
Plainwell Paper Mill Blight Elimination
Plainwell, MI February 3, 2010



2

Section I. General Information 

This is more information relating to ER#-10-127

A)	 Project Name: Plainwell Paper Mill Blight Elimination 
B)	 Project Address: 200 E. Allegan Street 
C)	M unicipal Unit: Plainwell 		C  ounty: Allegan

D)	F ederal Agency: HUD
E)	S tate Agency and Contact: Joe Agostenelli, Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
F)	A pplication Contact Information: Emilie Schada, City of Plainwell, 141 N. Main Street Plainwell, MI 49080 (269) 685-6821 

Section II. Ground Disturbing Activity

A)	 See Attachment A
B)	 Township, Range, Section :SE 1/4 NE, 1/4 SEC 30, T.1N, r11W. SHEET 17 of 31
C)	W idth, length and depth of proposed ground disturbing activity: The following buildings are selected for demolition in order to 		
eliminate blight and attractive nuisances to children at an average depth of 2 feet below grade with their respective square foot		
	 ages unless not identified: 1A (17,500 SF); 3 (28,160 SF); 3A (2,290 SF); 4 (6,600 SF); 4A (2,760 SF); 5 (13,000 SF); 5B (5,400 
SF); 6 (13,000 SF) 6A (5,400 SF); 7 (14,000 SF); 9 (37,500 SF); 9A (2,000 SF); 9B (5,500 SF); 9C (3,000 SF); 9D, 9E (42,700 SF); 9F, 
14, 23, 25 (1,200 SF), 28 (1,800 SF); 29, train shed (11,000 SF); specialty minerals building, and the quality products building (as identi-
fied on the map on the following page)
D)	 Previous land uses and disturbances: Paper Mill 
E)	V acant Plainwell Paper Mill owned and operated by the City of Plainwell 
F)	 The City of Plainwell owns the property and there are no archaeological resources found on the property. 

Section III. Project Work Description and Area of Potential Affects

A) The project will include:
Removal of blighted structures to include buildings 1A, 3, 3A, 4, 4A, 5, 5A, 5B, 6, 6A, 7, 9, 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E, 9F, 14, 23, 25, 26, •	
27, 28, 29, train shed, quality products building, and specialty minerals building 
The City will retain ownership of steel that is removed from demolition activities;•	
Water towers will be left standing;•	
Asbestos removal according to the December 2006 Asbestos Survey by Analytical Testing and Consulting;•	
Removal of concrete walls to one foot below grade;•	
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Breaking of basement floors but leaving the concrete in place;•	
Filling basement areas with inert demo debris (e.g. concrete and brick) and general fill to make areas safe;•	
Structural support of remaining walls for building separation; and, •	
Historic preservation, engineering and construction oversight.•	

This project will take place throughout the Plainwell Paper Mill site located at 200 E. Allegan Street. It will entail eliminating blight 
through selective demolition of the buildings noted above.  

B) See Attachment B

C) See Attachment C

D) The APE includes the entirety of the historic Plainwell Paper Mills property boundary. This was determined by consulting the city 
planner as  well as Diane Tuinstra, the Cultural Resource Protection Specialist with the State Historic Preservation Office to come up 
with the best determination.  Due to the complexity of the project and number of buildings in the mill complex, it was determined that the 
property boundary is the most appropriate area to be considered as the APE.

Section IV. Identification of Historic Properties 

A)	 Properties 50 years of age: Buildings 1, 2, 3, 4A, 5, 5A, 5B, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 11A, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18,19, 20, 23, 26,27 and 29

B)	 Historical research was performed by reviewing documentation of the site which included: historic Sanborn maps, documented 
building history provided by Plainwell Paper company,  the “Allied Paper, Inc./Portage Creek, Kalamazoo River Superfund Site Remedial 
Investigation/ Feasibility Study” generated by BBL Engineers and Scientists, the “Plainwell Mill Redevelopment” generated by JJR/Hop-
kinsBurns,  the “Plainwell Mill Redevelopment Plan” produced by JJR/Smithgroup, the following text: Kalamazoo, the Place Behind the 
Products and Development of the Paper Industry in Michigan as well as numerous historic photographs and postcards provided by the City 
of Plainwell. In addition to the historic research, a field investigation and field survey was conducted on January 22, 2010 by an historic 
architect and a preservation planner from HopkinsBurns Design Studio. Please see Attachment D for a brief history of the site.

C)	H istoric properties are Present in the APE

D)	S ee the following section titled - BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED for a detailed description of each building
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Train Shed 

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1988
Function: unload pulp from rail cars and trucks

Construction: steel and sheet metal

Integrity: none

Condition: fair

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not meet the age 
criteria.

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the adjacent 
historic structure (building 1) if appropriate precautions are taken during 
the demolition.  The adverse effects will be mitigated by cutting 12” from 
face of building 1 all structural members that are secured into the historic 
masonry wall and, where possible, other materials will be removed cleanly at 
the connection seams between the two structures.  In addition, once building 
A1 is removed the window and door openings of the adjacent structure will 
be secured with materials that do not compromise or degrade the historic 
integrity of the structure.

Photo 1: View from south

Photo 2: Interior mezzanine

TRAIN SHED
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 1A: Pulping Facility  

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1995
Function: pulping operations

Construction: concrete and steel, insulated metal siding

Integrity: none

Condition: good

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not meet the age 
criteria.

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the adjacent 
historic structure (building 1) if appropriate precautions are taken during 
the demolition.  The adverse effects will be mitigated by cutting 12” from 
face of building 1 all structural members that are secured into the historic 
masonry wall and, where possible, other materials will be removed cleanly at 
the connection seams between the two structures.  In addition, once building 
A1 is removed the window and door openings of the adjacent structure will 
be secured with materials that do not compromise or degrade the historic 
integrity of the structure. 

Photo 3: View from west

Photo 4: Interior mezzanine

BUILDING 1A
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 3:  Beater Room

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1910
Function: paper stock storage and stock preparation 
Construction: steel truss roof structure with wood deck, brick masonry 
walls, concrete floors

Integrity: severely compromised 
Condition: fair

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the historic integrity has been severely 
compromised by many years of renovations.  The entire configuration of the 
facade has been modified to include new patterns of fenestration, blocking 
of previous openings, non-contributing additions, and degradation to the 
existing historic materials. 

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the 
contributing adjacent historic structures (buildings 2, 11, and 11A) if 
appropriate precautions are taken during the demolition.  The adverse 
effects will be mitigated by cutting 12” from face of buildings 2, 11, and 11A 
all structural members that are secured into the historic masonry wall and, 
where possible, other materials will be removed cleanly at the connection 
seams between the two structures.  In addition, once building 3 is removed 
the window and door openings of the adjacent structure will be secured 
with materials that do not compromise or degrade the historic integrity of 
the structure. The adjacent non-contributing historic structures (building 
4A,9, and 29) will incur no adverse effect as they are proposed for 
demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 5: View from north

Photo 6: Basement level viewed through a hole 
where equipment was removed

BUILDING 3
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 3A: Chest Storage Building  

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1979
Function: stock storage chest

Construction: cmu walls, steel structure, concrete floors

Integrity: none

Condition: fair

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not meet the age 
criteria.

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the 
contributing adjacent historic structure (buildings 2) if appropriate 
precautions are taken during the demolition.  The adverse effects will be 
mitigated by cutting 12” from face of buildings 2 all structural members 
that are secured into the historic masonry wall and, where possible, other 
materials will be removed cleanly at the connection seams between the 
two structures.  In addition, once building 3A is removed the window and 
door openings of the adjacent structure will be secured with materials 
that do not compromise or degrade the historic integrity of the structure. 
The adjacent non-contributing historic structures (building 3) will incur 
no adverse effect as they are proposed for demolition so no mitigation is 
necessary.

Photo 7: View from north-east

Photo 8 & 9: Views of seams where buildings are attached

BUILDING 3A
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 4: Boiler Room  

Building Description

Date of Construction: C.1906, numerous renovations

Function: House # 4 Boiler

Construction: steel beams and metal roof deck, combination of brick , cmu, 
and metal panel walls, concrete floor

Integrity: severely compromised 
Condition: fair

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the historic integrity has been severely 
compromised through the many years of renovations.  The historic structure 
has been modified to block the previous openings, add non-contributing 
additions, and fragment the existing historic envelope. 

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on adjacent non-
contributing historic structures (building 3, 4A, 5, 5B, 9, and 29) as they 
are proposed for demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 10: View from west

Photo 11: Interior displays a multitude of materials 
and how the historic building has been modified

BUILDING 4
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 4A: Saveall Room  

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1940’s
Function:  saveall for #18 papermaker

Construction: concrete with metal roof joist

Integrity: severely compromised

Condition: fair

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex because at the time of construction it was 
built with very little integrity as an infill structure between two others.  
Even so, what little integrity it did possess has been compromised by 
blocking the previous fenestration and openings, adding non-contributing 
additions, and modifying the historic envelope. 

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the adjacent 
non-contributing historic structures (building 3, 4, 5B, 9, and 29) as they 
are proposed for demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 12: Birds-eye view of building

Photo 13: View of seam where buildings are attached

BUILDING 4A
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 5: Boiler Room    

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1900 -1930
Function: houses the boiler with support equipment

Construction:  brick walls - partial metal exterior panels, concrete floors 
with steel supports

Integrity: severely compromised

Condition: poor

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the historic integrity has been severely 
compromised through the many years of renovations.  The historic structure 
has been modified to block the previous openings, create new openings that 
modify the spatial relationships and add non-contributing additions that 
degrade the historic materials. 

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on adjacent non-
contributing historic structures (building 4, 4A, 5B, 6, and 9 ) as they are 
proposed for demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 14: View from the west

Photo 15 & 16: North-west corner and interior view 
of exterior wall modifications

BUILDING 5
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 5A   

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1920’s
Function: unknown

Construction:  masonry walls

Integrity: severely compromised

Condition: poor

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the historic integrity has been severely 
compromised through the many years of renovations.  The historic structure 
has been modified to block the previous openings, create new openings that 
modify the spatial relationships and add non-contributing additions. 

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on adjacent non-
contributing historic structures (building 5) as it is proposed for demolition 
so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 17: View from the north-west

Photo 18: View from the south-west

BUILDING 5A
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 5B: Turbine Room

Building Description

Date of Construction:   1930, modified 1979
Function:  contains electrical substation, swithgear, and motor control

Construction: steel and concrete roof structure, brick walls, concrete 
floors with steel support

Integrity: severely compromised

Condition: fair

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex because at the time of construction it was 
built with very little integrity as an infill structure between two others.  
Even so, what little integrity it did possess has been compromised by 
blocking the previous fenestration and openings, adding non-contributing 
additions, and modifying the historic envelope. 

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on adjacent non-
contributing historic structures (building 4, 4A, 5, 6A, and 9 ) as they are 
proposed for demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 19: Birds-eye view of building

Photo 20: Interior view shows modification 

BUILDING 5B
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 6: Boiler Room

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1900 -1930
Function: contains power boiler with support equipment

Construction: steel roof structure with wood ceiling, clay tile and brick 
walls, concrete floors with steel support

Integrity: compromised

Condition: good

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the 
National Register - eligible mill complex as the historic integrity has been 
compromised through the many years of renovations to the overall site.  
The historic structure has undergone modifications that have altered 
the building envelope and interior spatial relationships. Additionally, the 
materials have been severely deteriorated and have extensive environmental 
contamination due to the former use as a coal bin and boiler. 

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on adjacent 
non-contributing historic structures (building 5, 5B, 7, and 9 ) as they are 
proposed for demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 21: View from the west

Photo 22 & 23: North-west corner and view of hazardous 
equipment

BUILDING 6
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 6A: Courtyard

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1930, modified 1979  
Function:  contains electrical substation, switchgear, and motor control

Construction: steel trusses with metal roof deck, steel columns, concrete 
floor, brick walls

Integrity: severely compromised

Condition: fair

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex because at the time of construction it was 
built with very little integrity as an infill structure between two others.  
Even so, what little integrity it did possess has been compromised by 
blocking the previous fenestration and openings, adding non-contributing 
additions, and modifying the historic envelope. 
 
When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on adjacent non-
contributing historic structures (building 5, 5B, 6, 7, and 9) as they are 
proposed for demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 23A: Birds-eye view from the north

BUILDING 6A
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 7: Coating Preparation Building 

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1915, 1960 est. renovations  
Function:  process equipment and tanks to produce coatings used on paper 
machines

Construction: steel trusses with metal roof deck, steel columns, concrete 
floor, brick walls

Integrity: compromised

Condition: fair

Determination: This building is a non contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the historic integrity has been severely 
compromised through the many years of renovations to the overall site.  
The historic structure has undergone modifications that have altered the 
spatial layout to create clear spans- removing the previous wooden interior 
structure only retaining a portion of its original building envelope (the 
south-west walls). In addition, the exterior fenestration has been modified 
with glass block. 

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on adjacent non-
contributing historic structures (building 6, 6A, and 9) as they are proposed 
for demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 24: View from the west

Photo 25: Interior view shows modification

BUILDING 7
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 9: Machine Room   

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1910, roof raised 1980
Function: house #17 and #18 paper machines, and 15 ton bridge cranes

Construction: steel roof trusses and wood deck, brick, and metal panel 
walls, concrete floors

Integrity: severely compromised

Condition: poor

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the historic integrity has been severely 
compromised through the many years of renovations.  The historic structure 
has been modified to block the previous openings, create new openings that 
modify the spatial relationships and add non-contributing additions to raise 
the roof that degrade the historic materials. 

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the 
contributing adjacent historic structures (buildings10 and 11) if appropriate 
precautions are taken during the demolition. The adverse effects will be 
mitigated by cutting 12” from face of buildings 10 and 11 all structural 
members that are secured into the historic masonry wall and, where 
possible, other materials will be removed cleanly at the connection seams 
between the two structures.  In addition, once building 9 is removed the 
window and door openings of the adjacent structure will be secured with 
materials that do not compromise or degrade the historic integrity of the 
structure. The adjacent non-contributing historic structures (building 3, 
4A, 5B, 7, 26, 27, and 23) will incur no adverse effect as they are proposed 
for demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 26: Birds-eye view of building

Photo 27: Interior view shows severity of modification

BUILDING 9
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 9A: Coater and Super calender Room

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1964  
Function:  #18 coater, #6 and 7 supercal/winders, in process storage 
Construction: steel room structure with wood ceiling, insulated metal 
siding, concrete floors

Integrity: none

Condition: good

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not meet the age 
criteria.

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the adjacent 
contributing historic building (building 10) if appropriate precautions are 
taken during the demolition. The adverse effects will be mitigated by cutting 
12” from face of buildings 10 all structural members that are secured 
into the historic masonry wall and, where possible, other materials will be 
removed cleanly at the connection seams between the two structures.  In 
addition, once building 9A is removed the window and door openings of the 
adjacent structure will be secured with materials that do not compromise 
or degrade the historic integrity of the structure.  The adjacent non-
contributing historic structures (building 7, 9, and 23) will incur no adverse 
effect as they are proposed for demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 28: View from the west

Photo 29: Interior view shows no historic material

BUILDING 9A
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 9B: Supplies Storage   

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1964
Function: in process and machine supplies storage

Construction: steel truss joist roof structure with metal deck, cmu and 
insulated metal siding, concrete floor

Integrity: none

Condition: good

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not meet the age 
criteria.

When demolished there will be no historic properties affected as it is not 
attached to any historic buildings.Photo 30: Birds-eye view from the south

BUILDING 9B
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 9C: Coating Prep Dock 

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1964
Function: chemical storage and dock 
Construction: steel structure with metal roof deck, concrete floors, 
insulated metal siding 
Integrity: none

Condition: good

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not meet the age 
criteria.

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on adjacent non-
contributing historic structure (building 7) as it is proposed for demolition 
so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 31: View from the south

Photo 32: Interior view of building connection

BUILDING 9C
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 9D: Roll Wrapping Building   

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1964
Function: roll wrap operation and storage

Construction: steel roof joists with wood ceiling, cmu walls, concrete 
floor

Integrity: none

Condition: good

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not meet the age 
criteria.

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the adjacent 
non-contributing historic structure (building 23) as it is proposed for 
demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 33: Birds-eye view from the south

BUILDING 9D
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 9E: Finishing Foods Warehouse

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1978   
Function: storage of finished goods, shipping  
Construction: steel truss joist roof structure with metal deck, cmu and 
insulated metal siding, concrete floors

Integrity: none

Condition: good

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not meet the age 
criteria.

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the adjacent 
non-contributing historic structure (building 23) as it is proposed for 
demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 34: View from the east

Photo 35: Interior view shows no historic material

BUILDING 9E
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 9F: Lathe Room   

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1978
Function: machining of supercal. rolls and enclosed rail dock with 20 ton 
bridge crane

Construction: steel truss joist roof structure with metal deck, insulated 
metal siding, concrete floor

Integrity: none

Condition: fair

Determination:  This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not meet the age 
criteria.

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the adjacent 
contributing historic structure (building 16) if appropriate precautions are 
taken during the demolition. The adverse effects will be mitigated by cutting 
12” from face of buildings 16 all structural members that are secured 
into the historic masonry wall and, where possible, other materials will be 
removed cleanly at the connection seams between the two structures.  In 
addition, once building 9F is removed the window and door openings of the 
adjacent structure will be secured with materials that do not compromise 
or degrade the historic integrity of the structure.  The adjacent non-
contributing historic structure (building 23) will incur no adverse effect as 
they are proposed for demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 36: View from the east

Photo 37: Interior view shows exterior wall of build-
ing 16 and connection seams

BUILDING 9F
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 14:  Storehouse

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1989, numerous renovations

Function: Houses silo and creates circulation between the floors of Building 2
Construction: steel beams and metal roof deck, metal panel walls, concrete 
floor

Integrity: none

Condition: fair

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex as it does not meet the age criteria.

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on adjacent 
contributing historic structure (building 2) if appropriate precautions are 
taken during the demolition. The adverse effects will be mitigated by cutting 
12” from face of buildings 2 all structural members that are secured into 
the historic masonry wall and, where possible, other materials will be 
removed cleanly at the connection seams between the two structures.  In 
addition, once building 14 is removed the window and door openings of the 
adjacent structure will be secured with materials that do not compromise 
or degrade the historic integrity of the structure.  The adjacent non-
contributing historic structures (building 4 and 29) will incur no adverse 
effect as they are proposed for demolition so no mitigation is necessary.

Photo 38: View from west

Photo 39: Interior shows steel walls built on 
top of the remains of building 4

BUILDING 14
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 23: Roll Storage Building 

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1953  
Function: in process; roll storage in basement   
Construction: poured concrete columns, floor and roof structure, cmu 
walls, concrete floors

Integrity: some features compromised

Condition: good

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the National 
Register - eligible mill complex because at the time of construction it was 
built with unremarkable design and common building practices.  Even so, what 
little integrity it did possess has been compromised by blocking the previous 
fenestration and openings, adding non-contributing additions, and modifying 
the historic envelope. 

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the adjacent 
contributing historic structure (building 10, 15, and 16) if appropriate 
precautions are taken during the demolition.  The adverse effect on building 
10,15, and 16 can be mitigated by cutting 12” from face of buildings all 
structural members that are secured into the historic masonry wall and 
by removing all other building materials cleanly at the connection seams 
between the structures.  Buildings 10 and 15 in particular will also require 
temporary structural shoring until the facades of those buildings are 
reconstructed. In addition, once building 23 is removed the window, door, 
and wall openings of the remaining adjacent structure must be secured with 
materials that do not compromise or degrade the historic integrity of the 
structure.

Photo 40: Birds-eye view from the south

Photo 41: Interior view shows exterior wall of building 23

BUILDING 23 
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 25: Wet Well Building   

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1989
Function: final pump out of waste water from mill to waste treatment 
plant

Construction: masonry walls 
Integrity: none

Condition: fair

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the 
National Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not 
meet the age criteria.

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the 
adjacent historic structure (building 2) if appropriate precautions 
are taken during the demolition. The adverse effects will be mitigated 
by cutting 12” from face of buildings 2 all structural members that 
are secured into the historic masonry wall and, where possible, other 
materials will be removed cleanly at the connection seams between 
the two structures.  In addition, once building 25 is removed the 
window and door openings of the adjacent structure will be secured 
with materials that do not compromise or degrade the historic 
integrity of the structure.  

Photo 42: View from the west

Photo 43 & 44: Views of seams where buildings 
are attached

BUILDING 25
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 26 & 27: 

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1906
Function: control room and motor controls   
Construction: masonry walls

Integrity: significantly compromised

Condition: fair

Determination: This buildings are not a contributing structures to the 
National Register - eligible mill complex because at the time of construction 
it was built with little integrity as infill structures between two others.  
Even so, what little integrity it did possess has been compromised by 
blocking the previous fenestration and openings, adding non-contributing 
additions, and modifying the historic  use.

When demolished, these buildings will have no adverse effect on the 
adjacent contributing historic structure (building10) if appropriate 
precautions are taken during the demolition.  The adverse effects can be 
mitigated by taking the appropriate precautions during the demolition by 
cutting 12” from face of building10 all structural members that are secured 
into the historic masonry wall and by removing materials at the connection 
seam between the structures.  In addition, once buildings 26 and 27 are 
removed the window, door, and wall openings of the adjacent structures 
must be secured with materials that do not degrade the historic integrity of 
the structure.  The adjacent non-contributing historic structure (building 
9) will incur no adverse effect as they are proposed for demolition so no 
mitigation is necessary.

Photo 45: Birds-eye view of buildings

Photo 46: Interior wall of building 10, showing modified  
fenestration

BUILDINGS 26 & 27  



27

BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 28:  #12 Chest Building

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1960’s   
Function: paper stock storage   
Construction: steel roof structure with wood deck, clay tile and cmu 
walls, concrete floors; insulation clad storage tank

Integrity: none

Condition: fair

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the 
National Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not 
meet the age criteria.

When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the 
adjacent non-contributing historic structure (building 3) because it is 
proposed for demolition so no mitigation is necessary. 

Photo 47: View from the north-east

Photo 48 & 49: Views of the exterior wall of building 3 and 
seam of building connection

BUILDING 28  
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building 29:  Corridor

Building Description

Date of Construction: c. 1906   
Function: corridor between building 3, 4, and 9   
Construction: steel roof structure, brick walls, concrete floors

Integrity: severely compromised

Condition: fair

Determination: This building is not a contributing structure to the 
National Register - eligible mill complex because at the time of 
construction it was built with little integrity as infill structures 
between two others.  Even so, what little integrity it did possess has 
been compromised by blocking the previous fenestration and openings, 
adding non-contributing additions, and modifying the historic spatial 
relationship by lowering the ceiling.
 
When demolished, this building will have no adverse effect on the 
adjacent non-contributing historic structures (building 3, 4, and 
9) because they are proposed for demolition so no mitigation is 
necessary.

Photo 50: Birds-eye view from the north-east

Photo 51: View of the exterior wall of building 4

BUILDING 29  
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building SMB: Specialty Mineral Building     

Building Description

Date of Construction: 1992
Function: precipitated calcium carbonate manufacture plant

Construction: metal frame, metal siding, concrete slab floor

Integrity: none

Condition: good

Determination:  This building is not a contributing structure to the 
National Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not 
meet the age criteria.

When demolished there will be no historic properties affected as it is 
not attached to any historic buildings.

Photo 52: View from the north-east

Photo 53: View from the west

BUILDING SMB 
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BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED
Building QPB: Quality Products Building     

Building Description

Date of Construction: c. 1970
Function: storage of quality products 
Construction: cmu walls, wood siding, concrete slab floor

Integrity: none

Condition: poor

Determination:  This building is not a contributing structure to the 
National Register - eligible mill complex as the structure does not 
meet the age criteria.

When demolished there will be no historic properties affected as it is 
not attached to any historic buildings.

Photo 54: View from the north

Photo 55: View from the south

BUILDING QPB 
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Section V. Photographs

A) Aerial views of the site itself
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Additional) Aerial views of the site with proposed buildings to be demolished grayed out
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B) Photographs of all properties 50 years or older located in the APE-Buildings 1, 2, 3, 4, 4A, 5, 5A, 5B, 6, 
7, 9, 10, 11, 11A, 12, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 23, 26, 27, and 29

BUILDING 3

BUILDING 4A BUILDING 5B

BUILDING 7 BUILDING 10

BUILDING 1 BUILDING 2

BUILDING 5 BUILDING 5A

BUILDING 6 BUILDING 9

BUILDING 4
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BUILDING 15

BUILDING 16

BUILDING 11A BUILDING 12

BUILDING 20

BUILDING 23

BUILDING 19BUILDING 17

BUILDING 26 BUILDING 27 BUILDING 29

BUILDING 11
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Section VI. Determination of Effect

Please see section titled BUILDINGS TO BE DEMOLISHED for the determination of effect for each individual building.
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Attachment A: USGS Quad Map
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Attachment B: Localized Map 
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Attachment C: Localized Map With APE
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Attachment D: Brief History

The beginnings of the Plainwell Paper Company rested in the hands of twenty-five local businessmen who came together on January 26, 1886 
to embark upon an entrepreneurial venture into the paper business. The enterprise was incorporated under the name the Michigan Paper 
Company, founded in the City of Plainwell, situated along the banks of the Kalamazoo River.  This location proved to be  very profitable as the 
proximity to Chicago, Detroit, and the Great Lakes, and the availability of raw materials gave Plainwell the perfect attributes to thrive in the paper 
industry. 

At this time, Plainwell already had one active paper mill - the Lyon and Page Mill which produced newsprint from 1872 until 1887, when it closed 
and the Michigan Paper Company purchased the buildings.  At this same time the corporation began purchasing additional equipment and 
constructing more buildings. By August 1887, the first paper machine began operations, producing 8 tons of paper per day. 

Over the next 20 years the mill complex expanded exponentially, adding a rail siding room, a finishing room, another paper machine and 
doubling the size of the mill complex with a dozen new buildings.  By 1912, the company had purchased two more 130’ machines and the 
capacity was now 50 tons per day.     

The success of the paper company continued through the next three decades, steadily increasing production and the enormity of the mill 
complex.  In 1954, the owners sold their interest in the company to the Hamilton Paper company who increased production to 100 tons per day.  
By 1961, the mill changed hands again and the Weyerhauser Corporation took ownership.   It was during their time of ownership that technical 
paper goods were developed on site which resulted in unintended environmental contamination.  

In 1970, Philip Morris Incorporated (PMI) purchased the mill from Weyerhauser and that is when it acquired its current title - Plainwell Paper 
Co., Inc. PMI upgraded the facilities to address environmental and energy concerns of paper production facilities. They also rebuilt the paper 
machines and increased the production to 240 tons per day.  During the mid-1970’s PMI remodeled several of the oldest buildings into new 
office space, taking advantage of the views to the north of the river and the proximity of the pedestrian bridge to downtown.  

In 1985, PMI sold the paper mill to the Chesapeake Corporation, an integrated forest products company who produced of a multitude of wood 
and paper products.  The Plainwell Paper Co. stopped producing paper and closed its doors in 2000.  

It is now under the control of the City of Plainwell who intends to revitalize the mill into a multi-use facility by partnering with a developer to 
remediate the environmental contamination and reengage the water front into a community asset. 

Period of Significance:  late 1880’s - 1940’s
According to the criteria for evaluating historic properties for significance in regards to the National Register of Historic Places, the Plainwell 
Paper Co. mill is significant for Criteria A and Criteria C.  

Criteria A (Event): Represents the evolution of a significant era of the paper industry in Michigan 

Criteria C (Design and Construction):  Represents the building technology and style of early 20th-century industrial buildings


