Joe
Sherman of Photographic Artistry and Plainwell Community Schools'
Recreation and Enrichment Programs.
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With an emphasis on digital (film is also welcome), those interested can

register with the Community Education Office or pick up a registration form at Plainwell City Hall. The cost of the six week
class that will run on Thursday nights from January 24-February 21, 2008 from 6 pm to 8 pm is $49. The location will be
room 112 in Starr Elementary School. To ensure your spot, be sure to register by January 17, 2008. Questions about
registering can be directed to Plainwell Community Schools at (269) 685-9531.

Local Grocery Retailer Honored as One of the Top 50  Private Companies

Headquartered in Plainwell since 1948, Harding's
Friendly Market has been named by the Business
Review Western Michigan to the list of the Top 50
Private Companies in West Michigan. Companies
were ranked by the number of employees in western
Michigan, and with approximately 500 employees
throughout the region, Harding's continues to be a
major contributor to the local workforce and economy.

Congratulations to the staff of Harding's Friendly
Market for this great accomplishment!

West Michigan Cultural Trails Seeks Input

The West Michigan Cultural Trails is an emerging
marketing initiative aimed at promoting and preserving
the unique cultural experiences and local economies
found throughout Allegan County. As such, the group
is seeking assistance from community leaders to help
identify businesses, groups and other entities which
might benefit from a group marketing strategy, and in-
turn, bolster local tourism throughout Allegan County.

Although the WMCT has identified several locations for

possible inclusion in the group, there are several other

local resources, including merchants, artisans,

galleries, restaurants, nurseries and vineyards that have yet to be identified offering "hands-on" and memorable
experiences to patrons not found anywhere except in Allegan County. If you have suggestions of artisans or businesses
that you believe are unique to our area which should be considered for inclusion in West Michigan Cultural Trails by virtue
of how they expand local tourism, please contact Matthew Storbeck, West Michigan Cultural Trails board member, at (269)
692-2741.

Kalamazoo River Clean Up Status

In June of 2007, the Environmental Protection Agency began a two-year,
$25 million project to remove 132,000 cubic yards of sediment containing
4,400 pounds of PCBs from a 1.5-mile stretch of the river in and around
Plainwell. At this point, after removing contaminants from about 6,900 feet
of banks of the Kalamazoo River, the second phase of the cleanup is about
to take place in February, which will present more challenging work.
Challenges in 2008 will include working in deeper water as well as
excavating sediment from the middle of the river.
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In a recent Kalamazoo Gazette article published on December 27, 2007, the
following statistics were given to illustrate the status of the project.

"Feet of river bank excavated and restored: 6,900, on both the north and south banks, east and west of US 131.
Amount of PCB-laden sediment excavated: 36,000 cubic yards.

Breakdown: About 3,300 cubic yards of the total amount excavated had PCB concentrations of 50 parts per million or
above.

Number of truckloads: More than 500.

Plainwell Dam: All soil, sediment and concrete structures have been removed. A 300-foot steel sheet pile wall has been
placed in the river downstream of the dam.

Access roads built: 1.5 miles."

Business Networking Meetings

The City of Plainwell, the Plainwell Chamber of
Commerce, and local merchants are working on
creating a forum where business community members
can gather together in a supportive environment with
the goal of facilitating the exchange of ideas and
experiences in order to advance the success of local
businesses. These networking meetings will be open
to anyone interested in helping strengthen the local
business community and will begin during the month of
February. Specific dates and a location will be
announced soon.

The Plainwell Chamber of Commerce is also announcing some changes to staff and meeting times in hopes of
streamlining communication and increasing participation during board meetings. For example, a new position dedicated to
coordinating the Chamber's marketing events has been created, and will be filled by Chris Haas. Chris can be reached at
the Chamber's office phone at (269) 685-8877 if you have questions, or want to be involved in Chamber-sponsored events.
To increase convenience for the business community to attend the Chamber's board meetings, the location of the
meetings have changed to City Hall, and will continue to be on the second Thursday of the month at 7:30 am.

Share Your News!

If you have any announcements or updates to share
with neighboring businesses, customers or community
members, please let us know. If you have made an
improvement to your building, are having a special
promotion, changing ownership, have space available,
are hiring new staff, holding a special event, or have
something else exciting you would like to announce,
call Emilie at (269) 685-6821, and you can be featured
in the next issue of this newsletter.

Great Spaces Available Downtown!

Looking for a great place to buy or lease property for
your business? Well, look for further--Plainwell has a
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number of hidden gems available right now! As you
make your way through town, be sure to look for these unique properties.
Search Available Properties...

Sincerely,

Emilie Schada, Economic Development Manager
City of Plainwell

email: webmaster@plainwell.org
phone: 269-685-6821
web: http://www.plainwell.org
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