EPA

" Uniited States -
Enwronmental Protectron

Agency Do

',Proposed $245 M|II|on |
*“Settlement for Rlver Cleanup

V', . Alhed PaperIPortage CreekIKaIamazoo Rlver Slte
' Kalamazoo Mlchlqan

| ‘Public comment period
You may comment on the proposed

- plan from Dec. 17,2019, through

] Tan 16, 2020. To submit comments: - |
e By email, send to,,pubcom‘n:u?ntT 1

| - ees.enrd@usdoj.gov.

e By mail, send to: Assistant
Attorney General, U.S. DOJ—
ENRD, P.O. Box. 7611 ‘
Washmgton D. C 20044—7611

.| NOTE: Comments shoul_d be
| .addressed to the Assistant Attorney
General, Environment and - =
- Natural Resources Division and

| should refer to United States of - SRR

- America and the State of Michigan
“v. NCR Corporatzon D.J. Ref. No

o 90-11-2-07912/11.

can be found at:
‘www.justice. gov/enrd/consent—
* decree/us- et— l-vs-ncr-corporauon

] CAG to Host lnformatlonal .
| Meetmg

| The Kalamazoo R1ver Commumty ]
| Advisory Group will be hosting anf'

informational meeting on the

| proposed settlement of liability and |
| cleanup activities for the Kalamazoo |- -

"U S Envnonmental Protectron Agency (EPA) and its partners have
,negotrated a proposed legal agreement called a “consent decree” Wrth NCR R
. Corp: calling for cleanup activities on the Kalamazoo River and a monetary o
~ “settlement worth up to $245 million. Besides EPA, the U.S, Department of
- Justice, Michigan. Department of Envrronment Great Lakes and Energy -
V(EGLE) and the natural resources. trustees are involvéd in'the settlement -
_with NCR. The publrc has an. opportunity to comment on the proposed : o
-~ consent decree Those comments will be: consrdered before ﬁnahzmg the -

- *“settlement. Under the terms of the proposed agreement NCR erl conduct

lsrgnlﬁcant cleanup activities on the Kalamazoo River, and pay money 1o the

- ‘agencies. In- exchange, NCR w1ll recelve legal covenants protectmg the -
-,company ﬁom lawsults : : : : :

' The: settlement w1ll requrre NCR to do the followmg work in the Kalamazoo L
',Rlver g . , - e

“Conduct what is. called a t1me cr1t1cal removal actron in the
- Trowbndge Impoundment ‘within Area 4 (see inapon Page 2)
- _removing PCB-contammated sedlment bank soﬂ and the -
K Trowbrrdge Dam:~- ‘
. Implement- the. cleanup work descrrbed in- the 2017 Record of k
o Decrslon for Area 2 of Operable Un1t 5 of the Kalamazoo Rlver

k Instructlons and the consent decree R For e 3 NCR will have the optlon to:

e Implement the cleanup ‘set forth.in the Record of De0131on .
e Pay $35 million to EPA if a Record of Dec131on is not 1ssued wrthm R
" . six years of entry of the consent decree; or - - .- o

RS "'v - Pay EPA $52.5 million within 60 days of optmg out of the cleanup :

e 5 plan outhned m the Record of Decrslon BN

‘. In addrtron NCR wrll make the followmg payments to the agenc1es

0 $76.5 million'to EPA for past and future costs.
- $27 mllhon fo the natural resources trustees for envrronmental
. damage I -
. $6 mllllon to EGLE for past and future costs

River site Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2020, at | o

6 'p.m., at Otsego Township: Hall
400 N. 16® St., Otsego. Federal -

o representat1ves will present detarls ‘

~of the settlement and answer
questrons S :

. The Work to be performed and funds pa1d by NCR Wlll result in ongomg
o cleanup activities on the Kalamazoo River for the next-10 years. The total
. estunated value of thls settlement agreement 8. around $245 rmlhon B

-Cleanup plans explamed : : . T
| The NCR proposed settlement calls for several cleanup pro;ects The S
- followmg textprovrdes detalls LT A RS

| : Trowbrldge Impoundment cleanup plan :

The Trowbridge Impoundment is located within Area’ 4 of Operable Umt 5

~of the Allied Paper/Portage Creek/Kalamazoo Rlver sn‘e

Contznued on P 2
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.. continued from P. 1

Area 4 is the segment of the Kalamazoo Rrver between " ‘

the Otsego Township Dam and Trowbrldge Dam (see
photo on Page 3 and g?'aphzc on Page 4) ‘

- Pollutron mvestrgauons and data collectron revealed the o
' presence of a large volume of PCBs in sedunent AR
' -unmedrately upstream of the Trowbndge Dam. There'is -

-also-significant ongomg erosion of PCB: contammated
B bank so1lmto the Kalamazoo Rlver TS .

: In add1t10n the state of M1ch1gan has documented the
: Trowbrrdge Dam is failing. Tn 2019, Mlchlgan '

Department of Natural Resources completed short term

B activities to temporarlly stabilize the dam: EPA
, deterrmned a time critical retoval action is necessary
' The urgent work will address PCB- contammated

o removal action is $5 5 million. EPA' anticipates NCR. l
o will 1mplement the work that should begin in-2020 and
E take three years-to’ complete The tlme cr1t1cal removal

‘ act1on will: include:

: =) " Removal of about 165 OOO cublc yards of PCB- o

: ;contammated sediment..” :
« Excavation of around l4 900 cub1c yards of

- PCB- contammated nverbank so1l and 2 4 mlles E B

e “of riverbank stabilization:~
e .. Removal of the unstable Trowbndge Dam
e Restoratron of all areas affected by the removal

: = sed1ment and nverbank soil wrthm 2.4 rmles upstream "
“of the Trowbrrdge Dam; The estlmated costofthe

Area 2 cleanup plan

. - Area2isthe segment of Kalamazoo Rrver between the R
' Pformer Plamwell Dam and the Otsego Crty Dam (see R

e map, below)

In September 2017 EPA s1gned a Record of Dec1310n ‘

for:Atea 2 of Operable Unit 5 of the s1te EPA selected S

a cleanup approach which mcludes removal of the -

T Otsego City Dam, river channel reahgnment capplng, L
" bank and. ﬂoodplam soil excavation, Gun River . -~
" excavation, targeted-excavation on Knife Blade Island )
mstltu‘uonal controls and long-term momtormg -

Tlns alternatlve has less rmpact to habltat and
surroundmg propertles than other optlons protects

S ‘against erosion and-will help maintain flow in the rrver v
o chanriel. The’ time to complete this. construction is .
B ant1c1pated to take five years at an estnnated cost of

: $464rmlhon

':_ Area 3 cleanup plan ‘ : ,
Area 3i is the sectron of the Kalamazoo R1ver between ‘

the Otsego C1ty Dam and the Otsego Townsh1p Dam

k Once the report of cleanup optlons for Area 3is R
*-finalized, EPA will issue a proposed plan for pubhc e
- coniment. Aftér comments ate teceived and | SE
-considered, EPA will select a cleanup plan and issuea . ©

Record of De01s1on e

L
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: PCB contamlnatlon ; A
In 1977 the MDNR issued a pubhc health adv1s01y
regardmg PCB contamma’uon at the site and adv1sed
- residerits not to eat fish caught from the 1'1ver In
- August 1990, the Kalamazoo R1ver as part of the ‘

o Allied Paper/Portage Cr eek/Kalamazoo R1ve1 e
~+ ‘Superfund site, was placed on the Natlonal Prrormes

List, a roster of the nat1on s most hazardous waste B ‘
, s1tes

O

Smce 1998 EPA-lead response act1ons have removedi‘ '

nearly 450,000 cub1c yards of contammated matetial

from the site, cleaned up and restor red 7.miles of the

Kalamazoo River and Po1tage Creek (mcludmg

banks), and capped 82 acres of contammated matenal, ‘

| Slte hlstory

‘j ‘Between 1954 and the eally 1970s the Alhed Paper/

- Portage Cr eek/Kalamazoo R1ve1 Supe1 fund site was
- used by seve1al paper companles that 1ecycled paper
-~ products. This included carbonless’ copy paper ..
' manufactured by NCR that contamed PCBs.

o

The paper recyclmg process recovered ﬁber for use m -
| makmg paper; and the nonusable coatmgs mcludmg .

. PCBs, were d1scharged in'the wastewater from the
. l’;mﬂls The ‘wastewater was erther d1scha1 ged d1rectly
© + to the Kalamazoo River and Portage Creek; of was.
,released to holdmg ponds whlch subsequently
L ,d1scharged to the nver and creek. ‘

. Aerial view of the 7’1‘0Wb7"i{1’ge\I}npoﬁhdmem". o

Contact
To find out more about the settlement and cleanup
plans for the Kalamazoo River, contact:

EPA 7
Jim Saric — Kalamazoo River .' ,
312-886-0992 ‘
saric James@epa gov
Michael Berkoff — Allied Landfi]l
312-353-8983 . . .
‘berkoff. mlchael@epa gov
| Shella Desai — Plainwell M]ll
' 312-353-4150-
~ desai. shella@epa gov ) A Y v
Paul Ruesch = TrowbndgerTownshlp Dam Area 1
‘~312-919 4382 :
;rus?SCh«paul@@pa;go




" Next steps R o
. A30-day public comment peuod on the proposed
legal settlement will begin ori Dec. 17,2019.
. Comments: must be sublmtted by Jan, 16, 2020
i (See bov on Page ] on how to submzt comments )

R On Jan 7 2020 the Kalamazoo Rlver Commumty
Advrsory Group (CAG) will be hosting an
- mformatronal meeting Where fede1a1
s repr esentatives will present details. of the
: settlement and answer questrons. The CAG isa-
" group of commumty members estabhshed to
‘represent the interests of the commumty and share
mformatron and lecommendatlons on the s1te

Aﬁer the pubhc oomment perrod has ended and all - T‘"'()]:Vb"ld“g'efpf"?if Co T T e
pubhc comments are recelved andrevrewed ]OJ R N T
“will ask the court to enter the consent decree 1n‘1ts S e e
- current form or as modified based o the pubhc Sl e e T
N comments and agreement by all pa1t1es '

JEER L ooy L For more mformatlon :
X T o leam more about:the Alhed Paper/Portage Creek/Kalamazoo R1ver sfce
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