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Plainwell
resident

Sandy Cowels

explores The
Calico Rabbit
Craft Mall.

| Dozens of
| craftersand

artists rent

& booth space

to sell their
wares inside
the store
that opened
February in
downtown
Plainwell.
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Artistic, economic boost to brighten
downtown w_m_,:s\m__

“I might eventually
explore renting space
to sellunique birdbaths
Imake butTknow I will
definitely be a repeat
customer,” she said.

Szymczak pooled re-

sources with other [

members of ‘Jamie’s
Ladies” tofill one booth
with cloth wallets, cro-
cheted dishcloths and
scrubbies, kids' bath
towels, and photo-
graphs incorporated
into greeting cards.

“We all quilt but we
also do other crafts,”
Szymczak said, “so we
decided to give this a
shot.” The group made
enough during its first
month to pay the
booth rent and still
turn a small profit,
Szymczak said. “But I
am really impressed
with the diversity thatis
here,” she said. “You
can check out all the
corners today then
come tomorrow and
see something you
missed.”

That  description
pleases Schippers who
worked with her hus-
band, Richard, to cre-
ate 135 booths within
the 3,500-square-foot
mall space tucked in-
side part of what used
to be Lull's Ace Hard-
ware. The store is open
sixdaysaweek. “Ireally
strive to have a variety
of items available,”
Schippers said. “ I try

SHARON / SPECIALTO GAZETTE

Ruth Szymezak, of Plainwell, prepares items to sell in a booth at The Calico Rabbit
Craft Mall. She and other quilters with “Jamie’s Ladies” are among dozens of
crafters and artists who rent the booth space to sell their wares inside the store that
Zelda Schippers operates in downtown Plainwell.

balance the selection of
products so there are
only three or four peo-
ple making things in
each category.”

Each juried vendor
rents booth space for
either six or 12 months

‘and then stocks the dis-

play at their conven-
ience with wares
they've created and
priced. Schippers over-
sees the day-to-day op-
erational details like
staffing the store, pay-
ing the utility bills, ad-
vertising the venture
and making sure each
vendor is paid for any
sales. Across the street,
Trosper already has a

kiln set up on a cement
floor at the back of the
building that used to
house Susie’s Sew & So.

Trosper uses the kiln
when combining coal
dust with pieces of cut
glass to create fused-
glass pieces that be-
come wall hangings,
bowls, glass shelves,
pictures frames and

jewelry.

“I have done a lot of

fused glass work, taken
some training and sold
a few things,” Trosper
said, “butI stillhave my
day job with the state
working on cultural
and economic devel-
opment projects. Itis a

little scary starting a
new business in this
economybutI'mso ex-
cited that] geta chance
to practice the ideas
thatI teach.”

Right now, Trosper is
working to clean up
and renovate the store-
front — named after a
Mexican terra cotta
sculpture - depicting

. dogs that will accom-

pany your soul to
heaven — so it can
eventually hold quilt-
ing fabrics, books and
other notions. “I hope
to open that part of the
operation sometime
next spring,” domummﬂ
said.
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